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Girl Child Day-St. Jude's Church, Kaulakha, Agra Fence Walk, Sudhhuunu Muthum
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Yet another good from Padri Tola, Agra...

"Lord, I will lift up my eyes to the hills, knowing my help comes from you'' (Ps 121:1).
As for God, His way is perfect. The word of the Lord is proven"'.

I, Lt. Jarves Thomas have experienced His grace, for today, I stand forth as an Army

Officer serving my country with honour. My schooling was completed at St. Peter's

College, Agra, a Catholic Institution, from where I passed with jubilant colours and

achieved a name of honour and respect. After that, by God's grace, I got admission

in one of the most reputed Colleges of India, St. Loyola College, Chennai, where I

pursued B.SC. Mathematics. Gradually with the guidance and prayers of my mother Mrs. Jyoti
Thomas and also my friend, Brother Louis who instructed me that with God, all things are possible.
I cleared my CDS Exam and was finally called for SSB screening. My mother's prayers were
never ending and they brought me also closer to God, as she said, "Those who seek God lack no
good thing" (Ps 34:10). My family went to Velankani to Mother Mary to seek blessings for me,
and truly, I could feel a miracle in my life. I got selected in the first attempt of SSB. Then I was
trained from the Officers' Training Academy, Chennai. On September 2018, I passed outas a
Lieutenant, the dream of my life, sine early childhood. When I recollect, I can feel God's everlasting
grace and mercy with me. I am very thankful to my parents’, sacrifice, especially my father's, Mr.
Alok Thomas and also the grace of Vailankanni Mother Mary. For it is correctly said, "If you will
serve God, God will serve you". May the amazing grace of the Master, Jesus Christ, the extravagant
son of God, the intimate friendship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Thank you.

— Lieutenant Jarvis Thomas, Agra
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Shepherd's Voice

""The Month of the Mission and
of the Holy Rosary'"'

The month of October brings many events
that draw our attention. The feast of St. Theresa
of the Child Jesus, the Little Flower, who is
also the Patroness of missions, falls on October
Ist. Second October invites celebration of the
birth of Mahatma Gandhi and the Feast of
Guardian Angels. Fourth October is the feast
of the most remarkable saint of the time, St.
Francis of Assisi, who bore the wounds of
Christ in his body, who is also the messenger
of peace and environmental preservation and
protection, the rarest saint who identified
himself with the poorest of the poor. The
charism of St. Francis of Assisi is spread far
and wide.

The feasts of the Blessed Virgin Mary occur
in each month. October 7th is the feast of the
Holy Rosary. The Parish of Our Lady of the
Holy Rosary, Bastar, distinctly celebrates the
feast. On 15th October we observe the feast
of St. Theresa of Avila the Carmelite. On 16th
October St. Margaret Mary Alacoque who
promotes devotion to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus, is remembered. St. Ignatius of Antioch,
saint of the early church, is remembered on
October 17th and the Apostle Luke's feast day
falls on October 18th. The commemoration of
saints does remind us of the call to holiness of
| life and the ministry and mission of sanctifying
ourselves and of all creation. The call of the

Holy Father, Pope Fram:ls to all to be holy,
can anchor on the lives of saints whom we are
called upon to imitate being imitators of Christ
Himself, who is the source of all holiness.

The Archdiocese of Agra is privileged to
have the first monastery of the Cloistered
Contemplative nuns, the first of its kind in the
whole of our Region. The Monastery was
established on October 4, 2018, bearing the
name "St. Francis of Assisi Monastery of Poor
Clares (Colletines)". The community initially
consists of six members, while another six
members are expected to join in a period of a
year. We trust the Divine Providence for more
vocations to contemplative life. This form of
life is the right form of response to the seriously
damaging maladies and threats in society and
to humanity directly. Ethical-moral degradation
resulting in lowest forms of immorality, injustice,
violence, corruption and dehumanizing
conditions do invite a way of penance,
repentance, reparation, reconstruction, renewal
and reorientation. St. Francis of Assisi heard
Christ from the Cross asking him to renovate
the Church. This did give rise not only to
renovation of the Church of Damiano, but work
for reparation, reconstruction, renewal of
believing individuals and communities. As he
founded the men's congregation of the First |
Order, he also founded the contemplative nuns
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Ethe Second Order, St. Clare being the
foundress of Poor Clares. The life of POOR
CLARES consisted of daily accepting the
personal commitment to pray, and to make
penance, reparation, repentance and sacrifice
for the evil of the world and for the
sanctification of the Church. The Poor Clares
by the establishment of the Monastery at
Etmadpur, shall be instrumental to make
reparation for the sinfulness of the world with
specific intercessory prayers for the local
Church. This Monastery shall also be an
inspiration of missionary enthusiasm in the
Archdiocese and in the Region. The
sponsorship of any type in supporting the
Sisters in the Monastery would be encouraged.
Their life of contemplative prayer and sacrifice
will always have intercessory effects on us all.
We unite ourselves with the community
dedicated to perpetual Eucharistic Adoration
in our prayers. To this effect, the Monastery
shall also be known as "ARADHANA".
Incidentally, the festival of Dashera falls in
mid-October. During these days, the Priests
in the Archdiocese will be in the spiritual
exercise of the Annual Retreat for personal
holiness, renewal and for common renewal. |
invite all in the Archdiocese to add a prayer
for the intentions of the Retreatant Priests who
will be in prayer from October 15 to 19,
2018. The Priests' retreat as community
exercise does prove to be the channel of
prayer power, while the Cloistered community
shall always be the power house of the
Archdiocese from where will flow the

from God. I

October is the month dedicated to Our
Lady of the Rosary. We meditate the essential
mysteries of our faith during the prayer of the
Rosary, an easy community and family prayer
in the difficult times of the life of the Church.
The continued prayer of the Rosary down the
centuries, has proved to be a powerful source
of strength. The Church Universal and the
Church in our country do face difficult times.
The contemplative nature of the prayer of the
Rosary shall have its role to surmount the
difficulties we face in our times too.

The tradition of recitation of the Rosary in
families and in parish communities in our
Archdiocese is a source of growth in holiness
and of Christian sanctification.

It is also of importance that the Synod on
Youth with the theme "Young People, the Faith
and Vocational Discernment” is being
convened in Rome from October 3-28, 2018
Our prayers are raised for the success of the
Synod, where Youth are the focus.

Pope Francis notes that "the theme, an
expression of the pastoral care of the Church
for the young, is consistent with the results of
the recent Synod Assemblies on the Family
and with the content of the post-Synodal
apostolic exhortation "Amoris Laetitia. Its aim
is to accompany the young on their existential
journey to maturity so that, through a process
of discernment, they discover their plan for
life and realize it with joy, opening up to the
encounter with God and with human beings,
and actively participating in the edification of

I fragrance of sanctity and manifold favours

the Church and society". Itis hoped, the "Year I
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n Youth" in our Archdiocese shall steer
forward the much needed youth-faith
renewal.

World Mission Sunday falls on October
21st. The theme offered is "Together with
Young People, Let us Bring the Gospel to
All". Proclamation of the Gospel and making
disciples of all nations by personal witnessing
and dialogue of life in our circumstances shall
prove effective if we are vigilant, devout and
faithful in our practice of faith in spite of
multiple forms of challenges and opposition
in our society. Besides prayers, it is desired

that all communities of Christians comﬂ
forward to make financial contribution in
solidarity with the Pontifical Missionary
Societies of the Evangelization of Peoples.
The Church Universal and the local Church
do depend on the contributions of the faithful.

May October be a month of the Mission
and of the Holy Rosary.

God bless you,

M

"4 Albert D’Souza
(Archbishop of Agra)
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ARCHBISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS (OCTOBER, 2018)

11

Holy Mass, Little Flower Convent, MSST
Sisters, Greater Noida

Holy Mass, Poor Clares Monastery,
Etmadpur; Gandhi Jayanti, Mathura

Holy Mass, Poor Clares Monastery,
Etmadpur

Holy Mass, Formal blessing of Cloistered
Community of Poor Clares, St. Francis of
Assisi Monastery (Colletines)

Holy Mass, St. Francis Church, Hathras
To Bareilly-Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee, Fr.
Conrad OFM Cap

Holy Mass, Feast of Our Lady of the
Rosary, Bastar

Arrival in Agra

Meeting of Archdiocesan Consultors,
Cathedral, Agra

12 Holy Mass, Feast of Our Lady of Pilar,

Dholpur

13 Holy Mass, Feast Day, Fatima Convent,
Agra

14 Holy Mass, Pastoral Visit, Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception, Agra
Priests' Annual Retreat begins- First batch

15 Departure to Bangalore

16 Caritas India-Regional Chairmen and
Directors' Meeting, Bangalore

19 Visit to Lucknow

20 Holy Mass, AINACS, Lucknow

21 Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee of Priests,
Lucknow

22 Arrival in Agra

26 Annual Day, St. Joseph's School, Kasganj

27 Holy Mass, Golden and Silver Jubilee and
First Profession, FCC Sisters, Etah

28 Holy Mass, Pastoral Visit, St. Joseph's
Church, Greater Noida

29 Visitation of St. Joseph's School, G. Noida
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HOLY FATHER'S INTENTION
OCTOBER - 2018
Evangelization: The Mission of Religious
That concerned religious men and women may
bestir themselves, and be present among the

poor, the marginalized, and those who have
Nno Voice.

DATES TO REMEMBER
OCTOBER

FR. VARGHESEK.

FR. PRAKASH D'SOUZA

FR. TOMY V. A.

FR. EUGENEM. LAZARUS

FR.PRAVEEN RAJ MORAS

FR.SIJU PINDIKANAYIL

FR.TONY D'ALMEIDA

FR.JOSEPH KUMAR PASALA

FR.PRAVEEN D'COSTA

FR.PRAJ

FR.PRAKASH RODRIGUES

FR.SANTEESHANTONY

FR. THOMAS K.C.

1 B.D.
5 B.D.
7 B.D.
21 B.D.
28 0O.D
28 O.D
28 O.D
28 O.D
28 O.D
28 O.D
28 O.D
28 O.D
29 B.D.
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Jericho - Prayer undertaken by NCCR, U.P.
and Uttarakhand Regions

The National Catholic
Charismatic Renewal
Services held a meeting with
CBCI in Bangalore on
February 7, 2018 to explain
the need of Jericho Prayer
and to organize this prayer
nationwide throughout India in 7 regions from
May 2018 to May 2019. Our Agra Diocese falls
in the North Zone II-Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand having 9 dioceses. The purpose of
this devotion is to pray for peace in our diocese
and in India. In the past, many Jericho marches
have been organized in many countries, against
Abortion or Terrorist activities. It is a test of faith,
trust in God to move, and a test of obedience.

Accordingly, Most Rev. Francis Kalist of
Meerut Diocese and Episcopal Advisor to the
NCCR, Priests and representatives from
difference dioceses of our Region gathered
together in the Parish Hall of Lucknow Diocese
on July 17, 2018. Most Rev. Francis Kalist
explained to the delegates/representatives about
the importance and intention of the Jericho prayer,
explaining Joshua Ch. 6. In the meeting, it was
discussed to prepare the schedule of the
JERICHO PRAYER to be conducted at the
zonal level as well as at the parish level. Fr.
Joseph Dabre, Parish Priest and Mr. Francis
Xavier Xaxa from St. Mary's Church, Noida,
represented the Agra Diocese. Inthe meeting it
was decided to recite the prayer from August
15th to September 8th, 2018, which the persons
appointed by the Bishop, would prepare for their
own dioceses for success of the journey. Jericho

i

Prayer journey would start from Agra. The
Archbishop would offer the Holy Mass and recite
the prayer in his own diocese. There
will be two crucifixes. Prayer
services could be conducted
on the occasion to give
proper reverence to the
Crucifix which would be blessed by the Bishop
and taken to other dioceses. On the same
occasion, the Bishop will also bless another
Crucifix which will be taken to all the parishes of
the diocese, beginning from that day, according
to convenience and schedule prepared by the
appointed person, in consultation with the parish
priest, starting from the day the Jericho Prayer is
conducted in the diocese.

The Crucifix journey started on September
9, 2018 from Agra diocese. Two crucifixes were
blessed by Most Rev. Albert D'Souza, the
Archbishop and Most Rev. Francis Kalist,
Bishop of Meerut, during the holy Mass. After
holy Mass there was a procession. One blessed
Crucifix was taken to the next diocese, Meerut
on September 10th, by Fr. Joseph Dabre, Fr.
Moon Lazarus, Mr. Alfie Rosemeyer and Mr.
Francis X. Xaxa. On completion of the Jericho
Cross journey in 9 dioceses, it returned to Agra
on September 18th, 2018.

The same Crucifix is to be carried to the Divine
Retreat Centre, Muringoor, on November 18,
2018. The cross travelled in the diocese would
be placed on the Map of India, prepared there
at the intercessors' gathering from November 18-
21, 2018.

Francis Xavier Xaxa, St. Mary's, Noida
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The Holy Family of Nazareth should be our Ideal
Aji Thomas, St. Fidelis Church, Aligarh
This essay won the first prize at the Diocesan level Essay Competition organised by ARCC.

.. Family is a unit where parents live
':1-:} with their children in harmony. The

M ? Holy Family is the one that can
Vi ’} \ beconsidered as an ideal for

A aed others. We have different

2 ;0 role models in life ---

some times in the form of

people, their personality or way of life. For
Christian families, the Holy Family of Nazareth
should be our ideal. In today's world, when
divorces and separation are becoming common,
children are taking up wrong paths of life, the Holy
Family of Nazareth shows the path of the way of
life, they show by example how a family that is
united can withstand trials of life. The peculiar
characteristics of the Holy Family of Nazareth are:

1. Acceptance of the Word: The biggest
speciality of the Holy Family of Nazareth is the
whole hearted acceptance of the Word of God.
When Angel Gabriel appeared before the Virgin
Mary and told her about God's plan for her, she
wholeheartedly said; "I am the handmaid of the
Lord, be it done to me according to your word".
She did not care about the dogmas prevalent in
the society, nor about what people would say.
Similarly, Joseph had thought of divorcing Mary
quietly because he was a righteous man, yet he
decided to take her as his wife, when the Angel of
the Lord appeared and told him to do so.

In the same way in our families, there may be
imperfections. Pope Francis himself said that we
do not have perfect families. Instead of
broadcasting our family problems to others, we
should look for God's Word in it.
2. Hardworking: The Holy Family of Nazareth

worked hard for their livelihood. Joseph, who was
a carpenter, worked hard to look after his family
when they were in exile. Jesus also worked
alongside His father and learnt his trade. Adocument
of Vatican I[lemphasizes the need of men and women
working to provide livelihood for themselves.

A good Christian family should also notdepend
on help from family and friends but earn their own
livelihood. The Church emphasizes on dignity of
labour and we should realize that it is better to eat
like a poor person with your earnings, than live
like a king on charity.

3. Endurance: The capacity to bear pain is
endurance. The Holy Family of Nazareth bore pain
that was meted out to them. After Jesus was born
and King Herod went on a rampage killing young
children under the age of two years, Joseph and
Mary along with their new born child endured the
long journey to Egypt. Joseph did not wait for the
morning; rather he left with Mary and the baby in
the middle of the night. Similarly, when Simeon
had prophesied that "a sword will pierce your
heart", to Mary, she silently pondered upon it, and
when Jesus was to be crucified she remembered
the prophecy that was made.

In the same way, families should endure pain that
they receive. They must not be critical about the faults
of others. Joseph never criticized Mary for His pain
or trouble. Families should not blame each other.

4. Acceptance and belief in children: When
Mother Mary found out that they were without wine
in the wedding at Cana, she asked Jesus to help
themout. He immediately replied "my time has not
yet come, what is with you woman". Mother Mary
was not offended by His words. She believed in
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the goodness of her Son and therefore told the
servants: "Do whatever He tells you".

5. Forgiveness: The Holy Family of Nazareth
was very forgiving. When Jesus was left behind at
the temple at the age of 12, His parents forgave Him
for His misgiving. Later on in His life, when Jesus
was talking to the crowds, His Mother and brothers
stood outside. He replied when someone told Him,
His mother and brothers are outside. "Who is my
Mother and who are my brothers... Whoever does
the will of my fatheris my brother and Mother".

In the same way, in families, we should forgive
the mistakes of our family members. Forgiving
others does not demean or make you small, rather
it makes you strong. A mother who was publicly
disowned by her son, bore His pain with Him on
His journey to the Cross.

6. Sanctuary: The home should be a
sanctuary, a safe place for children to grow. Joseph
and Mary provided a safe place for Jesus to grow.
Joseph was like a guardian angel, protecting Mary
and Jesus fromallevil...... King Herod, Mary from
punishment according to the Mosaic law for being
pregnant out of wedlock (Leviticus 20:10).

As Joseph spoke through his actions, similarly
Christian families should proclaim the Gospel
through their actions. Joseph emptied himself of
SELF.... We need to learn to give our 'Yes' to
God's Word. Empty SELF....ourselves to God.,
Let our homes be sanctuaries for children where
they can grow to their full ability. Let parents silently
nurture their children. . .leading by example.

7. Obedience: Jesus was a model of
obedience. He was born of a virgin, a son of a
carpenter and He was obedient to His parents.
From the age of 12, when He was accidently left
behind at the temple, He started His public life.
He lived with them and was obedient to them. He
grew in wisdom and in years and in divine and

human favour. Children should also be obedient
to their parents in all matters. Even in their growing
years, when children are not in agreement, they
should be obedient to their parents.

8. Love: The Holy Family reflected its love
for each other in different instances. Joseph and
Mary search for their son. Mary supported her
son in His mission and it was the love and concern.

We should add love as an important ingredient
inour family life. Money, status and other things
are temporary... they do not define life. But
1Corinthians 13:4-5 says" Love is patient, love 1s
kind. It doesn't envy, it does not boast. . .it keeps
no record of wrongs".

9. Prayer: Itis the base of all strong families.
Itisnghtly said "A family that prays together stays
together". Prayer is a glue that binds families
together. Jesus was able to explain the Scriptures
and hold His way among scholars because He
was taught at home. Even though the Bible does
not mention it explicitly, itis inherent. Jesus grew
in wisdom of men and of God.

Similarly, families should devote time for prayer.
Prayers should be recited together, not individually.
A family is brought together by prayer.

If we deeply study the sacrifices, the trials, the
problems, the sorrow, the joyous occasions, the
pain.....endured by the Holy Family, surely we will
be able to live as good Christians; not just by birth,
but by the virtue of our lives. We will enact the
love and suffering of Christ, through our life.
Accept God's hand in everything...even in
pain...even when it does not look right...even
when others gain and you lose. . .even when people
who are corrupt are praised. . .we are followers
of Christ. We will proclaim our Christianity not
just by our birth or wearing religious symbols, but
by our love and our life. And they will know we
are Christians by our love.
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From Affliction to Glory - Part 4

When we go through
affliction, we have to develop
courage and perseverance.
As you are operating in faith
things may grow worse than
before, the circumstances
may get rough, but praise be
to God, faith has the power to turn every situation
in our favour, that is why the devil tries to test
our faith. Thatis why most of the time itis not the
problem with faith, but it is because we start to
grow unbelief.

There are thoughts of how the situation is
growing worse, it will not be smooth sailing and
there will be battles. We have got to have friends
around us who will build us up in the midst of
trials with faith. People who talk about your
problem with you, without faith, will only give
you an emotional high, which destroys your faith.
The friends who take the Scripture and battle
the problem with you, are the friends that will
build you up.

Having this understanding about what trials can
accomplish enables us to have a joyful attitude
towards such trials. We have to consider the trial,
nothing but joy, knowing that the testing of your
faith will produce patience, will bring the best out
of you and when you let patience have its perfect
work, it will truly turn your trials into triumph.

We have to be deaf to every negative situation
that comes in our life, but we must be attentive
to the voice of the Good Shepherd. Not acting
in patience is like an athlete participating in a
sprint, who stops mid-way to shout back at all
the observers in the stand, who are cheering for
the opponent, that runner will definitely end up
last.

Ask yourself when you are angry, what are
the first words that come out of our mouth? If
they are words of attack, words of offence, then
we prophecy curses on ourselves and even on
those we love. If negative words come out of
our mouth, we have deactivated the blessing and
activated the curse in our life and in the lives of
others as well.

That is why, it is extremely important to let
patience have its complete work in us, which means
we hold on to the promise of God and waiting on
the Lord to do the needful. I am sure, many of
you have experienced that when you were in the
heat of trial, you kept quiet and everything worked
itself out and at other times you let out a barrage
of words and things get worse.

The Lord is teaching us something very
practical. In the beginning you will feel like a
food, but if you practice it, you will find that
patience brings forth such great wonders in your
life, which is beyond your imagination.

Fr. Dennis D'Souza

Matrimonial Classified

1. A beautiful Roman Catholic Malayali girl
from Kottayam, age 26, height 5.2 ft., born and
brought up in Rajasthan, working as a Software
Engineer in Delhi-NCR. Her parents are
searching for proposals from the parents of
suitable Roman Catholic Malayali boys working
in India or abroad. Mob: 09414147552 /
07976548288

2. Knanaya Catholic Doctor, born and
brought up in the U.S.A. is looking for a suitable
partner. He is 36 years old, working in a reputed
hospital in New York. Height 5.11 ft.

Contact: 9412266641
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Devotion to the Rosary e Jiby Lukose, St. Mary's Church, Agra

'Rosary' means garland of roses - the Rose is a
symbol of Mother Mary. The Rosary has an
important place in showing who a Catholic is among
a group of people as many Catholics wear it around
their neck. In their cars and in other places they
keep a Rosary blessed by priests or brought from
some holy place. Many Catholics say the Rosary
individually and in groups. In most Catholic homes,
the evening prayers consist mainly of the Rosary.

St. Dominic Guzman (1170-1221), the founder
of the Dominican congregation is reported to be
the pioneer of the piety of the Rosary. St.

Mother about his pain and the [¢
circumstances he had to encounter. She \
said recite 15 Our Fathers and 150 Hail
Mary's during the preaching. Dominic
followed a new style in his preaching. He
would speak about an incident in the life of \uﬁm
Jesus, followed by prayers to Mother Mary.

Gradually it developed into the Rosary prayer.
Dominic began the Rosary as it is practiced. After
meditating upon an event in the life of Jesus, ten
Hail Marys were recited.

The Rosary became popular through various
Rosary groups. The Rosary got official recognition
in 1571 when Pope Pius V declared October 7th
as the Feast of the Mother of the Rosary. It was
done as an act of gratitude for a great blessing the
Church received through the recitation of the
Rosary. Pope Leo, XII in 1883, declared
October as the month of the Rosary. He
encouraged the recitation of the Rosary in the
Church with the exposition of the Holy Eucharist.
Pope Pius XII said it as part of the family prayer.

It was John Paul II (1978-2005) who added
the Mysteries of Light to the Rosary. Thus, the

A\

S\

L, = Mother, like any good mother, Mary will help

mysteries reached 20. He once wrote that in
leading the faithful in Christianity has a big and
praiseworthy role. Pope Paul VI (1963-1978) had
written that if no importance is given to the
Mysteries of the Life of Christin the Rosary, it will
be like a body without a soul.

The Rosary has been an important sacramental
that has enriched the faith of Catholics for centuries.
The Rosary is an aid to salvation as it has deep and
powerful connection to the Bible and the Divine
mysteries that are tied to Jesus' redemptive stay on
earth. The Rosary binds Catholics to the historical
life of Christ and it suggests our eternal destiny and
union with Christ in heaven. The mysteries of the
'Rosary, Translate the Bible into Prayer'.

I believe, that the Rosary is a very
powerful prayer which can bring healing and
peace of mind. When we pray to Mary our

herdear children on earth. Mary's intercessory power
is strong before the throne of God because Jesus
would not deny His Mother's requests.

Many miracles have occurred throughout the
world by praying the Rosary, like the 'Fatima
Miracle of the Sun'. Our Blessed Mother
appeared to three shepherd children-Jacinta,
Francisco and Lucia in Fatima, Portugal, when
they were praying the Rosary.

On October 7th, the Roman Catholic Church
celebrates the annual feast of Our Lady of the
Rosary. The feast day is celebrated in honour of
the 16th century naval victory which secured
Europe against Turkish invasion. Pope St. Pius V
attributed the victory to the intercession of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, who was invoked on the
day of battle through a campaign to pray the Rosary
throughout Europe.
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A Pension Scheme to be Launched

At the suggestion of our Parish Priest, Rev.
Fr. Philip Correia, during the Parish Council
meeting, we have decided to start a "Pension
Scheme" for the dependent elderly and the sick
members of our parish.

This partial help is in view of helping them
to live a dignified life without totally depending
on the mercy of others.

During his Sunday homily, our Parish Priest
appealed to all the Institutions, Communities
and well to do families of the parish to contribute
generously towards this noble cause. So far
the response is very positive and encouraging
as many are coming forward with monetary
help.

Our target is to reach as many recipients as
possible, both at the parish level and outside
the parish boundaries.

The most comforting and consoling aspect
of this scheme 1s that needy recipients do not
have to follow or fulfil any formalities.

May God bless our humble beginning.

Prince Lee
Sacred Heart Church, Mathura
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Mary, The Woman of God

Mother of God, Mother of the Redeemer,
Mother of the Son of God, Mother of the
Church, Mother of Christians, are the titles we
remember when we think of Mary, the humble
maiden of Nazareth. Immaculate Conception,
Ever-virgin, Mother of God, and Assumption are
the eternal truths taught by the Church about this
Virgin. Our separated brethren protest against
all these dogmas concerning Mary saying, they
are non-biblical. Even in their preachings and
conventions, they don't mention the name of
Mary. In their writings and exhortations, they
highlight some of the exemplary Old Testament
women than Mary. They do away with all the
Catholic teachings about Mary. The great concern
of the church today is to find a middle way to
explain Mary's role in the history of salvation.

As we pray the Sacred Scriptures, we could
find a great truth mentioned about her which I
would call, "the Gospel of Mary, the Woman of
God." Gospel because it is good news that is
proclaimed in the Bible and that is to be
proclaimed by every Christian. The entire Bible
is the Good News of God proclaimed by God
himself through the lips and writings of the sacred
authors. The first person who proclaimed about
'Mary, the Woman', was God Himself. In
Gen.3:15 we read God proclaiming about the
woman and her offspring to our first parents. We
see in Is. 7:14 that the prophet Isaiah proclaiming
that the young woman is with a child and shall
bear a son. Again the prophet Jeremiah (31: 22)
proclaims about a woman encompassing a man
which he calls a new thing created by God on
earth.

In the Gospel, St Luke proclaims about the
woman named Mary, the mother of Jesus,

through the lips of Elizabeth: "Blessed are you
among women and blessed is the fruit of your
womb" (1:42). In the entire Bible no other woman
1s proclaimed as blessed, other than Mary, the
mother of Jesus. St. Peter proclaimed Mary
through the writings of St Mark. The beloved
disciple proclaims that Jesus called His mother,
as woman. Thus he proclaims Mary, the Woman.
St Paul proclaimed the woman to the Galatians
(4;4). Again in the Revelation, St John proclaims
the woman as he saw a vision (ch.12). The entire
Bible tells us about this woman, that she is
proclaimed and should be proclaimed. Every
Christian is aware that this woman is none other
than Mary, the mother of Jesus. If Jesus our Lord
called His mother, 'woman,' then the word came
from his lips is good news for us and for the world.
Because no one on earth calls one's own mother,
'‘woman'.

The word 'woman' is a mystery. If it is a
mystery it is from God and therefore this woman
cannot be an ordinary woman; rather the Woman
of God. This is the title given to the Virgin-
Woman who gave birth to the Son of God in the
Bible. Indeed Mary 1s truly the Woman of God -
a woman par excellence. The woman who is
blessed among all women. Blessed is her womb
that bore and her breast that nursed the Son of
God. She is the blessed woman of faith who
believed what God has promised would be
fulfilled. The Woman of our Proclamation. She
is hailed, blessed and proclaimed in the
Scriptures. Let us hail her, bless her and proclaim
her and thus we would be enabled to honour
her, venerate her and exalt her.

Fr. Xavier G.
Fatima Mission, A jay Nagar, Mathura
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Rt. Rev. P.P. Habil Felicitated on the

5" Anniversary of His Consecration

Agra, Sept. 29, 2018: Rt. Rev. P. P. Habil,
(Bishop of Agra Diocese-CNI), celebrated the
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fifth anniversary of his Episcopal Ordination. A
special Thanksgiving Service was organized on
September 29th, 2018 at St. George's Cathedral,
Agra. The Agra Diocese Church of North India
(CNI) consists of the whole of Western U.P,,
Uttarakhand etc. Previously it was a part of the
Diocese of Lucknow. There are about two
dozen Presbyters (Pastors) working in Agra
Diocese.

Rev. Fr. Sebastian Pantaladi, Fr, Eugene
Moon Lazarus and Fr. Lawrence Raja felicitated
His Lordship in his Curia Office and wished him
well. Rev. Fr. Eugene Moon Lazarus, Secretary,
Agra Clergy Fellowship, participated in the
ceremony and wished Bishop Habil on behalf of
the Archbishop and the Archdiocese of Agra.
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New Building of
St. Thomas' School, Agra blessed

24th September 2018 was another milestone
in the history of St. Thomas' School,
Shastripuram, Agra. The new building was
blessed and inaugurated by His Grace Most Rev
Dr. Albert D' Souza. His Grace in his speech
talked about the holistic growth in the field of
Education. He highlighted the importance of
having an Education that combines mind, heart
and hand. The teaching is not limited to growth
in knowledge but being tangible in action. He also
stressed upon the significance of discipline as call
of the time. He put forth a call to aspire bigger
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and fly higher.

The ceremony began with a short prayer
service followed by the blessing of the building.
The students and the teachers actively
participated in the celebration.

Rev. Fr. George Paul, Fr. Sebastian Pathalady
and many Priests and Religious Sisters joined in
this gracious inaugural ceremony. Fr. Paul
Thannickal, the new Manager was officially
welcomed into the family of St. Thomas School.

The students welcomed His Grace and the
other dignitaries with floral bouquets. Rev. Fr.
Arun Lasrado expressed his deep gratitude to
God Almighty. He thanked His Grace for the
support that he received from him in making this
dream come true. He also felicitated the people
concerned who worked on this project.

The tiny shoot which began in the year 2014
is now growing into a beautiful tree, spreading
out its branches in every field. The values and
the ethics that are instilled in the students may
enhance them to bear witness in the world.

Long Live Thomasine.......

Sr. Francina FC, Shastripuram, Agra
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National Day of Prayer for India
Observed

Agra, October 2nd: Under the banner of tﬂ
United Christian Prayer for India (UCPI),
Mahatma Gandhi and Lal Bahadur Shastri Jayanti
was observed as a National Day of Prayer for
our beloved country at Havelock Methodist
Church, Agra Cantt. A sizeable number of
Priests/Pastors and lay faithful participated in the
programme and prayed for the cause.
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The programme began with a welcome note
by Rev. T.S. Gill, Presbyter in-charge of
Havelock Methodist Church, Agra. Then the
Church choir sang a suitable hymn. Dr. Raju
Thomas, State Coordinator for UCPI, explained
the purpose of our meeting. Mr. Praveen Mishra,
Founder and President of Masih Jan Kalyan
Samiti did the Scripture reading. It was followed
by the exhortation and reflection given by Rev.
Fr. Eugene Moon Lazarus. He talked on 1 Tim
2:1-4. Mrs. Elisha sang a special song. Various
Intercessory prayers were offered for our
country, our President, Prime Minister, Governor,
Chief Minister and all political leaders,
Bureaucrats, National and Regional, leaders and
officers, for peace, harmony and brotherhood in
our society. Once again, the choir sang a
melodious song 'Itni Shakti Hamen Dena
Data....". Fr Eugene Moon Lazarus gave the
final Benediction. With this, the programme came
to an end. Refreshments were served to all.

Alfred Rosemeyer
St. Mary's Church, Agra Cantt

At last, Poor Clares Arrived in Agra

AR R :

Agra, October 4th: This will be a red letter
day 1n the annals of the Archdiocese of Agra,
when, after much waiting and expectation, the
Religious of POOR CLARES (Cloistered
Congregation) finally arrived. It seemed all the

roads were leading to Etmadpur, Agra, where
within walls 18 metres high, a new convent was
built to accommodate the Sisters of POOR
CLARES.

'Aaradhana’, the new monastery of POOR
CLARES was inaugurated on the feast of St.
Francis of Assisi. Most Rev. Albert D'Souza and
Most Rev. Francis Kalist graced the occasion.
His Grace asked Rev. Sr. Victoria, the Abbess
of the Dumka community of POOR CLARES,
to cut the ribbon of the newly built convent. The
ceremonial lamp was it by the dignitaries. His
Grace handed over the keys of the convent to
Reyv. Sr. Victoria, who, in turn, passed them on
to Rev. Sr. Antonia Murmu, Abbess of
'Aaradhana’ Monastery. The doors will remain
closed till the corpse of any inmate has to be
taken for burial outside. Another door will be
used for shopping, travelling etc.

The Holy Eucharist was offered in the new
chapel. Besides both Bishops, Rev. Fr. Lourdu
SJ from Dumka, and many priests from the
Archdiocese concelebrated the Mass. A good
number of Religious Sisters also participated in
the Mass. Bishop Francis Kalist of Meerut
Diocese, preached a lovely homily, to mark the
occasion. After Mass, the congregation visited
the house for the first and last time, as it would
be closed for the ordinary public, except the
parlour, where visitors and guests/benefactors will
be attended to.

The Archbishop has requested Rev. Fr. Stany
of Bareilly, Minister at Masih Vidyapeeth,
Etmadpur, Agra, to help the Sisters initially. At
present, there are six Sisters in the 'Aaradhana’
community, namely, Sr. Antonia Murmu (acting
Abbess), Sr. Genevieve, Sr. Monica, Sr. Brigita
and two juniors, Sister Stella and Regina.

In an interview with Rev. Sr. Victoria, the
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Abbess, to the Editor of Agradiance, she said
that'Aaradhana’ in Agra, is their fifth community
in the country. Their Sisters came originally from
Burma to Aluva, Kerala. From there, they went
to Otacamund (Ooty) and Hyderabad, and from
Ooty to Dumka, and finally to Agra. Sr. Victoria
will continue to be the Abbess of Dumka and
Agracommunities, until Canonical erection of Sr.
Antonia. Dumka 1s known as the 'First Daughter
House', whereas Raiganj 1s the 'Second Daughter
House'.

Their main apostolate is prayer for all.
Simultaneously, the Sisters make hosts and other
liturgical dresses (on request). They chiefly
depend on their manual work and home-grown
fruits and vegetables. They do not go out in
search of food etc., but providentially benefactors
supply them their needs from time to time.

To keep in touch with the outside world, they
make use of the newspapers and television (only
for news) and other necessary information. After
two years of Novitiate, they make their First
Profession, and after six years of Juniorate, they
make their Final Profession. Their family members
are allowed to attend the Profession ceremonies.
In turn, the Sisters also can visit home to see
their ailing/dying parents, at least twice in their
life ime. Surprisingly, POOR CLARES are also
facing an acute problem with vocations, as this
kind of life does not challenge nor attract the
young people any more.

The Archdiocese extends a warm welcome
to you dear Sisters of POOR CLARES! May
the Lord of vocations help you and support you
always. Have a pleasant stay with us and most
importantly, continue to pray for us. May God
bless you always!

Fr. Eugene Moon Lazarus
St. Lawerence Seminary, Agra

He giay o=, faer o gren famat &
gd 3gyd Afer @ ==mar T

iy "

3P 7 S1eR | 9a oiy fas<y geelt &
AT A ST ST OAREH % SIS H ST
1ok, @R 9 foveard =1 %2 39 JoR U6 fHa
o Jeeianfadl & &edi § o9 9 9fe &1 T
e TS|

Yo qfed WIeL 3T TER] % Hedn |
AREYE # U6: B: 991 ¥ A1 T B 98 Ha
HIFTT ThHel H Tl gU 3R 3%H 19 & TR
ol SirgeR? feast sl (AIeT) SHTE o SHH IHGd
TeU HiF ae I gd o § 99 ®
Yo e gl & HeT 3= THEhIe Uil o
314 | wferkvra | aftgqel genedi 3 sl 1 g
ToTeenT ST HIET &0 & F9 F o | < gy
T YSH ohl ATHHEM Hi AR BIST T4 | 5T+ UsRT
AR Y H I IS T de B & giedi 9
1T BT T | 921 & oL 79I o1 | Sl STHAM
F1 SR Teciiantadl o garsti i FARHTIST &
1y feu A9 SO Sed W IR 9 9 Fe
7T & T | IR @ H A A @ faemE
% 99 foasme @ T g

He Ufeaw ==, 3R & Sl ud garsi
Sl TXYAT TLATAT o
T 6-7 JeReR | &2 Ufer ==, s

OCTOBER - 2018

AGRADIANCE




B & AT g T T, Tt S gaIsti
% dYl Yoo 9iee & TeE & foag daer 7
RSN AR 90 69 @11 goad! "erds qlfsd

FIEL TG Td FIed T ARE & A9 |
Yool & e 50 I=al 7 FHA1SA i Har & faga
MﬁwaﬁMﬁﬂmm|

6-34323'{ = Trf%r chuqé ol e
ﬂ@qtﬁmaﬁmmaﬁmﬂmwﬁw

No evil shall befall you, |
nor shall affliction come near
your tent, for to His Angels
God has given command
about you, that they guard
you in all your ways. Upon
their hands they will bear §

foot against a stone.

Psalm 91: 10-12 A heavenly spirit a551gned
by God to watch over each of us during our
lives. The doctrine of angels is part of the
Church's tradition. The role of the guardian angel
is both to guide us to good thoughts, works and
words, and to preserve us from evil. Since the
17th century the Church has celebrated a feast
honoring them in October throughout the
Universal Church. Since the last calendar
revision this feast is Oct 2.
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He has charged His
angels with the ministry of
watching and safeguarding
every one of His creatures
that behold not His face.
Kingdoms have their angels
assigned to them, and men
have their angels; these latter

- 1t 1s to whom religion
dmlgnates the Holy Guardian Angels. Our Lord
says in the Gospel, "Beware lest ye scandalize any
of these little ones, for their angels in heaven see
the face of My Father." The existence of Guardian
Angels, is, hence a dogma of the Christian faith:
this being so, what ought not our respect be for
that sure and holy intelligence thatis ever present
at our side; and how great our solicitude be, lest,
by any act of ours, we offend those eyes which
are ever bent upon us in all our ways!
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International Girl Child Day Celebrated

St. John's Church, Firozabad, celebrated the
International Girl Child Day on September 9th,
to commemorate that the Girl Child is a gift and
power of the Catholic Church.

Girl children of the parish were offered on
the altar with roses as a symbol to replicate that
they are the great asset to the Church. Special
prayers were offered during the Eucharistic
celebration. Atthe end of the holy Mass, the girl
children were given gifts by the Mother General
of the Canossian Sisters, who witnessed the

Event. — Priya Joseph, Firozabad
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Silver Jubilee Celebration of
Sr. Maria Goretti Lakra in Firozabad

On September 16th, 2018, the parishioners
of St. John's Church, Firozabad, organized a
magnificent Silver Jubilee celebration in honour
of Rev. Sr. Maria Goretti (Canossian). The
function was held to commemorate the
completion of 25 glorious years of her services
in the vineyard of the Lord.

On this great day, a solemn Mass was
celebrated. The main celebrant was Most Rev,
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Albert D'Souza, our Archbishop. In his sermon,
His Grace numbered 25 years of Sr. Goretti's
successful stories and the dedicated services she
had rendered to the society and to the people of
God, in particular.

After Mass, a felicitation programme was
arranged to mark this great day. The parishioners’
efforts and hard work were noticed by the
Dances exhibited by the youth and children of
the parish. Sr. Goretti was also honoured with a
memento by the Parish Priest, Rev. Fr. Shaji
Joseph.

Finally, a delicious dinner was served to all,
thereby bringing to an end, a meaningful
celebration.

Arul Anand, St. John's Church, Firozabad

Ha framee ==, ST, Y 5 ud
HHRIE T, THe hi T8 SHIT aht SIS

30 faarer 2018 1 9d fa@mee =€, JuR
1 S dSl YA § HAR WA 39 gl g
St IR & for =t st wief &fR 27 | 29 R
o 1 oA 1 fowr Brgm wedn off it T,
et STATE $16d WAt TSR, HIRE AR
3R e SIHE AfgTs A 1|

Ted 9ol @ feF = | T e e % A

§ 2 g frenren T o # M 991 S ¥
e 3wt favenfadi 7w foran Se@ &
YA % W€ @hel & forg a9 9 gERd i
TSI HRIEHi e . oo fegs g/ &l T |
79 AT T IR HARFA, et Heg quald,
I YA . HIRT e, weY By 3R
311 WIeT ot uftea 91

JEIfeTg 3 SR 25 qfedi & Wy gfes
e sfeie™ =g fowrg @t g/ geedt &
T Sedl I Uge WHYEE SN 37 oid H
TEHO SRR T T IR 3 yaud |
it o1 FHHEIR & G 9L T o g s |
THY WA @ foh 39 S7aer 9 et o, fiey
AT YR AT R 797 G w1
STt T H el R goh WIed §H AR R
oy erfaferdi & &9 o g9R Wiy 3ufted 9

39 HAIH W =4 6l el 9 Tfer agel 9
ST T A1 39 94 sl Yhedgesh T H
[t qectanadl 9 Th 9t 9 9H9Hs i o=,
seY fage SR ganedi &1 off 981 9reH Wi
e ql S ¥ A wieH, ey SR |l %
fou difasis =61 sTEe e & @t A & e
T fomam | —vrrey v fefiean

T et | aferenten wa
ATt ehr feera A=
2 T 2018 =1 &R Tedt
S W O il Te Al w6 e
B i 512 wifeerd < W AT
5" NH T sfeee A 7 s aifersnd
& Ty fismer # g3 foan | 59 fa7 gart ot
o sr=dl A e siferem # Tl <1 Herer fean

OCTOBER-2018

AGRADIANCE




TH & 9vEId TEAe gel A, SeH usft
SO A1l SR S8 ol AL T & &
fae of@ o foem sfeem 9 9= I
HIEL S A 9 TRk Isieh Wiel F¥15] S
vt 9w S A Yeud & g gt A
! Td Hieh1 & U< To=81 W e i HE €|
gd HifehT 9 17 91 9% 99 o STEH & A9
e & o Mg i, faes werasy ST
Teh = 559 a0l SHF o4 T | 91§ 919 el
STt < HIaT AiEY H 9 T qfad Sitad S &
o scafea feeam wee sit 7 snfersredi =t
TS H HeeqUl T2 3 & forg @il bl SieHifed
foren qen enferamtsht & gfa e aRonssi =
yftafda &3 &1 gy foan | @y & w3 94t
Arar fuadreti =1 afaeret & gid See=eina @A
% foau Ut foran o) =R qen 9o § el &
S T TS0 o1 i el | THE SfegE & 95
FIeX St 7 eifaeedt e wast & fau fage
ILHT i AT b T I 1Y TR 3% SAeTalg
oo | 59k ST WIgT St 9 9t "rared 8iR
arferartail sh! st Aren faadia &t AR 3= 9
Afem | T w3 & fag 9ia fean |

ST T, VSR o, S

Gandhi Jayanti Celebration Report at
Jesus & Mary Convent School, G. Noida
- : L

Jesus & Mary Convent School, Gr. Noida
celebrated the birth anniversary of the Father of
Nation with great zeal and alacrity. The school
started with a colorful assembly conducted by
the students. The school Principal Rev. Fr,
Rogimon Thomas lit the lamp with Manager. Rev.
Fr. K.K. Thomas, former Principal. Rev. Fr.
Sebastian, Vice-Principal, Rev. Sr. Rubina and
Pre-Primary Incharge Rev.Sr. Sophia, and paid
homage to Mahatma Gandhi. The students
presented different songs and a skits. The
assembly concluded with the release of the first
school Magazine 'Invictus'. Later on, different art
and craft activities were conducted in the class.
Some students visited to different places of the

city forcleanliness campaign.  -RituSharma
@emonal N INTERNATONAL

Court acquits Pastor and 11 others
accused of violence

New Delhi: A district court in Madhya
Pradesh on Oct. 10 acquitted a Christian Pastor
and 11 others three years after they were booked
on charges of attacking a group of Hindus. The
Mandelshwar District and Sessions Court of
Madhya Pradesh having heard the witnesses
found that it was Pastor Damar Singh and others
who had been beaten up.

Judge Sangeeta Dawar Maurya acquitted all
12 of all charges. A mob of suspected hardline
Hindu activists attacked the Pastor’s Prayer
Service on Good Friday of 2015. Later, the
Pastor and 11 others were booked, reportedly
under pressure from the mob, for stone pelting,
abusing, beating up and for making life threatening
calls. Allied lawyers of ADF India, a human rights
organization, approached the Court to secure
freedom of religion and belief guaranteed under
the constitution.
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Teachers' Day St J. P School
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Honouring Teachers, Sadbhavna, Agra
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Blessing/of 2 new:school buildings at Shastripuram & Anoop Nagar
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Recipients of S. Thomas Memorial Scholarship

Sheryl Lazer, ICSE; 95% Anysha M. Kumar, 1S, Dulw Murhew, [Topper} Congrates!|L1. Jarvis Thomas
‘51 Patricks College, Agra 95.25% (Com.) S1. George's ﬂgm B.A. {Hons} DEI, Agra on your 1° posting, Bathind
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Bhagwon De:, EE (Died 12.0c1)2018)
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The/Manager, Principal, Staff & Students of
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