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FATIMA

FRANCISCO MARTO
"The Virgin Mary and God Himself are
infinitely sad. It is up to us to console
Them!"

FRANCISCO MARTO was born on June 11, 1908 to Manuel and Olimpia de Jesus Marto and
was the older brother of Jacinta and the first cousin of Lucy dos Santos. He was nine years
old at the time of the apparitions. During the appearances of the Angel and of the Blessed
Virgin, he saw all, but, unlike bis two companions, was not permitted to hear the words which
were spoken.

On April 4, 1919, after asking that all his offenses be pardoned, he died calmly, without any
sign of suffering, without agony, his face shining with an angelic light. Describing the death of
her young cousin in her Memoirs, Sister Lucy writes: "He flew away to Heaven in the arms of
our Heavenly Mother."

JACINTA MARTO

"If only I could place in the heart of everyone the fire which I have in my heart which
makes me love the Heart of Mary so much!"

JACINTA MARTO was born on March 11, 1910. At the time of the apparitions she was seven
years old. She was the youngest of the seers. During the apparitions she saw and heard
everything, but spoke neither to the Angel nor to the Mother of God'. Intelligent and very
sensitive, she remained profoundly impressed when she heard the Blessed Virgin declare
that Jesus was much offended by sin. After seeing the vision of hell, she decided to offer
herself completely for the salvation of souls.

On the night of 20th February 1920 the promise of the "Lady more brilliant than the sun® was
accomplished. "I have come to take you with Me to Paradise.”

LUCY DOS SANTOS

"Lord, make a saint out of me, preserve my heart always pure for You alone!"

LUGCY DOS SANTOS was born on March 22, 1907 to Antonio and Maria Rosa dos Santos. The
cousin of Francisco and Jacinta, she was the youngest of seven brothers and sisters and the
oldest of the three little shepherds.

It was Lucy who spoke with the Queen of Heaven, who presented requests of favors on the
part of many people and who requested a miracle so that all would believe the apparitions. In
the year 1928, Lucy became a sister of Saint Dorothy and, later in 1946, after a brief visit to
Fatima, she entered the convent of the Carmelite Sisters of Coimbra under the name of Sister
Maria Lucia of the Immaculate Heart. She died on February 13th, 2005 during the novena of
Blessed Francisco and Jacinta.
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Life in different forms strongly
communicates the life of the Creator God, the
source of all creation. The order of hierarchy
in all forms of life does affirm the wise design
of the divine and sublime Creator who is the
ultimate source of all creation, animate and
inanimate, inclusive of air, water, fire, sky, the
earth and the entire atmosphere all set in
harmony in the environment. Disruption of any
of these elements is the beginning of the
destruction of creation and of nature!

Plants, animals and every atom that holds
life in any form is in some way participative of
sacredness of life, culminating in the Almighty
Creator. God. the author of all.

Of all such living creatures, human life is
the direct participation of the Creator, bearing
the very life-breath of the Creator as He
"breathed into his nostrils the breath of life"
(Gen.2:7). Hence, human life is the very
participate in divine life, Moreover, unlike
other living creatures, the beasts on the earth,
birds in the air or fish in the ocean, human
beings bear the very image and likeness of
God. God directly generated life into us so as
to have the privilege of calling Him 'Father'.
The divine and supernatural, the very
indwelling life in human beings is of spiritual
realm, having the physical appearance. The
spiritual soul that spells itself in the sacredness

A

"Easter Event-An Experience of Fullness of Life and Joy in the Spirit"

of one's conscience, conveys the eminent
sacredness of human life. As such, all life is
the sacred gift of God, given for the humans,
subject to the wisdom and reasoning, flowing
from the intellect, memory, will and freedom
of human beings, but not without ethereal and
moral norms. The divine indwelling of the
Holy Spirit who is the Lord and giver of life,
does prompt human freedom. Respect to life
in all forms and human life in particular, has
pre-eminent priority at all times and in all
situations. Termination of life at any stage, by
abortion, by mercy killing in the case of illness
or old age or harming life in any way is not in
accordance with the right reasoning and sense
of justice.

Human life is endangered in our days by
environmental hazards, by unethical principles
that jeopardize human dignity and true human
progress, by unjust social structures that
divide people based on reasons of caste,
class, religion and culture, and by divisive
economic principles. Right to live is inalienable
and flows from divine principle; for all life
flows from Him.

Jesus' life, words and deeds do claim that
God is the author of life. Humans as made in
God's own image and likeness with the male
and female complementarity and integrity do
find in the life of Jesus the meaning and
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purpose of human life far above, eminently
superior in relation to mere material, physical,
biological, consumeristic utilitarian principles.
Human life is endowed with the spiritual,
supernatural and divine principles, rendering
all humans capable of being in communication
and in communion with the Creator.

Incaration, redemption and salvation are
summed up in the Paschal Mystery of Christ.
In fact, Jesus conveys His redeeming act in
His discourse on the "Bread of Life", He said,
“the Father gives you the true Bread from
heaven, for the bread of God is that which
comes down from heaven and gives life to
the world" (Jn. 6:34). Jesus Himself is that
"bread" that has come from heaven as He
claims to be the "bread of life"; he who eats
of His body and drinks of His blood abides
in Him (cf Jn 6:56). Jesus further adds, "it is
the Spirit that gives life, the flesh is of no avail
...the words I have spoken to you are Spirit
and life" (Jn 6:63).

It is the Spirit and life that run through the
entire theme of the Lenten observance. The
spirit of penance, prayer, austerity, alms-giving
and acts of kindness do promote life in the
Spirit and well-being in the temporal order of
life. Redemption leads to salvation. Final
salvation consists in satisfaction arrived at
having made good to the situation of evil.
Good overcomes evil. By doing good, evil is
eliminated. The very presence of Jesus
assures fullness of life. "/ have come that you
may have life, life in fullness™ (Jn 10:10).

Easter event is the experience of the
goodness of the heart of Christ by remission
of our sins through His bitter passion and self-
sacrificing death on the Cross. In spirit and in
truth, He rose from the dead. Hence, Easter is

not merely an event in history, but a great
experience of fullness of life and living in Him.
Jesus'rising from the dead equals to our rising
from sinfulness to a new way of joy of living in
spirit and truth. Our forgiveness of sins and
newness of life are by His gratuitous grace and
not by our efforts. The Easter Experience of
Mary Magdalene and of the disciples of Christ
can become the experience of each of usin so
far as we cherish our closeness to Him.

"I am the resurrection and life" (11:25), is
the testimony of Jesus. He proves this fact on
Easter morning as He appeared to Mary with
the words: "Do not hold me, for I have not
yet ascended to my Father and your Father,
to my God and your God" (Jn 20:17).
Appearing to His disciples, He said, "Peace
be with you" (Jn 20:19). The Easter
experience of the early Christians continues
in our life by our receiving Jesus and believing
in His name. We imitate His way, listen to His
words, participate in His sacraments of
salvation. The Easter gift of His peace, love
and joy become ours if we abide in Him and
He abides in us in the experience of the
Eucharistic presence. He is real to me and
He wants me to be real to Him. Sin is death,
rising from sin is the joy of resurrection!

Easter is the feast of reconciliation, peace,
of unity and solidarity, fellowship and
communion. Each one is called to claim for
oneself and share the same with others with a
song: "Alleluia, Christ is risen from the dead,
He is risen to die no more"! May Jesus risen
in glory, bless you. Happy Easter!

*H Albert D’Souza
(Archbishop of Agra)

[ APRIL - 2017

AGRADIANCE |







29aE i 12 A1 9% &, S = H 30 HL AR
F1 St YA HE ¥ (AT 6:33-34) I
7 a9 W &, S w9 ST o B e
oo # =2 g wed &, f VH0 @ Sfem
T &' S g% Hi wra SR 39 @ W @
e 394 A Fa & (A 6:56) WY g
S Ed & SAeH & Siad YeH il g, }ig
B B = s B G R = B B e e
o7 AR SiEE B 1 (e 6:63)

=efrE e | ' S 3R S’ & g
fereor %1 wrafe=m, wefAn, |, TH-gfaon
3R werE & Fr SE F e ° A s
¥ 3R e %1 gorater s €)1 sifas
g i B & fafea &, 590 &0 Yam
%1 & BIeT H I A § | 9 WA
1 fao 2t 1 vod & | @ quE =
o @ %1 9y g Ft sufefa & sfiaw
1 aftgolar =1 s faemdt &1 1 geifen
s €, o g She Wi @1, S e &
St HarE ' (FET 10:10)

TG i 91 B W @ 589 ®i el
% =3 FHEl €, 519 397 s FREH
T SR HH W AN g 5w
74l 1 HIF FL GG ¢ | GE S 2R St
T QSTifed 1 7741 | 37 : R S Ufaertdsh
e 0 TE €, T 39 S oI Sftes wi
TfqUial o1 U HEH TN § | 3 g Wl
St 331 SH & 99H §, 59 89 94 99HY
Haq ¥ FW ITH e 3R T § SEA
% A< I UG FLd © | TAL T4 Hi &
R A 1 T IEE R e (F)

T 38 T 9 YA | W A€ L G |
Hfam FEer v e & s 3 an
H1 S ST I fohan, 59 HgvE gE o
A TFHA &, A9 w9 SEHT Gl H 59 @
“H gaeeE o Sftem €1 (A 11:25)
T &1 el &1 IR T TR B U H
AT F1 7iEs wEE & TEE W et
7 =il © g foeen, ¢ =l & fages
= og I # e a9 T & 9, S el
TR (A 20:17) 97 feredi 1 9wl
F WY A FE, TR wifa e (dem
20:19) | WRfES Sl 1 TRl SV
&H 97 Sited § off 3vd # §, 59 &
99 47 F1 TR L A7 39H favarg w
€1 79 3% Ar W wels S a9 H
YT o gfad & SRRl # YT ol 2
TY 1 ST FA & | IR wifa, A9 i
A (ARt &t ) TR @ uwa €, 9
&0 394 SiY 2R 9 ufes gEfts $ sue
&1 T St | = B o w=e & ST =
 fof 28 ot 39= fore weg= o 20| 99 gy
2, U9 § 3 & AN F A< ¢

TR HEAT 1 94 & | T A T %1 ST
foen sen & 6 98 39 W o afysn
T SR I 39 MG # Oy gl # WY
Hie, ' ATeeTerar | i geeni | | St 98
€| T 3 ST (T:) T wem ) aiEme
AT 9 I5 AT S T | U

A |

+ 3neae Feua (&M % weeEiEE)

[APRIL-2017

AGRADIANCE |



F® o7 weat e Aol
# g osft ¥ difem g e &
aftsd), #fE & w39,
e, g1 | - 3 & =
A9 gvrE W St | TR
T | - fwa, -
AT =Rl &, B9 FeAH Gl | Fereh Th H AgH
T IE-ATAS GHH, HHS | Al Bl Fes &
fearn FiRe-3iRg | 99 912 S o # "aw
TFYES U | 99 Hahl wfEe FHEN, 97 29w,
FHY Bfgar | agd J @ A9 98 widse s
T % foe 90l arwd ik &1 4t | 89 ST € Sl
et 9 & 9% F geaR ¥ @ 0T 9 1 o
@ w1 & § & e & 9 FH @ S 2
Fed w1 ad 9% ® fF ol off 5f W E S
S =l & U Hel o & gege fa
oI F¢ 98 IS I AGHAA Hedr ¢ |

Wi T, o e § we T o 95 gen
T} a1gq wred a1 s g 4 v T E
F foEr w5 911 9e & IER 39 fSa
aAfirs T o1 3HE FEl Afuw T qu=
Iwent wfaear 4 | v o = ggfedl & o s
e gl | I FE I Tl H1 | g
oot B & A SHA AT e & WA 4 ®
T U HFER F1 @l 2 | AY FI HTS T,
i, ARa-1=a &idl %1 a9 o W 99,
TE HT @AM B GHal € F€ IT 90
feriferdi & =1 49 & F9ra § F2 78 @
2| 9 e o TR i ey W F FE W
g & T @ S5 o st for @ faan
o1 fm ‘o i AR T o' A & Ay e

HE e 2 o Tredt o1 Fifh o9 S o, T
FMA H I HH T WOETE U =i H
sqAa frarfa 9§ 25 o s o) v = =R
Eickeac ke ucits cedleenibu et
el Bt ot | I B Wy f 9 e a1 FHife
SHH Gg & 9% 39 HF F TH B 6 91
59 Al F f g % WY S IS 91 g g |
el 3G 3 @ u & e aeE 1 9w &
of | S WY A 9 =t of | 7 7 3
N FT 9 Y TN T90E e & I H et
T T TR FGH 91| TG 9 G 911 39
Tt %I 4 FEiva T8 gon | U AR i &
99 1 TN ad g0 I Fof fAvffEa ¥ g
fenedt Tvawe | 99 F1 v T S9N @ e
39 3 W9 | ¥ 3 % fou 7€ %9 F 9
off T 2Tl | 3TF 39 gHE Wi 3R 9 e
viteren | ¥/ Wi @1 fade w0 91, FiiE 7
el 915 E Had 1 THF U B W @ 911
Tgal T % ATHR Ha & foq 9ftem & s m
@i foan <ram &1 59 90 % O w9 @ o0 9
U= Sl YR B ¥ 9gel & 39 % T Hied
S T 0 HTA A o | gHi S Y, 7Y,
T A 9 TS F A 39 90 F A AR
SToRTe o1 | TR off 399 01 T | SES 3 R
% T 38 Wi ug | gern oft s w912 3/
el oft 8 TRt 4t 2 FER FREW off ? 7@ 7%
I qg <ve +ff fan o wewa @07 wfEd Iw
Hres fearn FHifF 98 99 9§ e 99 @ O
I AY F TR F O o T Y0 faverd o)
39 397 wfae, A 1 A2 @ A ww
frsfferar & om0 U9 g TN 39 YA

["APRIL - 2017

AGRADIANCE |




TEAT i 399 < &f | T3 #2n 30 U wiafted
i1 faer s foret o= =afm & 99 =1 |rf®
AT 9% wfereey T @ 2 WA S ? W
&l | 39 " & o o 9 9w U O 9
#R G % vE FH THE TF q0F | 59 &
I T FHF F AW F | THY T4 For € R
g i @R TH 79 oF H1 oft Ware TE At

72l # 5 ¢ foF 39 = § e wieT a8
e A1 TEé 41 | T8 TEEem § S9d S
et & & A9 w-gEeE & fou w $i
STE STHM WiHiE Tehd 9 | TE SR B 39T
SIS A%l it | shact Hi ufarssd @Rl i &
el BTl LAl Gt 3H a1 i STHA F SR
F1 2% TE 911 IR Feffs o % 39 & foo =
Fa G| TE TRT SR FiHd TR Tl o
9§ S 1 OSH 1 ITETE A2 i | T L
S & T UE KT Tehl 2 FauH H o wiafted
@ B HeE H E e T § | TR Elied w1
14 ¥ ST WHE HH G F AT | HifE TR
o = AT T A9 SFRIH 5 HS 9§
I AT gAY e B ¥ e gofe 2=
TR R S & | 1A B S SR 3 T
el HR A & FH G o | SR I §ga T
TTE @Al | 99 1 §EE oA & fAn

=1 | 39 woR 39F 919 11, 9 Se,
21 fadiedt = off | TR 91 Fd 9% 4G W
SIURTIY A diet ITEH1 § ITH & T HI=]
=< fFreargas weTifa ¢, afeamfved 2 s
A9 H o2 e o 9 | sfeE et g 9w
T T2 AR e & | T s 3 Wi A
gftoms &1 warE fee fomr g & g9 iR =5
Hfem & e g e @ B wHifeE 5
ot Fder ¥ 1 79 Sfifaq wHe #i ofem F3 3

Fuft 9 22 | 2 oA, 9 wfase =i A g W
T WU B FHE W R w w A e | ey
e 3 =rEer § 78 frw fog 50

o=l | 39 39 |3t <1 A1 SA9Y" A1 =916,
1 e Fife w30 a1— aritfear @ 99w | T
qredt A, AgEt uwmyr 1 wfafted =)
HifHgT 1 gGF |

. FR.JOSEPH DABRE

. FR.LAWRENCE V. RAJA
. FR.SHAJI ANTHEENATTU
. FR.JOBY MATHEW

. FR.GREGORY THARAYIL
. FR.SHIBU KURIAKOSE
. FR.GEORGE PAUL

. FR.BHASKAR JESURAJ
. FR.JOHN FERREIRA

. FR.ROBERT PALATTY
. FR.STANY RODRIGUES
. FR.PAULTHANICKAL
. FR.JOSEAKKARA

.D. FR.DENNIS D'SOUZA

. FR.MATHEW K. A,

. FR.PRAKASH D'SOUZA
. FR.SANTOSH D'SA

. FR.VINOY EM.

. FR. ROGIMON THOMAS
. FR.BHASKAR JESURAIJ
. FR.JOSE MALIEKAL

. FR.JOEVADAKEKARA
. FR.JOETHYKKATTIL

. FR.PAULTHANICKAL

. FR.VARGHESEK.

. FR.SHIJU PALLIPADAN
. FR. JOHNSON M. A.

. FR.ARUNLASRADO

. FR.SEBASTIAN K.

. FR.JOSEPH PALATTY

. FR.RAPHY VALLACHIRA
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Agra District Council of Churches
organises
United Christian Easter Dawn
Service & Procession

(10th April, 2017) at 4:30 a.m.
Starting from St. Paul's Church, Khandari
Road, Agra, via Dr. Nawal Kishore Nursing
Home, M.G. Road, and then returning to
St. Paul's Church, Agra.

Please motivate and encourage your
Congregation to participate in this annual event
in a large number and bear witness to the Risen
Lord Jesus Christ. Please bring candles for the
procession.

Norman Thomas (Secretary, ADCC, Agra)
Mobile: 9412169266
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Last month, we had some
repair work at home. One of
the curious workers pointed
out to the crucifix and
questioned why the body of
a killed man with blood
everywhere is put up on the
wall. The childlike question
had me stumped. How do
you explain to the un-informed about Christianity,
and more than the religion, how do you explain
about a "Loving God" who "sent his Son to Die",
to take up our due "punishment"; for the sins of
our forefather Adam (and of course, to add to it,
our personal
bucket loads) :::'Ld A
?7? (Notice Lawb of
the phrasesin <od, which

fea)! taketh awa
qu{;‘;) of the sin of the

; world.
questions 2z
arise. If we <o %* 29

have a loving God, who is all powerful, full of
mercy and compassion, then why not wipe clean
our sins at the snap of his fingers, just like that!
Why does it need to have, oh so much, blood
being involved?

Christianity feels like a religion involving a lot
of blood. We pray for healing and restoration
through the Blood of Christ; demons are
exorcised/ flee in the name of the blood of Christ;
power descends in the name of the blood of
Christ; we pray on ourselves, that we be covered
with the sanctifying blood of Christ. In fact, every
Eucharistic "celebration” is partaking in the body
and blood of Jesus Himself!

-

BLOOD everywhere!! (Speak of C
being vegetarians..ugh)

Forget the New Testament; throughout the
biblical time frame, everywhere there is blood
involved. And not just blood, but bloodshed.
From the blood of Abel to the prophets of old,
to the bloodshed of many nations and armies
(which God drove out to lead Israel into the land
of milk and honey), to the blood of Jesus, to the
Apostles and early Christians, and even to the
present time.

So, what's the relevance of bloodshed?

The life of every creature is in its blood
(Leviticus 17:14). That is, Life and Blood are
one and the
same. Just
like blood
carries life-
giving
nutrients to
all parts of
the body,
and is thereby the essence of life; so its opposite,
the shedding of blood, represents the shedding
of life, i.e. death.

Now, before Adam and Eve sinned, God's
fair warning was, "You shall not eat of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil. For in the day that
you eat of it you shall surely die" (Genesis 2:17).
So when they ate the coveted apple, they didn't
experience physical death (until years later), but
they experienced spiritual death at that instant
itself. God's justice (which is an absolute justice,
unlike human justice, which is relative) demanded
punishment for the disobedience done. But then
again, how could man pay the price of
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disobedience? What perfect thing could he offer
in lieu; because his very life--his blood--was
tainted with sin.

And so in His compassion, God provided a
‘way out' —-the sacrifice of blood-- for atonement.
"For the life of the flesh is in the blood; and [
have given it to you for making atonement for
your lives on the altar; for, as life, it is the blood
that makes atonement" (Leviticus 17:11). He
instituted the sacrificial system, beginning with the
animals He himself killed to provide the first
garments, to "cover" the sin of Adam and Eve
(Genesis 3:21). All the Old Testament sacrifices
which followed from then on, where temporary
ones, needing to be repeated over and over, until
Christ's perfect sacrifice, paid in full, once and
for all, the penalty of sin forever: and thus was
broken the unending chain of sin (and its

bloodshed).

So the Eucharist which we celebrate Sunday
after Sunday is a reminder to us. A reminder of
the New and Perfect and Unblemished Spiritual
Life we have in Jesus. Alife welling upto eternity.
Doesn't Jesus say "I came that they may have
life, and have it abundantly".

There's this beautiful hymn, which expresses
all this so wonderfully.

It's Your Blood that cleanses me

It's Your Blood that gives me life

It's Your Blood that took my place

In redeeming sacrifice, Washes me,

Whiter than the snow, than the snow

My Jesus, God's precious sacrifice.

Suggested reading
Genesis 2, 3 & Hebrews 10
8th March, 2017

ARCHBISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS (APRIL - 2017)

1 Holy Mass, Blessing of Anugrah Ashram,
Bareilly

2 Arrivalin Agra

3  Mass and blessing of School Extension,
Dibyapur

4 Visitto Auraiya

5  Visit of Sisters of Adorers of the Blood of
Christ / Archdiocesan Consultors' Meeting

6  Priests' Lenten Spiritual Recollection
Chrism Mass, Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception, Agra

7  Visitto Aligarh

8 "Requiem" Mass for Sr. Sheetal (R.L.P),
Ajaynagar

9  Holy Mass, Palm Sunday, Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception, Agra

10  Meeting with the Formation Staff, Masih
Vidyapeeth, Etmadpur

11 Installation Day-Archbishop Albert D'Souza

13 Maundy Thursday Liturgical Service,
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception,

Agra

Good Friday Liturgical Service, Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception, Agra

Holy Saturday, Vigil Service, Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception, Agra

Holy Mass, Easter Sunday, Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception, Agra

Visit to Mumbai

Arrival in Agra

ARCCI Meeting, Pastoral Centre, Agra
Holy Mass, Religious Profession, UMI
Sisters, St. Joseph's Church, Greater Noida
Holy Mass, Silver Jubilee of Religious life,
Sr. Nisha Rose, MC, Aligarh

General Body Meeting, UKSVK, Pastoral
Centre, Agra

Property Committee Meeting
Archdiocesan Finance Committee Meeting
Departure to Raiganj

First Death Anniversary, Bp. Alphonsus
D'Souza, Raiganj

— ——
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Ve present by recalling the past
& history, smeared by the painful
8% memories. He forgets our
wounds and gives us His
healing touch. (Rev. Fr. Joby
in “The Finger of God")

“But He was wounded for our transgressions
and crushed for our iniquities; and upon Him was
the punishment that made us whole, and by His
bruises we are healed” (Is 53:5)

Soon after Lent the world is going to celebrate
the greatest and the most extraordinary event that
ever happened in human history, is called Easter
or the resurrection of Christ. The glorious and
victorious resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ
was preceded by the most shameful, painful, and
humiliating death, just like that of a criminal. Prior
to this event, the death on the cross was
considered to be the most shameful. But with
the death of Christ on the cross, it became the
source of life, for on the cross Jesus revealed
and expressed the unconditional love of God for
all humanity. Just as Holy Bible says “For God
so loved the world that He gave His only Son,
so that everyone who believes in Him may not
perish but may have eternal life” (John 3:16). For
this reason Easter becomes the central mystery
of our faith. Therefore the celebration of Easter
is the celebration of hope and love. Hence the
central point of our Christianity is not death, rather
it is the eternal life of hope, joy, peace and
unconditional love of God, which is the result of
life of Tove and selfless service. Jesus Himself gave
us a message from the cross at the time

Chris doesnnt sturb the

-?l
.

expressed the immeasurable love of God for all
humankind. It explains where there is real love
nothing is precious not even one's OWn precious
life. No one's has greater love than this to lay
down one's life for His own friends. (Jn- 5:13)

Jesus has earned for us a new life, proving
that death will not triumph, so also His
resurrection is a sure proof and a clean testimony
that our mortal bodies will not perish for they are
meant for all eternity (Jn- 24:38-43). Through
His resurrection, we come to a deeper awareness
that our bodies and we are redeemed.

Easter is the time to reflect and draw inspiration
to face all kinds of challenges of our life. For. itis
not merely a remote past event rather it is a present
event for us here and now. The violent attacks on
Christians in many parts of our country, opened
our eyes to nurture our faith, hope and love.
However, the beauty of our religion lies in our love,
mercy and forgiveness. No matter whether we
are religious or laity, cross is the main and central
part of our life. As we are celebrating the passion
and death of Jesus, He is calling us from the cross
to get closer to Him to experience His forgiveness.
Itis from the cross Jesus forgave the criminal who
repented from the cross, Jesus promised him “truly
I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise”

So let us come closer to Him and experience
His love and mercy and accept the will of God
as Mother Mary accepted to become the Mother
of God (Lk 1:38). Rather than going against Him
and His commandments, let this Easter become
an opportunity for us to experience the love,
peace and mercy of the Lord. Wish you a very
Happy Easter!

crucifixion to love one another till the end of one's Bro. Glavin D’Souza
life. Extending His hands on the cross, He Masih Vidyapeeth, Etmadpur
[ APRIL-2017 12| AGRADIANCE |




ALM SUNDAY (&3

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Today the Church celebrates Christ's entrance
into Jerusalem to accomplish his Paschal
Mystery. To celebrate Christ's entrance into
Jerusalem we too hold palm leaves in our hands
and enter into the Church. With this the Holy
Church enters into the Holy week. Jesus began
his journey from Bethany to Jerusalem and as
He approached near Jerusalem people
welcomed Him with great joy. They spread their
garments and olive branches on the road. They
sang praise to him saying "Hosanna to the Son
of David. Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest".

This Sunday has two names: Palm Sunday
and Passion Sunday. Palm Sunday is a Sunday
to rejoice and to celebrate. And Passion Sunday
a Sunday to mourn. So also in today's Liturgy
there are two parts. In the first part we have
blessing of the palm leaves and procession to
the Church holding Palm leaves in our hands. In
the second part as the Liturgy proceeds it reminds
us about the Lord's passion and death. It reminds
us that we are still in the Lenten Season. Now
after the introductory Rites of the service, Priest
will bless the Palm branches by sprinkling the
holy water. Then the account of the Lord's
entrance is proclaimed. After that the procession
to the Church begins.

As the procession enters the Church the
entrance hymn is sung, the Holy Mass then
proceeds in the usual way in the Church.

Order of the procession is announced. People
walk towards the Church.

fom sl AR ==,
T EeR U9aR & WY g U9 §9E Hi
eI H L & | T8 TN q9F A1 e g
e &, Hih 3 fadl 29 9y IY e ®
TEIFEERS §:@4, 8 T g 3 TTeem
i gfas TN T AT Fd § | 3% oH 9T
w=' o Fed E

1 29 WY 7Y BRI TEHCH H 739 1 =T
T § | S W w0E S g9R 9N @ Y A
foreat air sranfadi 3 1o 21l § WsR & i
T IY Hi SE-SEER F T i I &
Ty fes T FEaem | way a1 e
3711 o USaR 1 &9 'R FEr’ Ed |

1S i Yo faft 1 <1 i | e =
TEell; JEHH § 9Y & a9 H1 Sfd 3 gHU
a7 8 i e afesm |

37e ST i HTETY TR N IE 8 W e

1, TEHTCH § AT ol ATSIRT: Jiifed ae
o5 R0 Flh WA wd ¢ o w5 wfere
=g 20 ¥ | 39 98 TR &1 Sifedl W sy
3 Wit &1 =tferal vl # sie < o €
FEwem g9’ 4 gEiud §EHER 98 96l
S & 2R 9 W yeed o ) 9w w|
@ wfaure § 2’ e Sera ge wy afet
(s =1 3l 217 aed €, el fremr adt 1

2, ufers i afergr: 381 W g9 gifed
2T & A TE Y9 9 anfere 29 ¥ & fawm
&1 yRf Tief Ugd ¥ | 399 91 A 5
AfF T 2 Fgdl &1 94 U8, WauE, UHER,
favanfadi & faea, oiq § aurE wfv w4
FP 3 fodl & 59 21 §)
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HOLY THURSDAY (qUd gexfqan)

Dear Brethren,

I'invite you all to participate in this Holy
Eucharist. Today's Holy Eucharist reminds us of
Jesus' Last Supper with His Apostles. To
understand today's Eucharistic celebration, we
need to pay attention to today's Liturgy.

Almost 2017 years ago, Jesus Christ ate His
Last Passover meal with His disciples. During
this meal He offered Himself, his flesh and blood
to His heavenly Father and in the form of bread
and wine, He gave it to His disciples. He gave
them the command to do the same. Today, the
Church celebrates the same event. So this day is
known as the feast day of all Priests and the Day
of Institution of the Holy Eucharist.

e ¥ fyr gl 3iv &,

S BH 39 A HeH =Heed & fave A
01 % forg v gu ¥, 57 vy g ¥ ot gy
=1 Yol HeAl 31 ifom = & w9 # 5

Ugell: U 7% % €9 H 321 3194 =ell 3 U1
i §H, o AT Fa 1 e g seewm
wEga fehani

TR HFE Sfa & YE B H HRO SEi
JERE % ®9 H 707 IR 3 & S T
A U9 F1 TS e

A Tl R UE F @ B S
I2 ufa qAfeds &t 9 &1 39 gaw!
IR 79 3 J W E |

TS % TANE $I Fa9 9 s dai a2
foh 35 2T 3T @ <1 %1 s 21 ee
Tufer A & it 9y 3 ufas @it w1 T
F11 9% AR &9, UY G Fi Sufeafa 5
AIeH ¢ | g FHie i JEfi Hi o=
TY 9G % @ IR FH-A0 F S g

TS 1 yHfafy & =1 v §:-

1. yrfev fafai v v ware

2. Tersgi = U3 =1 s s

3. JEft 9aAE, 3R

4. THYHEE 1 Fe[H U T 6T TR
T AR |

1. Urfire fafirat efit vree wamE: @@
et 1 wfafy gy 3 @ )1 3w wefafy v
@l € 6 7 dfom =5t it 2w w0 @ ¥
& AR HH & dfeer d g€ g ¥ sifm
=R # qoiar e 3 2

Now kindly stand for the Entrance Hymn

(Before the Readings)

19 A F1 gHfaf %1 98 9 I gueE
T o= I B 181§ | {991 29 viifayd s 98
W 3R We F Y g |

2. (After the Sermon) ¥ 3TS i
eeifefer T gERT W ovgiq W o W @
fafr arasT A W &1 (Now the priest will wash
the 12 apostles' feet, as Lord Jesus Christ washed
His apostles' feet. Priest is in the place of Christ
and He is our representative. This act reminds
us and inspires us to live in harmony with our
neighbour and it strengthens our faith in Jesus
Christ)

HYT &A1 1 wHfafy &1 gEu e gt T
YT S 1 efafi g 2ni | e vdfafy gl
GiEd &1 F9a1 30 99 F1 Fawifwa w1 e
<1 & AR FAR 7SA1 1 G oA T | TgE A W
A1 HeHM & W ot Aot Sl & & e 9
IE TT9 1 HH FHA A1 A1, AfFT I T F
THH 37 9T €10 & | 37 1 S I e
enieAe 71 qUfed 218 9NE safEadl & 0 4R § )
BH 399 Ha1, U9 o e it fren mewr Y
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3. ufas g@Eftm warE: (39 A9 &6
ety =1 e Wi ufes Fafte TaRE IE @
@ %) gad Yedl e o™ i S @ e
o % e Sfe oA ¥, 3 79 e A s
T I |

Now we shall have the Offertory Procession.
Those who have brought gifts to be offered, shall
bring them in the procession.

4, GTHYHTE o S[eTH q9T 9T 9Ta" HEhi
T ST

(After the Final Prayer: before the recessional
hymn)

After instituting the Holy Eucharist, Jesus
gave the last exhortation to his disciples and then
He went into the garden of Gethsemane to pray
and to offer Himself into the hands of His
persecutors.

Now the Blessed Sacrament will be carried
to the Altar of Repose. We all shall go and adore
our saviourJesus Christ at the Altar of Repose.
Let us spend at least some time before our Lord.
Jesus asked Peter "couldn't you keep awake an

hour with me?"

Today, the Lord is asking us the same
question. Let us not disappoint Him but spend
sometime in prayer before Him.

e T WHIEA SR F oy e |
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= 9T- THETe i efafi
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1. 978 HHIIE (W&l 18 & 6 )
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EASTER VIGIL (urist ST st ufas fiream)

3T &9 1 9Y =1 IEcA — UIERT &1 9feas
er 'Easter’ 91 91 ¥91 & fau 19 +1 39
oo H T2 W AU ¥ | W G # S &1 9 A
WY F ANTHT F A A T ) favardt &m
Head g8 Amaicdl dt 39 @l & THE T &
ST 1 T S| € 9 797 Hiferdh i gare
Fd ¥, i 79 mfesh 31 3% AP el
AR Sy 91 R T 159 H o1 Wiy faeent
It F & fog s L

TS T goAtafy & ¥ gE umm -

1. T A G U] HiHAw S S
(Blessing of the fire and the new Paschal Candle)

2. 1% §HRE (The Liturgy of the Word of God)

3. STc1 =i SIS G afaen &1 Wiamsd 1
S0 ST (Blessing of the water and renewal
of Baptismal Promises)

4. FEft&™a AR (The Liturgy of the
Eucharist)

G AT I YA 1 GBS 9 IE B 2

1. T AT TAT TTEGHT WA sl ST
(Blessing of the fire and the new Paschal
candle)

% fom fiemr Y ot sfesi 9o &
il &1 Now may [ kindly request you to please
assemble near the stage to partake in the blessing
of the fire and the new Paschal Candle.

(After the blessing of the Paschal Candle)

A4 gH 9] HIHEw] Hl AL o d
s 8 S | v Tife Fed E: CCEiE
wHifa’’ S g Svaw @t a=arg |
"The Light of Christ! our response will be:
"Thanks be to God." 18 T& ar '@ i
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Y= 2 |
(After the Homily)
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(Before the Offertory)
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i,

and the cross. Was that enough? To answer that
question, we need to answer another: What is
the cross?

The cross is the work of the Father, who gave
His Son in love for the world; the cross is the
work of the Son, who did not cling to equality
with God but gave Himself to shameful death;
the cross is the work of the Spirit, through whom
the Son offers Himself to the Father and who 1s
poured out by the glorified Son. The cross
displays the height and the depth and the breadth
of eternal Triune love.

The cross is the light of the world; on the cross
Jesus is the firmament, mediating between heaven
and earth; the cross is the first of the fruit-bearing
trees, and on the cross Jesus shines as the bright
morning star: on the cross Jesus is sweet incense
arising to heaven, and He dies on the cross as
True Man to bring the Sabbath rest of God.

Adam fell at a tree, and by a tree he was
saved. At a tree Eve was seduced, and through
a tree the bride was restored to her husband. At
a tree, Satan defeated Adam; on a tree Jesus
destroyed the works of the devil. At a tree man
died, but by Jesus' death we live. At a tree God
cursed, and through a tree that curse gave way
to blessing. God exiled Adam from the tree of
life; on a tree the Last Adam endured exile so
that we might inherit the earth.

The cross is the tree of knowledge, the tree
of judgment, the site of the judgment of this
world. The cross is the tree of life, whose cuttings
planted along the river of the new Jerusalem
produce monthly fruit and leaves for the healing
of the nations.

The cross is the tree in the middle of history.

 Paul determined to know nothing but Jesus  Itreverses what inthe beginning at the

tree of Eden, and because of the cross, we are
confident the tree of life will flourish through
unending ages after the end of the age.

The cross is the wooden ark of Noah, the
refuge for all the creatures of the earth, the
guarantee of a new covenant of peace and the
restoration of Adam. The cross is the ark that
carries Jesus, the greater Noah, with all His
house, through the deluge and baptism of death
to the safety of a new creation.

The cross is the olive tree of Israel on which
the true Israel died for the sake of Israel. For
generations, Israel worshiped idols under every
green tree. [srael cut trees, burned wood for fuel,
and shaped the rest into an idol to worship. Now
in the last days. idolatrous Israel cut trees, burned
wood for fuel, and shaped the rest into a cross.
The cross is the climax of the history of Israel, as
the leaders of Israel gather to jeer, as their fathers
had done, at their long-suffering King.

The cross is the imperial tree, where Jesus is
executed as a rebel against the empire. It is the
tree of Babylon and of Rome and of all
principalities and powers that will have no king
but Caesar. It is the tree of power that has
spawned countless crosses for executing
innumerable martyrs. But the cross is also the
imperial tree of the Fifth Monarchy, the kingdom
of God, which grows to become the chief of all
the trees of the forest, a haven for birds of the air
and beasts of the field.

The cross is the staff of Moses, which divides
the sea and leads Israel dry through it. The crossis
the wood thrown into the waters of Marah to turn
the bitter waters sweet. The cross is the pole on
which Moses lifted up the serpent in the wildemness,
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as Jesus is lifted up to draw all men to Himself.

The cross is the tree of cursing, for cursed is
every man who hangs on a tree. On the tree of
cursing hung the chief baker of Egypt; but now
bread of life. On the tree of cursing hung the king
of Ai and the five kings of the South; but now the
king of glory, David's greater Son. On the tree
of cursing hung Haman the enemy who sought to
destroy Israel; but now the savior of Israel, One
greater than Mordecai. Jesus bears the curse and
burden of the covenant to bear the curse away.

The cross is the wooden ark of the new
covenant, the throne of the exalted savior, the
sealed treasure chest now opened wide to display
the gifts of God - Jesus the manna from heaven,
Jesus the Eternal Word, Jesus the budding staff.
The crossis the ark inexile among Philistines, riding
in triumph even in the land of enemies.

Jesus had spoken against the temple, with its
panels and pillars made from cedars of Lebanon.
He predicted the temple would be chopped and
burned, until there was not one stone left on
another. The Jews had made the temple into
another wood-and-stone idol, and Israel must
have her temple, even at the cost of destroying
the Lord of the temple. Yet, the cross becomes
the new temple, and at Calvary the temple is
destroyed to be rebuilt in three days. The cross
is the temple of the prophet Ezekiel from which
living water flows out to renew the wilderness
and to turn the salt sea fresh.

The cross is the wood on the altar of the world
on which is laid the sacrifice to end all sacrifice.
The cross is the wood on which Jesus burns in
His love for His Father and for His people, the
fuel of His ascent in smoke as a sweet-smelling
savor. The cross is the wood on the back of Isaac,
climbing Moriah with his father Abraham, who
believes that the Lord will provide. The cross is

the cedar wood burned with scarlet string and
hyssop for the water of purification that cleanses
from the defilement of death.

The cross is planted on a mountain, and
Golgotha is the new Eden, the new Ararat, the
new Moriah; it is greater than Sinai, where
Yahweh displays His glory and speaks His final
word, a better word than the word of Moses; it
is greater than Zion, the mountain of the Great
King; itis the climatic mount of transfiguration
where the Father glorifies His Son. Calvary is
the new Carmel, where the fire of God falls from
heaven to consume a living twelve-stone altar to
deliver twelve tribes, and turn them into living
stones. Planted at the top of the world, the cross
is a ladder to heaven, angels ascending and
descending on the Son of man.

The cross tears Jesus and the veil so that
through His separation He might break down the
dividing wall that separated Yahweh from His
people and Jew from Gentile. The cross stretches
to embrace the world, reaching to the four comers,
the four winds of heaven, the points of the compass,
from the sea to the River and from Hamath to the
brook of Egypt. Itis the cross of reality, the symbol
of man, stretching out, as man does, between
heaven and earth, distended between past and
future, between inside and outside.

The cross is the crux, the crossroads, the
twisted knot at the center of reality, to which all
previous history led and from which all
subsequent history flows. By it we know all reality
1s cruciform - the love of God, the shape of
creation, the labyrinth of human history. Paul
determined to know nothing but Christ crucified,
but that was enough. The Cross was all he knew
on earth; but knowing the Cross he, and we
know all we need to know.

Amen.
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Venue

Good Friday

S| # Date Time

1 2" April 2017 | 10:00am — | St. Peter’s College,
Sunday 4:00 pm Agra

2 2 April 2017 | 12noon— | St.Clare’s Sr. Sec. School, Agra
Sunday 4:00 pm Cantt.

3 9™ April 2017 10:30am— | St. Fidelis’ Sr. Sec. School,
Palm Sunday 4:00pm Aligarh

4 9™ April 2017 10:30am — | KNEUS, Greater Noida
Palm Sunday 4:00 pm

5 14" April 2017 | 8:30am— | St. Mary’s Church, Noida

5:00 pm
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Women's Day Celebration
at St. John's Firoazabad
The Women's Day Celebration was
celebrated in St. John's Parish, Firozabad on
| 2th March, 2017. The women of the parish
were full of life and enthusiasm to celebrate the
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day. The liturgy of the day was celebrated very

The Eucharistic Celebration began with the
procession of the women who carried with them
paper flowers each with a virtue of Mother
Mary stuck on it. Mother Mary is an embodiment
of virtues. Her virtues cannot be described in
words .however we tried to imitate some of her
virtues such as fortitude, humility, caring, dutiful,
respectful, calm, compassionate, merciful,
generous, helpful, hopeful, thoughtful, adorable,
patience, forgiving, courageous, joyful, loving,
unassuming, obedient, self- sacrificing, silent,
amiable, prudent, gentle, peaceful, submissive,
holy, sensitive, open, available, hard-working,
sober, brave, kind and sweet and offered them
at her feet.

The women also offered various gifts during
the offertory procession. It shows the boundless
generosity of women who are always ready to
give more and more for their families and to the
society in which they live. The melodious choir
helped the faithful to celebrate the Eucharist more
meaningfully and prayerfully. Rev. Fr. Prakash
D' Souza was the main celebrant. In his homily
appreciated the women for their valuable
contribution in families and highlighted one of
the qualities which we offered Mother Mary at
the beginning of the Eucharistic Celebration,
namely caring. He said that children at least up

to the age of twelve always look out for their
mother and not the father, for their love and gentle
care because a mother is always caring . She
forgets herself and offers her whole self for the
good of her children. Parish Priest, Rev. Fr.
Rogimon Thomas extended his greetings to all
the women and thanked them for their support
and valuable contribution towards the Church.
He expressed his gratitude for making the Liturgy
of Women's Day more meaningful and lively.
Sr. Savia Coutinho
St. John's Convent, Firozabad
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'Father's Day ' celebrated at
St. Francis Xavier's Church, Etah
_ 19th March 2017, was
. celebrated as St. Joseph's Day
. all over the world. The
parishioners of St.Francis
Xavier's Church, Etah,
celebrated it as Fathers' Day'.
The programme of the Day was the devotional
celebration of the Holy Mass and thereafter a
small refreshment.

The Holy Mass was started with a pious

welcome procession. The 'fathers' were
welcomed to the Church by putting on special
badges along with the Celebrant. The Church
Secretary Mr. Jose gave a small introduction to
the theme of the Day and asked the 'fathers' to
be righteous as 'St. Joseph was a righteous man',

During the Mass Ceremony, the first reading
was read by Mr.Ajith and the second reading by
Mr. Vinay. The Gospel reading and homily by
Rev. Fr. Raphy Vallachira was very enlightening
and it positively motivated the community.

The intercessory prayer led by Mr. Shiju took
the community to the presence of God. After the
Holy Communion Mr. Sabu, on behalf of the
Church, expressed his gratitude for all efforts of
the Fathers, Sisters and Parishioners for the
success of Father's Day celeberation.

The programme ended with an 'agape’. The
edibles presented in the offertory were shared
over a cup of tea. All 'fathers’ thanked Fr. Raphy,
Fr. Santiyago, and Sr. Flossy. Then all left for
their homes with joy, peace and enthusiasm.
Jose Pudussery

The Triple Celebration
at Greater Noida Parish
March 19th is a great day for all the Catholics
especially for St. Joseph's Parish, Greater Noida.
It was a day of our Patron Saint under whose
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protection the parish actively marches ahead.
This day was marked with triple celebrations such
as Blessing of the foundation stone for our new
Church, reception of the sagrament of Holy
Confirmation by 19 of us and the celebration of
St. Joseph's feast. We began with the blessing of
the foundation stone by the Archbishop Dr. Albert
D' Souza of the Church where number of our
panishioners gathered together in praying for new
temple of the Lord followed by celebration of
the sacrament of The Holy Confirmation. There
were 19 of us who were strengthened by the
Holy Spirit. We all felt the joy of the apostles
who received the Holy Spirit on the Pentecost
day. Archbishop Rev. Dr. Albert D' Souza of Agra
was the main celebrant along with other ten
concelebrants. The Archbishop in his homily
spoke on the Sacrament of Confirmation and
reminded the obligatory gestures of Holy Mass
and presence of the Holy Spirit in our daily life.
He also shared about the great personality of St.
Joseph as the feast fell on the same day. Miss
Ann Reva proposed the vote of thanks. We,
remain grateful to Rev. Sr. Shiby, UM.L and Rev.
Sr. Joel ES.L.G. who taught us the catechism.
Rev. Fr. Mathew Kumblumoottil and Fr. Francis
D'Souza took a very keen interest to make this
day a memorable one in our lives.
Dharun Bhaskar
St. Joseph's Parish

Spiritual Preparation of Good Friday
and Easter held in
_St. Xavier's Church, Etah
On 24th March Friday, a
short Retreat and the
Sacrament of confession was
s conducted in our Church,
under the leadership of Fr.

Joseph Rodrigues. The programme started at
5.30 pm with The Way of the Cross lead by Fr.
Raphy Vallachira. This was followed by the
Adoration of the Holy Eucharist. All through the

adoration Fr. Raphy and Fr. Joseph made us feel

the presence of Jesus Christ amongst us and
motivated us to come closer to Him and live in
accordance to His will. Adoration was followed
by a message which made us aware of the sins
of thought, omission and action. Father also told
us the importance of repentance, confession and
its positive effects in our lives. Father then
celebrated the Holy Mass which was followed
by the Holy Sacrament of Confession.

This short spiritual exercise helped us,
parishioners in understanding our reality infront
of God. We realized that only the mercy of God
can cleanse our sins and make us pure and
worthy of the Kingdom of God. This programme
truely prepared us for the celebration of the
Crucifixion of Jesus Christ 'Good Friday' and the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ 'Easter' more

meaningfully. Nainu Jose Maria
St.Xavier's Church, Etah
Inauguration of the New Wing

of Our Lady of Fatima, Aligarh

On 25th March, Our Lady of Fatima School
Joyfully unveiled its new building. The grand
opening was graced by the Most Rev. Dr. Albert
D' Souza, Archbishop of Agra. He was the chief
guest of the occasion. Many other dignitaries and
officials of Aligarh city were present for the
lighting of the lamp and ribbon cutting ceremony.
Their presence and interest boosted the morale
of OLF Family. Dr. Albert D'souza congratulated
the School on this achievement and praised the
School forits service in providing ali round holistic
development of the students
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His Grace invoked the blessing from God to
remain benevolent towards the Sisters, Staff and
the Students. Sr. Jyothsana, in her message
thanked God for his blessings down the years.
She thanked all the sisters,staff members,
workers and the architectural teams for their
dedication and hard work. The management
honoured the architectural team with gifts.

The students showcased their talents and the
different performances were greatly applauded.
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Two Days' Study Seminar on
Inter-Religious Dialogue and Ecumenism,
held in Mumbai

B

e s T

Mumbai, March 21-22-Two days' study
seminar on Inter-Religious Dialogue and
Ecumenism was held at the Institute of Indian
Culwire, Andheri, Mumbai. Most Rev. Dr. Felix
Machado, Archbishop of Vasai and the Chairman
of CBCI for Inter-Religious Dialogue and
Ecumenism, presided over the seminar. It was
based on the theme "Immediate Emerging
Simation Today and the Role of Inter-Religious
Dialogue." About two dozen members from all
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FHRYAE I uF Bt SUHAHT F WA AR TH
|
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over the country participated in this programme.
From Agra region, only two persons attended.

The Seminar began with the Keynote Address
given by Archbishop Felix Machado. In his
address he said Inter-Religious Dialogue is the
face of the Church before the Government and
society. He said that the old interested priests
have either died or retired, and the new young
ones are not equally interested in the Dialogue
ministry with people of other religions.

Then Fr. (Dr.) Joseph Mundananikal gave a
powerful talk. He said that "dialogue is the
mission and the mission is dialogue". Inter-
Religious Dialogue is a part of it. He analyzed
the Indian society in its present scenario. Then it
was time for the questioning/brainstorming
session, presided over by Fr. Varghese Kunnath
of Agra.

In the following session, under the
moderatorship of Fr. Dr. Joseph Valiamanglam,
Rector, Vidyadeepa Regional Seminary,

[APRIL-2017

31

AGRADIANCE |




concrete suggestions were put forward. The
members were asked to be conscious of what
was happening around them. They were even
told to make proper use of their social media, as
there are channels that these things could be
tapped or misused.

The next and the final day was dedicated to
jot down concrete courses of action. Different
Diocesan Directors presented their Diocesan
Reports of the Ecumenical activities. But it was
noted that we do not want Ecumenism of
activities, rather Ecumenism of life. We need to
educate our other Christian brethren about our
Catholic beliefs and doctrines.

Then Fr. Varghese Kunnath explained the
purpose and urgency of United Christian Prayer
for India (UCPI). He asked the members to
celebrate national and cultural feasts/ festivals with
great pomp and show. At the same time, we
should have a copy of the Indian Constitution
and a calendar of various national important days
(feasts), etc.

At the conclusion, Rev. Sr. Teresa Joseph
FMA, proposed the Vote of Thanks. The
seminar came to its end on the second day with
lunch. Fr. Eugene Moon Lazarus
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THE HOLY MASS SCHEDULE DURING SUI -'I\Il R SEASON .

IN THE CITY CHURCHES OFAGRA

Name of the Church

1. Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception 5:30 p.m. 7.00 a.m.
Wazirpura Road, Agra 8:30 a.m.
Ph. 0562-2524806, 9412162181 5:30 p.m.

2. St. Mary's Church 5:30 p.m. 8.00 a.m.
8, Ajmer Road, Pratappura, Agra 5:30 p.m.
Ph. 9562-2463505, 9278402025

3. St. Patrick's Church 5:30 p.m. 8.00 a.m.
118, Prithvi Raj Road, Agra Cantt.
Ph. 0562-2225266, 7599512415

4. St. Thomas Church 6:00 a.m. 7.30 a.m.
C/o St. Francis School, Shastripuram Road
Agra. Ph. 9548058481, 9411058172
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