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Shepherd's Voice

"Earthly Life-Heavenly Goal"

"Aim at Heaven and you will get earth
thrown in. Aim at earth and you get neither",
said C.S. Lewis. "Seek first the Kingdom of
God and all things shall be given unto you"
(Lk. 12:31). Merely earthly pursuit is likely
to turn to despair!

In fact, Christian faith upholds that we are
made for heaven and for eternity. St. Augustine
exclaimed, "We are made for you O Lord
and we shall not rest until we rest in you".

All who believe in God also believe in after-
life that is eternity. Vision of eternity is central
to our HOPE. Hope of final salvation and
eternity is the reason for right conduct, moral
and ethical behavior, religious belief and
observance. The quality of life on earth ensures
the right reward in eternity, not without the
prelude of the same, by way of well-being,
tranquility, peace and love. Honest joy is the
foretaste of what we all await as we meet the
Creator who loves us eternally. Along the
immortality of the soul, we believe in the
immortality of the whole human person. For
all of us are put on the path of salvation by the
saving act of God's love as seen in the life of
Christ. Hence every Christian approaches life
of the temporal order on earth, with a clear
vision of the supernatural and beatific vision of
| God. Hence, eternity is the final goal of life.
The question that can harass us in a

practical way is the question of ordering our
life of temporal order. The moral, ethical,
cultural, religious, social and political aspects
do form one's engagement in life. Religious
observance and ethical and moral bearings do
include socio-cultural and political values and
ideologies. There may be value-based
distinctions; hence total separation may not
be possible. Socio-political ordering does
have ethical and moral consequences.
Therefore, religious freedom to practice and
propagate one's faith is the fundamental right
of all, however, without disturbing the social
order. Morality and religion function together
in form of social harmony and national
integration based on due awe, reverence and
respect to all religions, cultures, ethnic groups,
languages and regional priorities. Our society
is built on this visible reality. Our Constitution
and democratic, secular fabric manifestatively
safeguard and protect unity, equality, fraternity,
justice and peace.

The recent developments in our society that
spell undue priority to one particular ideology
of narrowed down notions of nationalism do
pose a threat to the very foundation of
constitutional guarantee and secular democratic
structure of our nation and society. Uncalled
for polarization of ideologies will only initiate
competition, rivalry, animosity and violence.
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Therefore we need to resort to religious
| secularism and national integration as the
models on which our society is knit together.

As true believers in God, the followers of
Christ, we are closely guided by the Holy Spirit.
We need not be panic stricken or threatened.
Challenges and threats, sufferings and defeat,
are the way of Christians. Our firm faith spells
out final victory which consists in "conquering
joy". In the Cross is our salvation!

As a matter of fact, Christians wherever
they are in minority, are in some way or the
other subjected to oppression and
persecution. It is not just because they are
Christians in particular; for oppression of the
weaker sections of the economically poor,
underprivileged and deprived is likely to be
seen often. Discrimination of them is due to
the modem climate of majoritanism, privileged
classes, powerful, and elites and due to the
VIP culture that is prevalent. For the rule of
the powerful mighty over the powerless of
lowly status is in common place.

The symptoms appearing in a rampant
way about the oppression of the dalits, tribals,
economically poor and deprived does take
its toll on minority Christians in our country.
But the call to the Church to be prophetic
does empower us to be united in faith,
profession and witnessing. In the final analysis,
our Christian faith prompts us to be heroic in
virtue of witnessing and to stand for the truth
by subscribing to ecumenical unity with
extended attitude of reaching out to the society
through our services, in an inclusive attitude
of forming an inclusive human society. We
need to be more competent than competitive,

more known for excellence rather than for
mere performance, more witnessing by being |
than merely by doing. Our weakness of
witnessing provides strength to those who are
hostile. Above all, the witness of life by prayer
and selfless service surpasses all.

Mahatma Gandhi said "prayer is the key
of the morning and the bolt of the evening".

As Christians, we stand our ground as
praying persons, personally and as
communities with a penitential spiritin imitation
of Christ. Our final redemption is made possible
through forgiveness of our wrongs and the
wrong-doings of others. By way of our
Christian witnessing we influence and inspire
others for promotion of justice, peace and
integration of our society of mutual fellowship,
fraternity and unity. May it be our wish to see
allhumans as members of one large family under
the common fatherhood of God.

We commend ourselves to acts of prayer,
penance and reconciliation for the wrongs that
occur within the Church and for those
immoral and corrupt practices in the society.
We pray for a just and peaceful society and
fora Government that will safeguard in entirety
our sacred Constitution and will promote the
secular democratic structure of our dear
Indian nation. May free and fair elections,
when due, ensure an upright, just and God-
fearing Government.

God bless.

e

"M Albert D’Souza
(Archbishop of Agra)
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ARCHBISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS (JULY, 2018)

1  Holy Mass -Induction of the new Parish
Priest, Cathedral, Agra
Holy Mass, Induction of the new Parish
Priest, St. John 's Church, Firozabad

2 Inauguration of the Academic Session of
the new St. Francis School, Sadabad

3  Inauguration of the new School,
Chakarnagar, Etawah
Feast of St. Thomas, Shastripuram,
Sikandra, Agra

4 Orientation to Formation Staff, Masih
Vidyapeeth, Etmadpur

5 - Do-
6 - Do-
8  Holy Mass, St. Gonzalo Garcia Church,

Bulandshahar-Induction of the new Parish
Priest

Holy Mass, Our Lady of Rosary Church,
Bastar, -Induction the new Parish Priest

9 Holy Mass. Schola Brevis, Masih
Vidyapeeth, Etmadpur
GBM, KNEUS, New Executive Director
to take charge

12 Holy Mass, Blessing of the Convent, UMI.
Jaupura, Shastripuram

14 Schola Brevis, St. Lawrence Minor
Seminary, Agra

15 Inauguration of the new Parish - St. George,
Syro-Malabar, Greater Noida

16  Visit to Ajaynagar-Gaunpur

19  Priests' Monthly Spiritual Recollection

21  Holy Mass, Inauguration and blessing of the
new Convent, MSST Sisters, Greater Noida

22 Meeting with Sr. Tara, FSM, General
Councilor

23 Welcome to the Bishop of Quilon-Most Rev.
Stanley Roman
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Most Rev.

THE ARCHDIOCESE OF AGRA

Dr. Albert D’Souza

Archbishop of Agra

My dear people,

Grace, peace and joy of Christ!
Considering the current pastoral and apostolic needs, the following transfers/appointments are agreed
upon at the last Consultors' Meeting held on May 16th, 2018:

ARCHBISHOP'S HOUSE

WAZIRPURA ROAD

AGRA - 282 003 U.P. (INDIA)

@Oﬁ : (0562) 2851318, 2526397
Per. (0562) 2853939

Fax : (0562) 2527208

E-mail: archdagra @gmail.com

S. Ne. Name From To
1. Rev. Fr. Ignatius | Parish Priest, St. Gonzalo Garcia | Parish Priest i
Miranda Church, Bulandshahar Cathedral of the
Immaculate
Conception, Agra
2. Rev. Fr. Joe Thykkattil | Parish Priest, Cathedral of the | Parish  Priest,  St.
Immaculate Conception, Agra Peter’s Church,
Bharatpur
3. Rev. Fr. Rogimon | Parish  Priest/Principal,  St. | Principal, Jesus &
Thomas John’s Church/School, | Mary Convent School,
Firozabad G. Noida
4. Rev. Fr. Sebastian | Principal, Jesus and Mary | Executive Director
Kollithanam Convent School, G. Noida KNEUS, G. Noida
5. Rev. Fr. Joseph | Parish Priest, St. Thomas | In charge- Sadabad
Rodrigues Church, Shastripuram, Agra Mission, St. Francis
School, Sadabad
6. Rev. Fr. Shaji Joseph Executive Director, KNEUS, G. | Parish Priest,
Noida Principal, St. John’s
Church / School,
Firozabad
T Rev. Fr. Suresh K. | Parish Priest/Principal, Our | Principal, St. Fidelis
D*Souza Lady of Rosary Church/School, | School, Kheda Khush
Bastar Khabar, Aligarh
8. Rev. Fr. Thomas Sunil | Principal, St. Fidelis School, | Archdiocesan Financial
Mathew Kheda Khush Khabar, Aligarh Administrator,
Cathedral House, Agra
9. Rev. Fr. Johnson M.A. | Professor/Formator, Masih | Higher Studies,
Vidyapeeth, Etmadpur Dindigul
10. Rev. Fr. Joseph | Assistant, Cathedral of the | Parish Priest/Principal,
Pindikinayil Immaculate Conception, Agra Our Lady of Rosary
Church/School, Bastar
11. Rev. Fr. Praveen | Assistant, St. Peter’s College, | Parish Priest, St.
D’Costa Agra Gonzalo Garcia
Church, Bulandshahar




12 Rev. Fr. Tony | Curia  Secretary, Cathedral | Assistant, St. Francis |
D’ Almeida House, Agra Church/School,
Hathras
13. Rev. Fr.  Santeesh | Assistant St. Mary’s Church, | Assistant, Holy Family
Antony Noida Church/Christ the King
Inter College, Tundla
14. Rev. Fr. Rajan Dass Vice  Rector/Professor,  St. | Assistant, St. Patrick’s
Lawrence Minor Seminary, | Church/St. Clare’s Sr.
Agra Sec. School, Agra
15. Rev. Fr. Arul Kumar | Assistant, Fatima Church & | Formator/Professor,
Lazar School, Ajaynagar Masih Vidyapeeth,
Etmadpur .
16. Rev. Fr. Alok Toppo Studies Curia Secretary,
Cathedral House, Agra
17. Rev. Fr. Lawrence V. | Assistant, St. Peter’ Church, | Assistant, St. Peter’s
Raja Bharatpur College, Agra
18. Rev. Fr.  Vineesh | Assistant, Holy Family | Assistant, St. Mary’s
Joseph Church/Christ the King Inter | Church, Noida
College, Tundla
19. Rev. Fr. Charles Toppo | Assistant, St. Theresa’s | Assistant, Cathedral of
Church/School, Kosikalan the Immaculate
Conception, Agra
20. Rev. Fr. Xavier G. Assistant, St Patrick’s Church, | Assistant, Fatima
Agra Cantt Church and School,
Ajaynagar
21 Rev. Fr. Preyas | Assistant, St. Francis Church & | Formator/  Professor,
Anthony School, Hathras St. Lawrence Minor
Seminary, Agra

The following are the assignments to the Regents:
1. Brother Vincent Anthonyswamy S - Anupnagar

2. Brother Ashwin Dony - Jaith

3. Brother Jose Paul- Sadbhawana, Aligarh

4. Brother Samma Joseph- Bastar

5. Brother Ashish - Savio Balbhawan, Aligarh

6. Brother Gaurav - Savio Balbhawan, Aligarh

The above changes shall come into effect from July 1, 2018.
Rev. Fr. Arun Lasrado shall be the Parish Priest of St. Thomas Church, Shastripuram.

Yours devotedly in Christ,

"4 Albert D’Souza
(Archbishop of Agra)
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Being Joyful like Mary Part-2

Luke 1:28-30 ---
And having come in, the
angel said to her, "Re-
joice, highly favored
one, the Lord is with
you; blessed are you
among women!" But

- when she saw him, she
* was troubled at his saying, and con-
sidered what manner of greeting this was. Then
the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God."

Angel Gabriel called Mary "Highly favoured".
What does it mean to be "highly favoured"?
When we are blessed and highly favoured, it
means we have chosen to be obedient to God's
Will and Commandments and to love Him. When
we ask a person "How are you today"? If his
response is, "I am blessed and highly favoured”,
we know that this person is truly experiencing
God's blessings in his life.

To a virgin named Mary, this is what it meant
to be blessed and highly favored. Angel Gabriel
told Mary that God had decided to bless her.
The words did not point out any special virtue of
Mary. God chose Mary, blessed her and she
humbly accepted His call to be the "Mother of
Jesus". God's blessings and favor are for those
who are willing to be obedient to His Word and
keep His commandments.

Lukel: 31 - 33 - "And behold, you will con-
ceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and
shall call His name Jesus. He will be great, and
will be called the Son of the Highest; and the
Lord God will give Him the throne of His father
David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of His kingdom there will be noend."

When the Archangel Gabriel visited Mary and
declared unto her that she was called to be the
Mother of God, her response was : "How shall
this happen, since I know not man?" Mary is not
yet married and the Angel is talking about her
conceiving a child! How do you think Mary 1s
going to convince her parents about this? What
will she tell her neighbours, relatives and friends
when the pregnancy is evident and visible? How
1s she going to keep her cool amidst all the false
accusations that are bound to be thrown at her?

Mother Mary knows that saying 'yes' will change
her whole future. However she is willing to go
through hardships so that God's plan and purpose
is fulfilled. Are we willing to be falsely accused for
the Gospel, or do we get annoyed and irritated?

Mary was ready to move with God in total
agreement; she made a decision that required her
to sacrifice all her dreams. Like all young women
she must have had dreams of a fairy tale wed-
ding followed by a loving and lovely married life
with Joseph. Yet she let's Gods desire take a
precedence over her own.

In our everyday life also we have to make
decisions in line with God's Word, which could
be contrary to our desires. Are we willing to obey
God and His Word? Do we understand that
Gods ways are not ours? Do we believe that
God's plans for us are way better than what we
have planned? If we do, like Mother Mary, we
too will be "Blessed and highly favoured"!

The Virgin Mary, "cause of our joy" always
brings us back to joy in the Lord, who comes to
free us from so many interior and exterior sla-
veries - Pope Francis.

Courtesy: Fr. Dennis D'Souza
St. Clare's School, Agra Cantt.
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The Symbolism
of the
Sacred Heart
of Jesus

T In the Catholic Church, the
L month of June is dedicated to the
& | Sacred Heart of Jesus.The feast of
b the Sacred Heart of Jesus is
[ cclebrated around 19 days after
Pentecost (Friday). This year it will be celebrated
on June 8. The Sacred Heart of Jesus Christ is a
symbol that entered the world through the
mystical experiences of St. Mary Alocoque who
perceived, through many supernatural visions of
Christ's passion, the symbol of the inflamed pierced
heart, encircled with thorns.Here is her description
of what she saw: "The divine heart was represented
to me as upon a throne of fire and tlames. It shed
rays on every side brighter than the sun and
transparent as crystal. The wound which He
received on the cross appeared there visibly. A
crown of thorns encircled the divine heart, and it
was surmounted by a cross". As our church
prepares for the devotion to Jesus' Sacred Heart,
let us truly understand the following:

The Heart: The heart is the center of being,
both physical and spiritual. The heart represents
compassion, understanding, love and charity.

It represents the temple of God, His Divine
Centre and dwelling place.It also represents
Jesus' deep love and affection for us. Itis depicted
as red, the color of blood, which Jesus poured
out for us (John 19:34) "Instead, one of the
soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, bringing
a sudden flow of blood and water". Red signifies
fervent love, and Jesus loved us so much that He

laid down His life for us.

The Crown of Thorns: A crown is a symbol
that represents sovereignty, victory and honour.
Yet the crown that was placed on Christ's head
was made of thorns to deliberately parody the
crown of roses worn by the Roman Emperor.
The heart is encircled with a crown of thorns.
The crown of thorns has thus become the symbol
of the Passion and martyrdom of Jesus Christ.
The thorns represent the stings caused by our
sins.Can you think of anything more painful than
the tender flesh of an interior organ like a heart
being pierced by a crown of thorns? During Jesus'
passion, the crown of thorns was pressed down
onto His head (John 19:2) "The soldiers twisted
together a crown of thorns and put it on his head.
They clothed Him in a purple robe)", and it
represents all that Jesus suffered on our account.

The Wound: Often there is a deep cut shown
on the lower left or lower center of the heart
which recalls when the soldier pierced his spear
into Jesus' side (John 19:34) "Instead, one of the
soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, bringing
a sudden flow of blood and water."). The soldier
did so to prove that Jesus was dead. This scene
also fulfils the ancient prophecy:"They will look
on the one they have pierced."(John 19:37)

Droplets of Blood: A few droplets can be
seen flowing from the wound, and in a few
instances they are caught by a chalice below. This
recalls the Last Supper when Jesus offered a cup
of wine and said, "This is my blood of the
covenant which will be shed on behalf of many
for the forgiveness of sins" (Mt 26:28). The
droplets also represent the new Covenant of
Blood (Ex 24:8).

The Flames: A number of flames are usually
shown above the upper, center of the heart, and
they represent the intensity of the warmth of Jesus'
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love.Fire manifested as flame symbolizes spiritual
power and forces.

The Cross: It is customary to display a Latin
cross in the midst of the flames, because it is on
the cross where Jesus most decisively
demonstrated the love of His Sacred Heart. It is
a symbol of salvation through Christ's sacrifice.
It is redemption, atonement, suffering and a
symbol of faith.

The Rays of Light: It is also common to
have an array of glistening gold, white, or red
beams of light radiating from Jesus' heart. Jesus
is light, and the love of his heart enlightens the
world (John 1:9).It is the manifestation of divinity
of cosmic creation. Light is also a symbol of life,
truth, illumination and a source of goodness.

Conclusion: The Sacred Heart is a symbol
of great self-sacrifice and unconditional divine
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love for all beings captured in the actions and
deeds of Jesus Christ. When our love and
compassion overcomes and sacrifices our own
ego, our spirit will be liberated and transform our
entire being into a holy one. If we align ourselves
with meaning of the Sacred Heart and the
liberating vibration of Christ consciousness, this
great symbol can become a gateway for us to
change the world through our expression of
unequivocal, genuine love. So let us love one
another unconditionally.

Janet Joy, St. Mary's Church, Noida

INVITATION

The Inauguration and Blessing of new Convent
(Lisieux Bhawvan) at Greater Noida, on
July 21st, 2018, at 6 p.m.
Most Rev. Dr. Albert D'Souza, Rt. Rev. Dr.
Stanley Roman, (Emeritus Bishop of Quilon)
and Very Rev. Sr. Shanti Antony, Mother
General, Missionary Sisters of St. Therese of
Infant Jesus.
Your esteemed presence will be our true joy.
Fr. Sebastian K. Sr. Telma (Sr. Superior)
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The Heart that bled for us...

"O blood and water
which gushed forth from the

. mercy for us, I trust in you."
< As achild growing up in
the Andamans, the Church I
attended had a statue of the Sacred Heart
Jesus. Now, just like every other devout
little kid, I would go up to the statue and

pay my respects bi _ o
physical touch, and th ?{ 3
prominent Heart of Jesus —
on the statue was always
the goal, and I could touch
it finally as I grew taller. The
symbol of the Heart of
Jesus which is encircled by the
crown of thorns, and pierced by a
lance, bleeding, surmounted by a cross is a very
powerful image of our Lord's passion, one that I
have grown to deeply respect. But what's so
special about this symbolization? As a kid this
was beyond my grasp. After all, the symbol of
heart has been associated with love throughout
mankind, and we have encountered it on
countless occasions, so what could the Heart of
Jesus have in store for us, sinners? As I grew up,
[ have come to realise that the Sacred Heart is
indeed the focal point of Lord's suffering. His
immense love for us made his passion endurable.
His Father's will and love was so strong that He
crucified His "heart”, His only begotten son, for
His children, us, and thus we are his begotten
too.

The image of Sacred Heart is in itself an
embodiment of the Christian spirit, the promise
that is offered to all the meek and gentle in spirit,

may be this is why it's not a normal (perfect) heart
that is portrayed in the avatars of the Sacred

Heart of Jesus, as a font of Heart, however a wounded and bleeding one,

one that was crowned with thorns for its self-
exhausting love. However, it goes without
saying that it contains all our sufferings too,
yours and mine. And Sacred Heart of
Jesusis a testimony to
the immortal assurance
of Jesus, "He
understands our
sufferings." His grace
overflowing from His
/ mortally wounded yet
immortal heart cleanses
us, embraces us, and most
importantly nourishes us, helping
us stay steadfast in our blessed

Christian faith.

The perpetual calling is, "I can do all things
through Christ, who strengthens me." Phil 4:13.
The only catch is we have to listen via our hearts
instead of ears.

Samson Moses A., St. Mary's, Noida

Dates to Remember (June-July)
June

FR. JOHN D'CUNHA

FR. ALOK TOPPO

FR.ROY DOLPHUS

FR.P.RAJ

FR. ALOK TOPPO
July

FR. SURESH D'SOUZA

FR. JOHNSON M. A.

FR. THOMAS K. K.

5 B.D.
12 B.D.
13 B.D.
10 B.D.
12 B.D.

1 B.D.
8 B.D.
19 B.D.

22 B.D. FR.MATHEW K. A.
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Heart of Jesus, Symbol of Love

Jesus exhibits to the world
His Sacred Heart as the
symbol of God's infinite love
- the symbol of His own
generous self-sacrificing love
% | for us. Jesus shows His

* ' V Divine Heart as a furnace
whose burnlng rays of love are able to
reanimate faith and rekindle love in
hearts grown cold and ungrateful.
Devotion to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus is devotion to Jesus Christ
Himself, but in the particular ways
of meditating on His interior life
and on His threefold love - His
divine love, His burning love that |
fed His human will, and His
sensible love that affects His
interior life.

Scripture clearly teaches us that
the real issues of life are spiritual and
are really matters of the heart, the inner
man. Maybe it's for this reason the word "heart"
is found so many times in the Bible. Because the
word "heart” can be translated a number of ways,
depending on the context. What if, for one day,
Jesus was to become you? What if, for twenty-
four hours, Jesus wakes up in your bed, walks in
your shoes, lives in your house, and assumes your
schedule? Your mother becomes His mother;
your pains become His pains? With one
exception, nothing about your life changes. Your
health, circumstances don't change. Your
schedule 1sn't altered. Your problems aren't
solved. Only one change occurs. Your heart gets
the day off, and your life is led by the heart of
Christ. His priorities govern your actions. His

s

|

passions drive your decisions. His love directs
your behavior. Pause and think about your
schedule - obligations, appointments etc. With
Jesus taking over your heart, would anything
change?Keep working on this for a moment.
Adjust the lens of your imagination until you have
a clear picture of Jesus leading your life, then
snap the shutter and frame the image. He
wants you to "think and act like Christ
Jesus" (Philippians 2:5). God's plan
for you is nothing short of a new
heart. God wants you to be just
like Jesus. He wants you to have
a heart like His.Where did we
~ get the idea we can't change?
Jesus can change our hearts. He
wants us to have a heart like his.
Can you imagine a better offer?
Prayer
O most Holy Heart of Jesus,
fountain of every blessing, [ adore you,
" Tlove you, and with lively sorrow for my
sins I offer you this poor heart of mine. Make
me humble, patient, pure and wholly obedient to
your will. Sweetest Jesus, hide me in Your Sacred
Heart. Do not permit me to be separated from
You. Defend me from the evil foe. Amen.
Mervin Fernandez, St. Mary's, Noida

HOLY FATHER'S INTENTION
JULY - 2018
Evangelization: Priests and their Pastoral

Ministry

That priests who experience fatigue and
loneliness in their pastoral work, may find help
and comfort in their intimacy with the Lord and
their friendship with their brother priests.
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But The Lord Looks At The Heart- 1 Samuel 16:7

As achild [ was told that
my sins will hurt Jesus. And
every time I do something
good the Heart of Jesus,
which is in so much pain
because of the all the wrong
things which happen in this
wcrrld will be comforted. So every time I was
tempted to do something wrong, in my mind [
could see this image of Jesus which is kept at my
house, the one where Jesus is pointing towards
his thorn-crowned Sacred Heart. Eventually this
image became my conscience. Every evening
when we sat down for our family prayer it was
this picture we looked at. As I grew up I noticed
during our family prayer every mistake of mine
which could hurt the already suffering Heart would
play like a movie in my mind-- Urging me to
repent, urging me to make it right. This made
me, an several occasions, to take secret silent
pledges to do something good the next day, to
make sure that I don't hurt this precious Heart
anymore. I had never known the real story of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, all I knew was that
Jesus was in pain because of me and I had to
something about it. Eventually I found myself
correcting my mistakes, not talking/laughing with
friends during Mass, sitting with that one person
in class whom everyone else avoided, making
sure my words didn't hurt anyone in any way.

In a Eucharistic celebration on the 6th of June,
1999- Pope John Paul II's words were as
follows:"Brothers and Sisters, meditating on
God's love, revealed in the Heart of His Son,
requires a consistent response on our part. We
have not been called only to contemplate the
mystery of Christ's love, but take part in it. Christ

says: "If you love me,
you will keep my
commandments" (Jn
14:15). He thus
places before us a
great calling and at the
same time a condition:
"if you want to love
me, keep my
commandments, keep God's holy law, walk in
the way that I have shown you". He continues,
"Today's liturgical celebration dedicated to the
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus reminds us of God's
love, for which man yearns intensely. It shows us
that the practical response to this love is the
keeping of God's commandments in our daily
lives. God does not intend that they should grow
dim in our memory but that they should remain
forever impressed on people's consciences so
that, knowing and keeping the commandments,
they "might have eternal life"."Making the Most
Sacred Heart of Jesus my conscience at a
younger age has helped me keep the
commandments and have a good heart, thus be
a better person. Sheema Tina

an

Commission for Youth

Archdiocese of Agra

Announces A two days' Live-in Programme of
the Youth Incharges/Lady Animators and Parish
Youth Office Bearers, to plan for the Year of
the Youth in the Archdiocese.
Date & Time:
4:00 p.m. (14th July) to 4:00 p.m. (15th)
Venue: Archdiocesan Pastoral Centre/
St. Peter's College, Agra

Contact: Fr. Dominic George (DYD)
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St. Bonaventure, Patron of Bowel Disorders,
Bishop and Doctor of the Church

St. Bonaventure, known as "the seraphic
doctor," was born at Bagnoregio, in the Lazio
region of central Italy, in 1221. He received the
name of Bonaventure in consequence of an
exclamation of St. Francis of Assisi, when, in
response to the pleading of the child's mother,
the saint prayed for John's recovery from a
dangerous illness, and, foreseeing the future
greatness of the little John, cried out "O Buona
ventura"-O good fortune!

At the age of twenty-two St. Bonaventure
entered the Franciscan Order. Having made his
vows, he was sent to Paris to complete his studies
under the celebrated doctor Alexander of Hales,
an Englishman and a Franciscan. After the latter's
death he continued his course under his successor,
John of Rochelle. In Paris he became the intimate
friend of the great St. Thomas Aquinas. He received
the degree of Doctor, together with St. Thomas
Aquinas, ceding to his friend against the latter's
inclination, the honorof having it first conferred upon
him. Like St. Thomas Aquinas, he enjoyed the
friendship of the holy King, St. Louis.

At the age of thirty-five he was chosen
General of his Order and restored a perfect calm

The Saint of the month

St. Bonaventure
(Feast: 15 July)

Fr. Vineesh Joseph

composed "The Life of St. Francis'. He
also assisted at the translation of the
relics of St. Anthony of Padua. He was
nominated Archbishop of York by Pope
Clement IV, but he begged not to be
forced to accept that dignity. Gregory
X obliged him to take upon himself a
greater one, that of Cardinal and Bishop
of Albano, one of the six suffragan Sees
of Rome. Before his death he abdicated
his Office of General of the Franciscan Order.
He died while he was assisting at the Second
Council of Lyons, on July 15, 1274.

Novena Prayer: Dear St. Bonaventure
Cardinal, Bishop and Doctor of the Church, you
chose a life that embraced mortification and great
humiliation. Choosing to serve those individuals
who were rejected and sick, you risked illness
for yourself. You made your life a continuous
prayer and spent hours meditating on the wounds
of Christ. Please pray for us that we may have a
sincere and humble heart. Pray that we may not
lose sight of Jesus' wounds and thus walk on the
straight path to eternal salvation. Amen.
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The Day of the Pentecosst celebrated with
Great Joy and Pomp in the
Clty of TaJ Mahal

Agra, May 20, 2018: Like many previous
years, this year too, the Day of Pentecost was
celebrated with great joy and pomp by all the
Churches and denominations of Agra city. The
celebration of the Holy Spirit was held here in
the centre of the city, in the Central Methodist
Church, Agra, under the auspices of Masihi Jan
Kalyan Samiti, Agra. More than two hundred
Priests, Pastors along with their family members
and lay people participated in the celebration. It
was the fifth celebration of its kind. It was very
well planned and conducted by Dr. Raju Thomas,
U.P. State Coordinator of United Catholic Prayer
for India, and the Founder of Jashna Ruhe Pak
(Celebration of the Holy Spirit) programme.

This year during the celebration programme,
Most Rev. Dr. Albert D'Souza, the Archbishop
and many Presbyters/Pastors were honoured for

their dedicated services in the Church.

The celebration began with a welcome note
by Sri Praveen Mishra, Founder of Masihi Jan
Kalyan Samiti (MJKS). Then Rev. Harry Singh
led us into the Opening Prayer. Brother Joshua
and Brother Ashish with their Bandagi Band
conducted the Praise and Worship session.
Pastors V.P. Marshal, Nathaniel and Masih Lal
did three readings from the Holy Scripture.
Simultaneously, prayers for the world, nation,
U.P. State, Agra city, Church Unity and
Evangelization were also offered.

Rev. T. S. Gill, the in-coming Pastor, and Rev.
Horris Lal, the outgoing Pastor were honoured.
Most Rev. Dr. Albert D'Souza, the Archbishop
of Agra was to be felicitated on his Episcopal
Silver Jubilee, but due to his European tour, he
could not be present personally, Rev. Sylvester
Massey (Central Methodist Church) for
completing forty years, Rev. A. John for
completing twenty five years and Rev. Fr. Eugene
Moon Lazarus for stepping into his Sacerdotal
Silver Jubilee year, were honoured and felicitated
by MIJKS. Each of them was presented a shawl,
a bouquet of beautiful flowers and a memento.

Pastor Raymond Lal exhorted the
Congregation and said the prayer for offering.
Meanwhile the Brothers (students) from St.
Lawrence Minor Seminary sang a special hymn
in honour of the Holy Spirit. The Preacher of the
Day, Rev. Sylvester Massey, delivered a well
prepared lovely homily. He highlighted the
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meaning and background of the Pentecost. He
urged the people to live and give a witness to
their Christian call, led by the Spirit of the Lord.
He also said the Prayer for anointing.

Praveen Mishra proposed the Vote of
Thanks, while the Chief Guest, Rev. Bishop P.P.
Habil said the Closing Prayer and Benediction.

At the end of the celebration the whole
congregation shook hands with all the Priests and
Pastors. They wished them well in their Priestly
ministry.

The celebration concluded with the serving of
special Hyderabadi Biryani to each one who was
present. Dr. Raju Thomas

Kerala Pilgrimage and Annual National

Hindi Bible Convention at Divine,

Muringur - 2018

We seventeen
pilgrims-5 from Agra, 2
from Etah, 1 from
Kosikalan, and 3 each
from Jhansi, Bijnor and
» Bhimnagar, left for
l Kerala by train on May
23rd. We were
accompanied by Frs. Charles Toppo and Joe
Thykkattil. We reached the Divine Retreat
Centre, Muringur on May 25th morning. Late
evening, the same day, we went to 'Malayatur',
the penitential mountain pilgrim spot of St.
Thomas. We couldn't climb the mountain due to
drizzle, but visited the Church at the foot of the
hill and prayed over there. It is believed, that there
is a foot print of St. Thomas on the top of the
mountain and a golden cross which came up on
the rock. Our dear Fr. Jipson Palatty met us at
this place, and took all of us to his house for a
delicious dinner.

On Saturday, May 26th, we went on a day's
pilgrimage to various shrines, such as 'Koratti
Muthi', Angamaly, Edathua and Vallarpadam. Fr.
Jipson arranged breakfast, lunch and dinner for
us. We are very grateful to Fr. Jipson's daddy who
brought dinner for us, though it was raining heavily.

We enjoyed a boat ride at Cochin Marine
Drive-Thriveni of Sea, backwater and river. We
could see ships from very close, ships carrying
containers. We could also see from far, the new
aircraft carrier INS VIKRANT.

The retreat started on Sunday, May 27th and
concluded on Friday June 1st. Most Rev. Franko
Mulackal, Most Rev. Chacko Thottumarickal,
Very Rev. Fr. Anil Dev IMS of Maithridham
Ashram, Varanasi, and many others conducted
the Holy Mass, Sessions, Adoration, etc. Our
joy multiplied when our Fr. Jose Maliekal joined
us for the retreat.

On June 1stevening, we went for shopping
at Chalakudy Town. June 2nd, Saturday, was a
day of outing. Early morning we went to
'Athirampilly Water Fall', a natural water fall,
beautiful in the monsoons. Then we reached the
Parish Church of Rev. Fr. Jose Maliekal at
Meladoor. His younger brother Chacko
welcomed us. We then went to meet Fr.
Maliekal's 103 years' old mother. She looked
so graceful and cheerful. We prayed with her and
she blessed all of us. Fr. Maliekal's younger
brother Thomas, arranged tasty breakfast for us.

Our next spot was Azhikode Shrine, where St.
Thomas first landed in India. We witnessed a Light
and Sound' Programme on the Missionary Journey
of St. Thomas. We offered Holy Mass in this shrine,
where a holy relic of St. Thomas is preserved.

St. Thomas Church, Talika Kulam, Boat
Kadav etc., at Palayur was our next destination.
As soon as we reached Palayur, Mr. Shaji
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Thykkattil and Mr. Joju Thykkattil, Fr. Joe's
nephews, were ready with lunch for us. We are
grateful to them. It was here that the First Century
St. Thomas, according to the divine plan and
signs, led many people to Christian faith.

From Palayur we drove to Punnathur Kotta,
where about fifty elephants of different age groups,
sick and healthy, young and old, were kept and
taken care of. This was an unexpected surprise
for us to see so many elephants in one campus.

We saw the Good Shepherd Church in
Mullassery. Then we visited Fr. Joe's house. Mr.
Francis Thykkattil, Fr. Joe's brother and his wife,
and others welcomed us and gave us a good treat.
We picked up naturally ripened mangoes from
the campus. We also visited Mount Carmel Parish
Church, Enamakkal, to which Fr. Joe belongs.
We then visited Arimbur and saw the beautifully
and artistically built Ship Church.

By 8 p.m. we reached Thrissur Diocesan
Biblical, Catechetical and Liturgical Centre. On
June 3rd, Sunday, we had Holy Mass in Our
Lady of Lourdes' Cathedral and visited the Bible
Tower and the Basilica of Our Lady of Dolors.
Mr. Joy Joseph and Master Amal Joseph, Fr.
Joe's relatives, guided us to these places.

In the evening, we left Thrissur for Agra by
Kerala Express. Rain, cool breeze and lush green
surroundings slowly disappeared. On June 5th,
Tuesday, we returned back to our Agra.

We are grateful to God. We thank our
Archbishop, Mot Rev. Albert D'Souza, for his
blessings and encouragement. We are especially
indebted to Rev. Frs. Jose Maliekal, Jipson
Palatty and Bhaskar Jesuraj for their generosity
and help. We also thank our fellow pilgrims for
their cooperation and team spirit.

Charly and Joethy
Cathedral Parish, Agra
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Twenty Days of Summer Camp!

What an Awesome Experience!!!
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Agra, June 18, 2018- We the children of
Missionaries of Charity had a very pleasant and
useful 20 days' Summer Camp at Shishu
Bhawan, Agra. We are extremely grateful to our
dear Sister Superior Rev. Sr. Augustilina for
having arranged this meaningful camp for us.
More than twenty young and small children
studying in various schools and hostels
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participated in the camp.

Every day the camp began with the Holy Mass.
The classes began with Praise and Worship. We
were blessed to have important talks on the Bible,
Spiritual Life and Moral Values, Catechism,
Christian Living, Holy Sacraments, Prophets and
Friends of God in the Old Testament.

Rev. Fr. Joby Mathew heard our Confessions
and gave us spiritual advice. Fr. Rajan Dass taught
us new hymns. Fr. Eugene Moon Lazarus and
Fr. Francis D'Souza took classes on Spiritual
Life. Sr. Deodita Bothello and Sr. Mabel taught
us the proper use of Art and Craft. They showed
us some motivational movies also. Mrs. Veronica
Peter taught us action songs and moral values.
Moses and John Rosario taught us various
melodious songs. We are grateful to all our
teachers who out of their busy schedules, spared
some time for us. May God bless them and our
dearest St. [Mother] Teresa pray for them.

On the final and concluding day of the
Summer Camp, i.e. June 18th, we staged some
of the best programmes (songs, skits, dance,
speeches etc.,) for the audience. Most Rev. Dr.
Albert D'Souza and our dear Regional Superior,
Rev. Sr. Amrit, MC, graced the occasion. His
Grace, addressing the gathering said that "God
should be glorified through our life", whereas Rev.
Sr. Amrit said that "God had blessed us with
multiple gifts and talents. We should use them in
the service of others".

Ms Kripa, Shishu Bhawan, Agra
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Three day's Priests' Live-in Annual
Programme in Agra

Agra- June 27-29,2018- The Annual Priests’
Live-in Programme was held here in Cathedral
House, Agra from June 27-29,2018. The
programme was well attended by a good number
of priests. It began a little late, due to the death
and burial of Rev. Mother Alexis FCC, in Etah.

On the second day, the seminar began with
the Scripture Reading by Fr. Louis Xess and
reflection by His Grace. The Archbishop gave
us an Introductory Talk based on Priestly
Holiness. He continued talking on our Response
to the Current Concerns of the Church and of
the Archdiocese.

The next Seminar was taken by the main
Resource Person, Rev. Fr. Sunny Jacob, SJ. He
enlightened us on the Educational apostolate- A
Paradigm Shift. After lunch and siesta, His Grace
briefed us on "Gaudete et Exsultate” and our
personal approach.

The third and final day, June 29th, began with
a very relevant talk on our Interpersonal
Relationships, Joy in Fraternal Communion and
Service. His Grace gave us a long talk, touching
every important aspect of priestly vocation and
life. To a certain extent, a lot of our questions
and queries were answered.

After the morning tea break, the Inauguration
and Blessing of the renovated block at St. Peter's
College, Agra was held. It was followed by the

solemn Feast Day holy Mass in honour of Sts.
Peter and Paul, in the historical Church of Pieta,
Agra (Akbar's Church).

With a palatable vegetarian lunch, provided
by St. Peter's College, the live-in programme
came to an end. Khabrinandan, Agra

St. Lawrence Minor Seminary Re-opens

Agra, July 2018 - After a month's break, our
St. Lawrence of Brindisi Minor Seminary. Agra,
reopened on July 1st, 2018. We are extremely
grateful to His Grace to allow us to go home in
the month of June this year. It was already very
hot when we had the annual summer camp in
May.

This year, we are 17 newcomers and 6 seniors
on the roll. 4 students have gone to St. Fidelis,
Aligarh, to do their Intermediate, whereas 3 are
promoted to Spiritual Orientation (Masih
Vidyapeeth, Etmadpur, Agra).

On July 5th, we gave a tearful farewell to our
out-going Vice Rector, Rev. Fr. Rajan Dass. He
was with us since his Ordination. Now we have
another energetic, young priest in the person of
Rev. Fr. Preas Anthony. He was ordained just
two years back. He joined our Lawrencian
Family on July 2nd, 2018. We sincerely thank
Rev. Fr. Rajan and heartily welcome Rev. Fr.
Preas Anthony.

Lawrencian Family, Agra
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Archdiocese At A Glance)

Nishkalanka Mata Church, Jaith
Summer Camp organised

Y C, %
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A Summer Camp of Classical Music, Dance,
Bible Studies and Catechism was organized from
May 14th to 19th, 2018, at Nishkalanka Mata
Church, Jaith, Mathura. It was inaugurated by
Rev. Fr. Jacob Palamattom, the Parish Priest and
was well planned and executed by Rev. Fr. Louis
Xess. The daily programmes of the Camp started
with the Holy Eucharist followed by meditation
and Bible studies. After breakfast, the participants
would be divided into three groups according to
their ages. Music classes were held for an hour.
These were followed by Catechism classes for
the same groups. Classical dance steps were
taught to the participants during the dance classes.
After lunch break, a short recreation and free
time was given and then the children prepared
skits based on Biblical parables. There would
be a short evaluation of the day before the
children left for their homes. A Bible Quiz was
conducted on Friday, May 18th to evaluate the
Bible study classes.

On the last day, i.e. May 19th, a Cultural
Evening was organized by the children who

attended the Summer Camp. The children show-
cased whatever they had learnt during the Camp.
A great number of parishioners witnessed the
programme. Everyone marveled at the talent
displayed by the children. The singing of the
Ragas, the amazing dance steps, the skits, the
compering, the speeches and the overall discipline
were all well appreciated by one and all. Rev.
Fr. John B. Maria, the only priest from Jaith for
Gwalior Diocese, was the Chief Guest of the
evening. He spoke very highly of the children of
Jaith who were making steady progress by
grabbing the opportunities given to them with
both hands. He wished them all the best for the
future. Rev. Fr. Jacob thanked the Chief Guest
and the teachers for their generosity. He said
that with the help of the parishioners we can
conduct more such programmes and provide
opportunities to our children to grow.

The hard work of Rev. Fr. Louis and Brother
Sachit is to be highly appreciated. Mrs. Gita
Pahia, Ms Babita and others were also of great
help in teaching dance, action songs and skits to
the children

Vikram Singh, Jaith, Mathura
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New Wing of Missionaries of Charity's
building blessed at Jamalpur, Aligarh
Aligarh, May 31, 2018- The newly

constructed wing of male patients' ward run by
the Missionaries of Charity was blessed and
inaugurated in Aligarh. Most Rev. Dr. Albert
D'Souza, Archbishop of Agra, blessed the
building. It was along awaited and required need
of the place. It can accommodate about 150 male
inmates.

The Archbishop said the Inaugural Prayer and
blessed the new house. During his homily the
Archbishop said that "the human being is a
creation of God. His external wounds are healed
by medicines, etc., but the internal wounds require
the human touch. Itis possible only through self-
sacrifice and dedicated service. That's what St.
[Mother] Teresa did and taught. Now it is our
religious duty to continue her mission of charity
and compassion”. After the holy Mass, the
Architect Sri Daulat Sharma and the Contractor
Sri Anthony were honoured by His Grace for
their dedicated work. The Regional Superior,
Rev. Sr. Amrit felicitated His Grace and thanked
every one concerned.

Fr. Eugene Moon Lazarus

Children Learnt Classical Music and

Dance in the XIVth Annual Summer Camp
inAligarh

Aligarh: June 21,2018 - Like the
last thirteen years, this year also a
~ summer camp of classical music,
\ vocal and instrumental, and dance
40 was organized by the Archdiocese
from May 20th to June 21st, 2018 at St. Fidelis'
School, Tala Nagri, Aligarh. Rev. Fr. Gregory
Tharayil directed the camp, where about 76
children from various parishes took part. The

camp gave us a great opportunity to learn
something new. Besides music and dance, we
learnt good things about our faith in God and the
Sacraments, and also about the Holy Bible.

Rev. Fr. Shaji Mathew, Mr. Anoop, Mr. Anuj,
Mr. Rubal, Mr. Roshan, Ms Babita, Tanvi and
Lucky etc., taught us various types of classical
music and dance.

We performed an entrance dance and the
Rosary dance, on the occasion of the
Inauguration and blessing of the new block of
the home for the Aged and the Sick, of the
Missionaries of Charity Sisters. Our music
students conducted the choir during the Mass.
During the camp, we also had a Bible Quiz,
Biblical Quotation Writing competition and a
wonderful retreat. To run the camp smoothly, we
were divided into various small groups/
committees.

On June 21st, the concluding ceremony was
conducted at St. Thomas' School, Shastripuram,
Agra. On that day, we had our exams as well in
Agra.

To witness our closing ceremony, Most Rev.
Dr. Albert D'Souza himself was present. Along
with him, there were many city Fathers and
Sisters from neighbouring convents. To celebrate
the closing of the summer camp, we put up some
classical songs, dances etc. At the end, we had
the Fusion dance. His Grace, in his talk,
appreciated the hard work of Fr. Gregory and
the Staff.

[ wish to express my sincere gratitude to Most
Rev. Dr. Albert D'Souza, Fr. Gregory, Fr. Shaji
and all our teachers for their love and concern
towards us. Thank you dear Fr. Gregory! May
God bless you and all others.

Pritikha Minj
St. Mary's Church, Agra
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37th Life Orientation Programme,

The Life Orientation Programme is one of the
most prominent programmes of ICYM, Agra
Region, being conducted annually for the last 37
years. In preparation for this programme, a three
days Retreat was arranged for the animators at
Anugrah Ashram, Sitarganj. This year, the Life
Orientation Programme was held at St. Peter's
School, Kiccha, Diocese of Bareilly, from May
18th to June 7th, 2018.64 youth, i.e. 33 girls
and 31 boys from six dioceses of Uttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhand, participated in the twenty day
long Life Orientation Programme.

The Inaugural function began by hoisting the
Regional flag, followed by the Bible procession
and cultural programme. Rev. Fr. Derrick Pinto,
Chancellor of the Diocese of Bareilly, presented
the Key Note Address. The Holy Eucharist was
presided over by Rev. Fr. Peter Anthony, former
RYD, concelebrated by the Regional Director,
Rev. Fr. Dominic George, Fr. Francis Pinto, the
Youth Director of Bareilly.

After dinner, the participants introduced
themselves to each other.

The following day, Fr. Melvin celebrated the
Syro-Malabar Rite Holy Mass. There he
explained the beauty and the unity of the

tNTERNAﬂONAL@

differences of the three Rites, practiced in our
country. He then gave effective classes on the
Seven Sacraments, explained in detail, the
meaning and sacredness of the Sacraments and
how to become channels of grace in our life.

The second session was on Pope Francis'
Encyclical Rejoice and Be Glad'. Rev. Fr. Baptist
explained how the love of God can be shared
with one another.

Sr. Dr. Vidya, USF, conducted a session on
health issues and cleared many doubts of boys
and girls regarding their health and hygiene.

May 21st was a special gift to the
participations of the Life Orientation Programme,
as they had a day of Ashram Experience where
they witnessed the faith of Khrist Bhakt which
helped them to increase their own faith in Jesus.
Rev. Fr. Francis Pinto conducted the "Way of
the Cross', and helped them to reflect on the
suffering and death of Our Lord Jesus. They were
inspired by the three Formulae for Life given by
Rev. Fr. Rudolf.

On May 22nd, Mr. Jim and Rohin, who
sponsored a copy of the Holy Bible to every
participant, shared their life story with Jesus and
the power of the Word of God working in their
lives. It inspired them to learn the Bible a little
more.

Fr. Dominic George, the Regional Youth
Director, took a very interesting session on Youth
and the Changing Socio-Political scenario. In
his talk, he made them aware of the impact of
the Social Media in terms of Politics and the
Influence of Fake and Paid Journalism.

Sessions on Scriptures were also taken by
Fr. Dominic George. He stressed on the Books
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of the Prophets. He prepared a way for the youth
to be the prophets to the society.

May 24th was the most awaited date for the
participants to enjoy the cool weather of Nainital,
all went sightseeing, enjoyed the pleasant weather
and relaxed.

Mr. Vinayak Dung Dung talked on the
importance of SCCs (Small Christian
Communities).

The next three days were a great blessing for
the LOP family. Rev. Fr. Francis Pinto, DYD,
Bareilly, led us all through the Retreat, where all
of us experienced the personal touch of God.

The next two days were meant for the
outreach programme. The group was divided into
small groups and they were sent to four villages.
Later, all were still divided into small groups of
two or three and sent to different families to stay
with them and each had a different experience.
All of them had their own story to share. They
returned full of joy, like the disciples of Jesus.
The participants and the animators had a totally
different experience, which helped them to reflect
on their lives and deepen their faith.

An expert in Neuron Linguistic Programme,
Fr. Dominic George, took sessions on the same
topic and helped them to anchor the best in them.

Rev. Fr. Shaji Christopher dealt with Christian
Leadership, Rev. Fr. Prasad Pinto, OFM Cap,
77 years old, with a Franciscan spirit humourously
dealt with two different topics i.e., "Church
History and Inter-Religious Dialogue".

A former LOPian, Rev. Fr. Eugene Moon
Lazarus, (Agra), visited us and encouraged us
with his talk.

The session on Social Media and its impact
was given by Rev. Ashok Masih, the former
RYD.

Rev. Fr. Peter Anthony, the former RYD with

his spontaneous talk, inspired the youth on
Vocation and Its Impact. He also helped them to
experience the crucified Jesus immensely during
the Taize Prayer.

Most Rev, Oswald Lewis gave input sessions
which increased their vigour.

The lessons were taught not only through
sessions, but also through various activites. The
day began with Yoga guided by Rev. Fr. Dominic
George, followed by Holy Mass. Participants
were divided into five groups and duties were
allotted to them like animation before the sessions,
reporting of the activities, preparing for the
Liturgy, cleanliness, etc.

A number of competitions were also
conducted such as role plays based on the Bible
and social issues, talent search, Bible Quiz, group
singing etc. For some of them, it was their first
experience to participate in such competitions.
They also spent some moments to evaluate
themselves every day and write down their
transformation stories.

Every prayer session in the evenings, was an
enriching one and had personal stories to share.
This made our participants grow closer to God.

Having completed these twenty days, we feel
that the programme was very fruitful and
enriching. At the end of the programme, at least
13 young people have expressed their inner
desire to following the Lord very closely, i.e. as
priests and religious.

Fr. Dominic George, RYD, Agra Region

Annual Seminar and Training Programme
of Regional Commission for Women,
held in Jhansi

Jhansi, June 3, 2018-The Annual Seminar and
Training Programme (Agra Region) was held
from June 1-3, 2018 at the Pastoral Centre, St.
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Jude's Shrine, Jhansi. Except Bareilly and Bijnor
Dioceses, members from all the other Dioceses
of Agra Region were present for this meeting.
Thus, about sixty women participated in it. Rev.
Fr. Dominic George of Agra Archdiocese was
the main Resource Person. The theme of the
programme was ' The Role of the Youth and
Women in the Church and Society".
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In his Introductory Talk, Fr. Dominic spoke
on the role of every member in the family. He
highlighted the problems faced by the parents
today. He gave some thought provoking
questions to the members to discuss and find
some solution.

The second day began with the Holy Mass.
During his first talk of the day, Fr. Dominic read
out a lovely message of the Holy Father Pope
Francis, delivered on International Women's' Day.
In his message, the Holy Father said that a woman
1s more courageous than a man. It is a woman
only who can bring about peace, prosperity and
harmony in the family and in society.

On the third and final day, Hiss Lordship, Dr.
Pius D'Souza offered the Holy Eucharist. Rev.
Sr. Talisha spoke on Gender Equality, promotion
of women's participation in public life, rights of
the Girl Child etc. Then the Chairman asked all
the members to prepare separately their Action
Plan, diocese-wise, and follow it seriously.

Jaipur, Ajmer, Gorakhpur, Lucknow and

Jhansi Dioceses submitted their share toward the
Andaman Relief Fund. Ms Pancy Thomas
proposed the Vote of Thanks.

Ms. Pancy Thomas (Secretary)
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Yet, another Doctorate conferred

on Fr. Dennis D'Souza

Mi..:li;el & Leena Charles

Silver Wedding Anniversary 27-05-18
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