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Holy Father's Intentions for
October 2014

General: That the Lord may grant peace to
those parts of the world, most battered by war
and violence.

Missionary: That World Mission Day may
rekindle in every believer zeal for carrying the
Gospel into all the world.
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""The Most Simple, Common and Easy to Follow Prayer-
The Prayer of the Rosary"'

The Extra-Ordinary Synod of Bishops on
the theme "Pastoral Challenges to the Family
in the context of Evangelization" is a way
forward in the direction of Church renewal.
In the year 1980 there was a Synod on
"Nature and Vocation of the Family" that
steered forward affirmation on sanctity of
marriage and vitality of family at the heart of
human society. Fifty years of the Second
Vatican Council and twenty-five years of the
Synod on the Family is marked by the
proposed Ordinary Synod in October 2015
on the theme "Jesus Christ Reveals the
Mystery and Vocation of the Family".

The Synod is expected to address the
complex threats the institution of family faces.
However, family is vital to the survival and
flourishing of human community, society and
the Church.

While the Extra-ordinary Synod is in
progress from October 5-19, 2014, we are
called upon to pray for the success of the
Synod and for families. We are exhorted to
pray to the "Holy Family" to preserve our
families in holiness of life.

October 19th is the World Mission

Holy Father reminds us that all baptized
Christians are missionaries and the Church
by nature is missionary. The disciples whom
Jesus sent to proclaim the Gospel returned
with joy. Christian joy is the joy of the mission,
the mission of making Jesus known among
all around us by our life and example, inspired
by His Good News of Salvation. May our
Archdiocese be intensely engaged in
missionary tasks of reaching out to others
with the power of the Gospel. May the joy
of the Gospel fill our hearts. Our contributions
however small, will strengthen the missionary
movement of the entire Church. God loves
the cheerful giver!

October month is the month of festivals in
our society. Dushera, Diwali are the common
festivals in which all take part. May the
vibration of joy of life resonate while we
exchange greetings with our friends and
neighbours on the occasion of these feasts.

The richness of Christian life is
experienced in and through meaningful
renewal in our interior life. The priests in the
Archdiocese shall be engaged in spiritual
retreat in two groups from October 5-10 and

I Sunday. The Mission Sunday message of the

from October 20-24, 2014 at the Cathedral. I
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Nay this exercise become the source of
revitalizing of our enthusiasm for Church and
for her mission. The support of all in prayer
is an assurance to priests to be vigilant in
ministry. We join together to pray for the
sanctification of priests so that their sacred
ministry may bear fruit.

Prayer for the missions in the Church and
families has been the practice in Christian life.
The most simple, the common and easy to
follow prayer is the prayer of the Holy
Rosary. This repetitive, traditional prayer
though Marian in character, yet centred on
Christ's mystery of love as though the five
decades of the Rosary we reflect on the
beauty of the face of Christ, who is the face
of God, the face of every human person
struggling through life, advancing to eternity.
The month of October is dedicated to the
Prayer of the Rosary. October 7th s the feast
of Our Lady of the Rosary. The rosary beads
that we slip through our fingers reciting "Hail
Mary" and "Holy Mary" with devotion in the
heart, the mind, may however, wander in vain,
seem to have divine "tug" that is channelized
through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, the

Mother of all graces. I

The personal testimony of St. John Paul
II, will nurture in us a sentiment of devotion
to the exercise of recitation of the Rosary
personally or in common as a group: "How
many graces | have received in these years
from the Blessed Virgin through the Rosary?
The Rosary has accompanied me in moments
of joy and in moments of difficulty. To it I
have entrusted any number of concerns; in it
I'have always found comfort".

The devastating floods in Kashmir Valley
and in North East States of our country invite
our emergency support. In solidarity with
those who suffer, we join together as a
Church and reach out in assistance. The
substantial amounts pooled together have
been channelized through CARITAS INDIA
to the needy places.

May God be our Protector, Guardian and
Saviour.

May God bless you.

S

i Albert D’Souza (Archbishop of Agra)
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OFFICIAL

We are reminded by the Holy See, of the
priority and importance of observing Mission
Sunday every year. Mission Sunday falls on
October 19th this year. Importance this year is
of the completion of 50 years of Vatican II and
of the Apostolic Exhortation "Ad Gentes"
(MISSIONS).

It is urged that our Archdiocesan Mission
Sunday contribution may be improved. The
message of the Holy Father on Mission Sunday
is being published in this issue of Agradiance.

I appeal to the Christian communities,
communities of Religious, Institutions and
individuals in the Parish/Mission station to make
a positive, substantial contribution on Mission
Sunday which will be forwarded to the Pontifical
Society of the Propagation of Faith, which is the

Pope's own missionary organization.

All such collections from Parishes, Institutions,
communities, are to be sent to the Curia, the
earliest possible, latest by the end of October /
early November. The amount will be forwarded
to the PMO immediately.

Contributions on Mission Sunday are an
integral aspect of our faith confession, experience
and expression. Our vocation to priesthood rests
on this zeal. It is an occasion for us to promote
the missions and to understand the responsibility
of every Christian to be a missionary. It should
be a felt need to have an active role in missionary
objectives: The joy of believing is at the same
time, the joy of sharing our faith with others.

Another important event draws our attention.
The III Extra-ordinary General Assembly of the
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Synod of Bishops is due to be held from October
5-19,2014 in Rome on the theme: "The Pastoral
Challenges of the Family in the Context of
Evangelization". The Holy See urges us to support
the event through our fervent prayers. The
significant deliberations will be directly dealing with
marriage and family life. This will provide the right
catechesis on family life. The family is "the first
and vital cell of society". We are asked to pray for
the Synod and for all our families.

This issue of the Agradiance carries the prayer
to the Holy Family (composed by the Holy

Father) to be recited from September 28th,
2014, especially during the days of the Synod.
You shall find the Hindi and English version of
the prayer here in this issue of the Agradiance.

The proposed retreat days for the Priests in
Archdiocese in two batches are the special days
of grace to our Archdiocese. The faithful are
requested to pray for the priests.

With my cordial affections, best wishes and
God bless.

Yours devotedly in Christ,

Albert D'Souza (Archbishop of Agra)

Evangelization".

Prayer to the Holy Family for the Synod
composed by Pope Francis:

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, in you we
contemplate the splendour of true love, to you
we turn with trust. Holy Family of Nazareth,
grant that our families too may be places of
communion and prayer, authentic schools of the
Gospel and small domestic Churches.

Holy Family of Nazareth, may families never
again experience violence, rejection and division:
may all who have been hurt or scandalized find
ready comfort and healing.

Holy Family of Nazareth, may the
approaching Synod of Bishops make us once
more mindful of the sacredness and inviolability
of the family, and its beauty in God's plan.

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, graciously hear our
prayer. Amen.

Prayer for the Extraordinary General Assembly

of the Synod of Bishops 5-19 October

The III Extraordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops is scheduled to take place
from 5 to 19 October to treat the topic: "The Pastoral Challenges of the Family in the Context of

We are invited to pray for this intention during Mass and at other liturgical celebrations especially
during the recitation of the Holy Rosary in the days leading to the synod and during the synod itself.
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MESSAGE OF POPE FRANCIS
FOR WORLD MISSION DAY 2014

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Today vast numbers of people still do not know
Jesus Christ. For this reason, the mission ad gentes
continues to be most urgent. All the members of
the Church are called to participate in this mission,
for the Church is missionary by her very nature:
she was born "to go forth". World Mission Day is
aprivileged moment when the faithful of various
continents engage in prayer and concrete gestures
of solidarity in support of the young Churches in
mission lands. Itis a celebration of grace and joy.
A celebration of grace, because the Holy Spirit,
sent by the Father, offers wisdom and strength to
those who are obedient to his action. A celebration
of joy, because Jesus Christ, the Father's Son,
sent to evangelize the world, supports and
accompanies our missionary efforts. This joy of
Jesus and missionary disciples leads me to propose
abiblical icon, which we find in the Gospel of Luke
(cf. 10:21-23).

1. The Evangelist tells us that the Lord sent
the seventy-two disciples two by two into cities
and villages to proclaim that the Kingdom of God
was near, and to prepare people to meet Jesus.
After carrying out this mission of preaching, the
disciples returned full of joy: joy is a dominant
theme of this first and unforgettable missionary
experience. Yet the divine Master told them: "Do
not rejoice because the demons are subject to
you; but rejoice because your names are written
in heaven. At that very moment Jesus rejoiced in
the Holy Spirit and said: 'T give you praise,
Father...' And, turning to the disciples in private
he said, '‘Blessed are the eyes that see what you
see" (Lk 10:20-21, 23).

Luke presents three scenes. Jesus speaks first
to his disciples, then to the Father, and then again
to the disciples. Jesus wanted to let the disciples
share his joy, different and greater than anything
they had previously experienced.

2. The disciples were filled with joy, excited
about their power to set people free from
demons. But Jesus cautioned them to rejoice not
so much for the power they had received, but
for the love they had received, "because your
names are written in heaven" (Lk10:20). The
disciples were given an experience of God's love,
but also the possibility of sharing that love. And
this experience is a cause for gratitude and joy in
the heart of Jesus. Luke saw this jubilationin a
perspective of the trinitarian communion: "Jesus
rejoiced in the Holy Spirit", turning to the Father
and praising him. This moment of deep joy
springs from Jesus' immense filial love for his
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, who hid these
things from the wise and learned, and revealed
them to the childlike (cf.Lk10:21). God has both
hidden and revealed, and in this prayer of praise
itis his revealing which stands out. What s it that
God has revealed and hidden? The mysteries of
his Kingdom, the manifestation of divine lordship
in Jesus and the victory over Satan.

God has hidden this from those who are all
too full of themselves and who claim to know
everything already. They are blinded by their
presumptuousness and they leave no room for
God. One can easily think of some of Jesus'
contemporaries whom he repeatedly
admonished, but the danger is one that always
exists and concerns us too. The "little ones", for
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their part, are the humble, the simple, the poor,
the marginalized, those without voice, those weary
and burdened, whom Jesus pronounced
"blessed". We readily think of Mary, Joseph, the
fishermen of Galilee and the disciples whom Jesus
called as he went preaching.

3. "Yes, Father, for such has been your
gracious will" (Lk 10:21). These words of Jesus
must be understood as referring to his inner
exultation. The word "gracious" describes the
Father's saving and benevolent plan for humanity.
It was this divine graciousness that made Jesus
rejoice, for the Father willed to love people with
the same love that he has for his Son. Luke also
alludes to the similar exultation of Mary: "My soul
proclaims the greatness of the Lord, and my spirit
exults in God my Savior" (Lk 1:47). This is the
Good News that leads to salvation. Mary, bearing
in her womb Jesus, the evangelizer par
excellence, met Elizabeth and rejoiced in the Holy
Spirit as she sang her Magnificat. Jesus, seeing
the success of his disciples' mission and their
resulting joy, rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and
addressed his Father in prayer. In both cases, it
is joy for the working of salvation, for the love
with which the Father loves his Son comes down
to us, and through the Holy Spirit fills us and
grants us a share in the trinitarian life.

The Father is the source of joy. The Son is its
manifestation, and the Holy Spirit its giver.
Immediately after praising the Father, so the
evangelist Matthew tells us, Jesus says: "Come
to me, all you who labour and are burdened, and
I'will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and
learn from me, for  am meek and humble of heart,
and you will find rest for yourselves. For my yoke
is easy and my burden light" (Mt 11:28-30). "The
joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all
who encounter Jesus. Those who accept his offer

of salvation are set free from sin, sorrow, inner
emptiness and loneliness. With Christ joy is
constantly born anew" (Evangelii Gaudium, 1).

The Virgin Mary had a unique experience of
this encounter with Jesus, and thus became
"causanostraelaetitiae". The disciples, for their
part, received the call to follow Jesus and to be
sent by him to preach the Gospel (cf. Mk 3:14),
and so they were filled with joy. Why shouldn't
we too enter this flood of joy?

4. "The great danger in today's world,
pervaded as it is by consumerism, is the desolation
and anguish born of a complacent yet covetous
heart, the feverish pursuit of frivolous pleasures,
and ablunted conscience" (Evangelii Gaudium, 2).
Humanity greatly needs to lay hold of the salvation
brought by Christ. His disciples are those who
allow themselves to be seized ever more by the
love of Jesus and marked by the fire of passion
for the Kingdom of God and the proclamation of
the joy of the Gospel. All the Lord's disciples are
called to nurture the joy of evangelization. The
Bishops, as those primarily responsible for this
proclamation, have the task of promoting the unity
of the local Church in her missionary commitment.
They are called to acknowledge that the joy of
communicating Jesus Christ is expressed in a
concern to proclaim him in the most distant places,
as well as in a constant outreach to the peripheries
of their own territory, where great numbers of the
poor are waiting for this message.

Many parts of the world are experiencing a
dearth of vocations to the priesthood and the
consecrated life. Often this is due to the absence
of contagious apostolic fervour in communities
which lack enthusiasm and thus fail to attract.
The joy of the Gospel is born of the encounter
with Christ and from sharing with the poor. For
this reason I encourage parish communities,
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associations and groups to live an intense fraternal
life, grounded in love for Jesus and concern for
the needs of the most disadvantaged. Wherever
there is joy, enthusiasm and a desire to bring Christ
to others, genuine vocations arise. Among these
vocations, we should not overlook lay vocations
to mission. There has been a growing awareness
of the identity and mission of the lay faithful in the
Church, as well as a recognition that they are
called to take an increasingly important role in
the spread of the Gospel. Consequently they need
to be given a suitable training for the sake of an
effective apostolic activity.

5."God loves a cheerful giver" (2 Cor 9:7).
World Mission Day is also an occasion to
rekindle the desire and the moral obligation to
take joyful part in the mission ad gentes. A
monetary contribution on the part of individuals
is the sign of a self-offering, first to the Lord and
then to others; in this way a material offering can
become a means for the evangelization of

humanity built on love.

Dear brothers and sisters, on this World
Mission Day my thoughts turn to all the local
Churches. Let us not be robbed of the joy of
evangelization! I invite you to immerse yourself in
the joy of the Gospel and nurture a love that can
light up your vocation and your mission. I urge
each of you to recall, as if you were making an
interior pilgrimage, that "first love" with which the
Lord Jesus Christ warmed your heart, not for the
sake of nostalgia but in order to persevere in joy.
The Lord's disciples persevere in joy when they
sense his presence, do his will and share with
others their faith, hope and evangelical charity.

Let us pray through the intercession of Mary,
the model of humble and joyful evangelization,
that the Church may become a welcoming home,
amother for all peoples and the source of rebirth
for our world.

From the Vatican, 8 June 2014, the Solemnity
of Pentecost - POPE FRANCIS
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Archdiocesan Pastoral Council Meeting
Agra, Sunday, September 28, 2014- The
Annual General meeting of Agra Pastoral Council
was held on September 28, 2014, at the Pastoral
Centre, Agra. Besides its Office Bearers,

Directors of various Apostolates, the
representatives from all parishes and mission
stations participated in it. His Grace Most Rev.
Dr. Albert D'Souza inaugurated the Council
meeting. In his Presidential Address, he spoke
on the active participation of the Parish Council
in every parish. He stressed upon the need of
family prayer and faith formation.

Rev. Fr. Santosh D'Sa welcomed everyone.
Rev. Fr. Bhaskar Jesuraj conducted the Council
meeting. With the use of a Power Point presentation
he dealt with the topic very convincingly.

Later, two representatives from all five
deaneries (Agra, Aligarh, Etawah, Mathura and
Noida) were elected, who will meet again in the
coming months. The meeting was held in view of
preparing the Archdiocese for the forthcoming
Synod of Bishops, next October (2015).

W S{ie shi Teh Heell ge
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Regional Seminar on Social
Communications

S

ik

A ]

A two-day workshop on "Pastoral Plan for
Social Communications for Agra Ecclesiastical
Region" was held in the Agra Archdiocesan
Pastoral Centre on 13-14 Sept, 2014. The
seminar was meant for the Diocesan Directors
of Social Communications (Agra Region) and for
the Members of SIGNIS Agra Region as well
as for the priests, religious and lay faithful of the
Archdiocese of Agra. The seminar-cum
workshop was animated by Rev. Dr. George
Plathottam, sdb, the Executive Secretary of
CBCI Commission for Social Communications.

Most Rev. Albert D'Souza, the Archbishop of
Agra, in his inaugural address put in perspective,
the purpose of this seminar and the importance of
media apostolate in the Church today. He urged
the participants to take concerted efforts to

—!

implement the suggestions given in the various
Church documents on Communication.

Rev. Dr. V Sebastian, the Executive Secretary
of Agra Regional Office for Social
Communications, expressed his gratitude to the
Archbishop and all the members for their
presence and hoped that these two days will turn
out to be an historical one for the Agra
Ecclesiastical Region.

True to his vast experience, Dr. Plathottam dealt
in detail with the nuances of the set up of the Office
of Communications in the Church in India and how
each Region and Diocese should work hand in
hand to strengthen this ministry. He said that
communication s at the base of every other ministry
in the Church therefore, communication specialists
must work along with other commissions in each
diocese. Explaining about the need of a well
defined Pastoral Plan for Social Communications
in each diocese, as suggested by the Church
Document, "Communio et Progressio" Dr.
Plathottam said that this should be done in a time
bound manner. He then explained a twenty-point
frame work for the planning of the communication
ministry in each diocese.

Everyone in the meeting felt highly enriched
by the seminar and Rev. Fr. Saji Palamattom,
the Director of Communications in the
Archdiocesee of Agra proposed the Vote of
Thanks to Rev. Dr. George Plathottam on behalf
of the Region. The second day was a business
day chaired by the Regional Executive Secretary,
Rev. Dr. Sebastian. In the meeting, each diocesan
director presented a report of the activities in the
respective diocese and many matters regarding
the Regional Office for Social Communications
were discussed.

Fr. Saji Palamattom
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Social Communications' Academy
inaugurated in Masih Vidyapeeth

September 25th added one more jewel in the
crown of St. Xavier's Regional Seminary,
Etmadpur. On this auspicious day an Academy
of Social Communications was inaugurated in the
seminary in the presence of Rev. Fr. A Sebastian,
the Rector, Rev. Fr. John De Britto, the Dean,
Reyv. Fr. Jacob Palamattom, the Director of Social
Communications, Agra, the members on the staff
and the Brothers of Philosophy section.

The inaugural ceremony started in the seminary
basement hall with a prayer song. After the
ceremonial lighting of the lamp, Rev. Fr. Samson,
the Director of the newly created Academy
introduced the Academy and its purpose to the
audience. He also introduced the resource person
Rev. Fr. Jacob Palamattom and invited him to
elaborate upon the subject to the students.

Fr. Jacob, through a Power Point Presentation
explained to the Brothers what communication
is and how it is an integral part of the mission of
the Church citing from the Church documents
on Social Communications through the years. He
posed many questions to the Brothers for
reflection and for future course of action. The
ceremony ended with a Vote of Thanks proposed
by a Brother.
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OCTOBER
19 MISSION SUNDAY
21 B.D. FR.EUGENEM.LAZARUS
27 D.A. ABP.CECILDE SA
28 0O.D. FR.PRAVEEN RAJMORAS
28 O.D. FR.JOSEPH PINDIKANAYIL
28 0O.D. FR.TONY D’ALMEIDA
28 0O.D. FR.JOSEPHKUMAR PASALA
28 0.D. FR.PRAVEEN D’COSTA
28 0O.D. FR.PRAJ
28 0O.D. FR.PRAKASH RODRIGUES

Dates to Remember (Oct. - Nov. 2014)

28 O.D. FR.SANTEESH ANTONY

29 B.D. FR.THOMAS K.C.
NOVEMBER

3 0.D. FR. ALOK TOPPO

3 0.D. FR. FRANCIS D'SOUZA

3 O.D. FR.LAWRENCE V RAJA

3 0.D. FR. VINEESH JOSEPH

9 B.D. FR. ARULKUMARLAZAR

10 B.D. FR.RAJAN DASS

11 B.D. FR.FRANCIS D'SOUZA

18 O.D. FR.RAJAN DASS
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Archdiocese At A Glance

State Level Football Tournament
held at Greater Noida

sl

5 | |

St. Joseph's Sec. School, Greater Noida
hosted ASISC State Level Football Tournament
from 5Sth Sept to 7th Sept 2014 under the able
guidance of the Principal Rev. Fr. Mathew
Kumblumoottil. There were fifteen teams in all,
8 teams of seniors and 7 teams of juniors. The
participants travelled from Lucknow, Agra,
Jhansi, Bareilly, Kanpur North, Kanpur South,
Allahabad and Ghaziabad Zone. In both the
categories it was Kanpur Zone that lifted the
winners' trophy in the finals while Ghaziabad Zone
ended up runner up in both the categories.

Mr. Sudhir Joshi and Mr. Vincent K. V. the
President and Secretary of ASISC respectively
were the luminaries of the concluding ceremony.
In their short speech they lifted up the spirits of
both the winners and the runners up and gave
away Certificate, Medals and Trophies.

The best players from both the winner and
runner-up teams will be pooled to form a State
team for the National level matches in November,
2014 in Kolkata.

We are delighted to inform you that, St.

Joseph's Sec. School has become a vibrant space
in the exchange ideas and resources in both
curricular and co-curricular activities and
programmes. The school has already hosted
State Level Basketball Tournament in 2012 and
State Level Athletic Meet in 2013, besides this
year's recently concluded State Level Football
tournament. Kudos to Rev. Fr. Mathew
Kumblumoottil (Principal), the teaching and non
- teaching faculty and the students for their sense
of hospitality and commitment for holistic
development. Their collective co - operation and
alliances lead to meaningful synergy.

Fr. Alok (Vice Principal)

St. Monica's Day celebrated in G. Noida

St. Monica, the mother of St. Augustine is
known for her life of prayer and sacrifice for her
son's conversion. Her life has truly inspired many
a mother to submit their sons and daughters into
the protective arms of Jesus. St. Joseph's Church,
Greater Noida celebrated 31st August as her
feast and so thought it fit to honour and pray for
the women of the parish by observing it as
women's day.

In the Holy Eucharist, Rev. Fr. Mathew, the
Parish Priest elaborately explained with Scriptural
references the importance of a mother in the life
of a family and society.

The Mass was followed by Eucharistic
Adoration through praise and worship. The
women also made use of this opportunity to
make their confessions as Rev.Fr. Thomas K.K.
was available to hear confessions.

The celebrations of the day ended with a get-
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together and interactive session in the school
conference hall. All the gathered parishioners
were able freely mingle with each other without
any inhibitions as the initial reluctance was
removed through an active ice-breaking session.
The participants were very positive and
cooperative to the instructions given by Sr. Zeena
BS and her companions who coordinated this
lively get together. There were 44 participants
sharing the love and joy of Christian Fellowship.
The support and encouragement of Rev. Frs.
Mathew K, Thomas K.K and Alok are highly
appreciable.

Sr. Manjula Deepa, BS, Greater Noida

Onam Celebrated in St. Mary's, Noida

Catholic Women's Association, NOIDA
(CWA) celebrated Onam, the State festival of
Kerala on 7th September, 2014 at St. Mary's
Church, NOIDA. The members of the
Association along with their families gathered in
the traditional Malayali attire to celebrate the event
for the first time in the parish after the formation
of the Association three years ago.

Onam is celebrated by Malayalees spread all
over the world regardless of their religious affinity.
The festival marks the home coming of the
legendary King, Mahabali.

The celebration was blessed with the
presence of Rev. Frs. Stephen, Joseph, Joson,
Shibu, Rev. Sr. Therese and other Sisters of Assisi

Convent. A traditional floral decoration called
'Pookalam' was made in front of the Church by
the members of Noida Catholic Yuva Sangh
(NCYS) led by Ms. Merin Jose. The
celebrations began with a welcome speech by
the Secretary followed by the lighting of lamp by
the Priests, Sr. Therese and some senior members
of the parish. The most attractive part of the
celebration was the 'Thiruvathirakali', a
traditional dance, around the pookalam, by the
NCYS girls wearing traditional outfits 'settu
saree'. A tombola game was also organised as
part of the celebrations which enhanced the joy
of all present.

'Onasadya’, a seven course meal particular
to Onam with more than eleven dishes was
served in banana leaves. The delicious and spicy
dishes were prepared by the members of the
Women's Association giving a personal touch to
each item. It was a great day of reliving the
nostalgic life back in Kerala. For the non
Malayalees it was a time of knowing and enjoying
anew tradition and celebration.

Mrs. Juliet Jose
Secretary, CWA, Noida

Aligarh Youth visits
Missionaries of Charity, Aligarh

Following the decision taken at the Youth
meeting on 7th Sept., the youth of St. Fidelis'
Paish, Aligarh made a visit to the Missionaries of
Charity in Aligarh. The youth were accompanied
by Rev. Frs. Gregory and Sunil. The Sisters gave
the group a warm welcome and guided them to
where the mentally challenged brethren stay.

A member of the youth introduced themselves
to the inmates. Seeing the guitar in the hands of
the youth, the inmates were curious to know what
they would do for them. The youth performed a
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comedy skit which left them laughing and
laughing. The youth also sang film songs and
invited them to dance along. It was as though
this was the first time that they had an
entertainment programme. The session with the
mentally challenged brethren ended with a
thanksgiving prayer led by Rev. Fr. Gregory.

.
p
; : |

The youth then moved to the block for the
little children. The members of the youth went
to each child and tried to spend some time with
each of the little and beautiful gifts of God. Most
of them were girl children. Pointing to one child,
a Sister said, "This child was found abandoned
in aheap of garbage". This was a really shocking
thing for the youth to hear. The interaction and
the story behind each child moved the heart of
each member of the youth.

The visit came to an end with refreshments.
The Sisters thanked the youth for their visit and
for the time they spent with the inmates. The
experience will always remain in the hearts and
minds of each member of Aligarh youth. It was a
joy to watch and experience the joy and divine
grace upon the face of each Sister who serves
these people in great humility and love.

St. Fidelis' Youth, Aligarh
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Direct flights between Goa and Sri Lanka?

Panaji: The Goa government is considering
introduction of direct flights to and from Sri
Lanka to facilitate travel for pilgrims from the
island nation to the Exposition of Spanish saint
Francis Xavier, a 40-day decennial event
beginning Nov 22.

A Catholic Church official from Goa, also said
that direct flights between Sri Lanka and Goa
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would help tap an increasing synergy between
believers in St. Francis Xavier and recently
cannonised Sri Lankan St. Joseph Vaz, who was
of Goan origin.

"We are considering (the proposal). A request
has come, which in-principle I have accepted. I
cannot guarantee because it is not in my hands.
We are trying to work out flights from Sri Lanka,"
Goa Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar told
reporters, adding that a request would be made
to the central government for this.

'""Pope Benedict is Grandfather of all
grandfathers", ''Abandonment of the
elderly is hidden euthanasia:
Pope Francis"

28/09/2014 Vatican: Retired pontlff Benedlct
XVTIjoined some 50,000 pilgrims in Saint Peter's
Square on Sunday, for a meeting between Pope
Francis and elderly people from around the
world. Welcoming his predecessor, the Holy
Father described Pope Benedict as the
"grandfather of all grandfathers."

"Thave said many times that it gives me great
pleasure that he lives here in the Vatican, because it
is like having a wise grandfather at home. Thank
you!" Addressing the crowds, the Pope recalled
the series of testimonies which had been given over
the course of the morning, taking special note of

those from the people of Erbil, Iraq, who had
escaped violent persecution. "To all of these together
we express a special 'thank you!'! Itis very good
that you have come here today: it is a gift for the
Church."Like violence against children, the Pope
said, "violence against the elderly is inhuman."

"But God does not abandon you, and He is
with you! With his help you are and continue to
be the memory for your people; and also for us,
the great family of the Church."

"Old age, in particular, is a time of grace, in
which the Lord renews us in his call: he calls us
to protect and transmit the faith, he calls us to
pray, especially to intercede; he calls us to be
close to those in need."

To grandparents in particular, the Pope
entrusted a "great task: to transmit life experience,
the history of a family, of acommunity, of a people;
to share wisdom with simplicity, and the same faith:
the most precious legacy!" Itis ablessing, when a
family keeps its grandparents close.

Pope Francis warned against the reality of the
abandonment of the elderly, describing it as a
"hidden euthanasia," the effect of a "culture which
discards" human beings: children, unemployed
youth, and elderly persons are discarded on the
pretense of maintaining a system of economic
"balance". The center of this culture is no longer
"the human person," but "money."

"We are all called to counter this poisonous
culture of waste," the Pope said.

All Christians and "men of good will" are called
to create a society that, in contrast, is "more
welcoming, more human, more inclusive," one
which "does not need to discard" those who are
physically or mentally weak, those who are old:
"a society which measures its success" according
to according to the care given to these persons.

A people which does not care for its

| OCTOBER - 2014

AGRADIANCE |




grandparents, Pope Francis said, jeopardizes its
future by doing away with its memory, as well as
its roots. He warned: ""You have the responsibility
of keeping these roots alive in yourselves" through
prayer, the Gospel, and works of mercy. In this
way, we are like "living trees," which will continue
to bear fruit even in old age.

Buddhist in Sri Lanka makes symphony
to mark Pope's visit

Inan effort for rehglous reconciliation, the Sri
Lankan government has commissioned a
symphony from a Buddhist composer to
commemorate Pope Francis' voyage to the
nation which will take place in January.

Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith of Colombo
presided over a Sept. 17 performance of the Soul
of Christ Symphony, composed and directed by
the nation's renowed composer Vajira Indika
Karunasena, who is a Buddhist. "The visit of the
Holy Father is a landmark occasion for Sri
Lanka," Cardinal Ranjith said. "We warmly
welcome Pope Francis to our country, which is
richin religious and cultural values."

"We must use this occasion to demonstrate
to the world our values." The symphony was
commissioned by the Sri Lanka Broadcasting
Corporation, the nation's public radio network.
The idea for the symphony was that of the

SLBC's chairman, Hudson Samarasinghe.

The symphony has also been released as a
CD in Sri Lanka in preparation for Pope Francis'
Jan. 13-14 visit, which will be the third time a
Roman Pontiff has made an apostolic voyage to
the "Pearl of the Indian Ocean."

The Cardinal thanked the SLBC, as well as
Samarasinghe and Karunasena for helping to
make the Pope's visit a fruitful one. Rambukkana
Siddharatha Thero, a respected Buddhist monk
in Sri Lanka, also complimented the SLBC and
Samarasinghe on their efforts for religious
reconciliation. He will arrive in Colombo the
mornnig of Jan. 13, visiting the Nunciature and
the archbishop's residence to meet with the Sri
Lankan bishops, and then will visit President
Mahinda Rajapaksa and religious leaders.

The Cardinal also noted that a commorative
stamp will be issued that day. The following day,
Pope Francis will canonized Bl. Joseph Vaz, a 17th
century Oratorian known as the "Apostle of Ceylon."

Russian expansion endangers
Catholics in Ukrain

The Apostolic Nuncio to Ukraine has urged
efforts to support Catholics in the nation, warning
that Russia's expansion into the country has
caused major instability and threatens a return to
political persecution.

"The danger of repression of the Greek-
Catholic Church exists in whatever part of
Ukraine Russia might establish its predominance
or continue through acts of terrorism to push
forward with its aggression. Any number of
statements emanating from the Kremlin of late
leave little doubt of Russian Orthodox hostility
and intolerance toward Ukrainian Greek-
Catholics."" Archbishop Thomas Gullickson said
on Sept. 23.
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Satan seduces by disguising evil as good:
Pope Francis

29/09/2014 Vatican: On Monday's feast of
the archangels Pope Francis spoke of the ongoing
battle between the devil and mankind,
encouraging attendees to pray to the angels, who
have been charged to defend us.

"He presents things as if they were good, but his
intention is destruction. And the angels defend us,"
the Roman Pontiff told those gathered for his Sept.
29 Mass in the Vatican's Saint Martha residence.

The Bishop of Rome began by pointing to
the day's readings taken from Daniel Chapter 7
in which the prophet has a vision of God the
Father on a throne of fire giving Jesus dominion
over the world, and Revelation Chapter 12 which
recounts the battle in which Satan, as a large
dragon, is cast out of heaven by St. Michael.

Noting how these are strong images
portraying "the great dragon, the ancient serpent”
who "seduces all of inhabited earth," the Pope
also drew attention to Jesus' words to the prophet
Nathaniel in the day's Gospel from John when
he tells him "You will see heaven opened and the
angels of God ascending and descending upon
the Son of man." All of these readings, he said,
speak of "the struggle between God and the devil"
which "takes place after Satan tries to destroy
the woman who is about to give birth to a son."

"Satan always tries to destroy man: the man
that Daniel saw there, in glory, and whom Jesus
told Nathaniel would come in glory," the pontiff
observed, explaining that "From the beginning the
Bible speaks to us of this: Satan's (use of)
seduction to destroy." "This struggle is a daily
reality in Christian life, in our hearts, in our lives,
in our families, in our people, in our churches,"
the Pope went on, adding that "if we do not
struggle, we will be defeated."
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