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ARCHBISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS (OCTOBER - 2017)

5 Receiving of RIM Mother General and
Delegates, Church of Pieta (Akbar Church)

6 Holy Mass for CJM Congregation, Agra-
200 Years of Foundation, 175 years arrival
in India

7  Visit to St. Lawrence Minor Seminary,
Agra

8  Blessing of the Foundation Stone, Priests'
House, Bastar; Holy Mass, Feast of the
Holy Rosary, Bastar

10 Welcome to the Superior General of the
Oblates of St. Francis de Sales

12 Visitation of S5t. John's School, Firozabad
Holy Mass, Our Lady of Pilar (SFX),
Dholpur

13 Holy Mass, Feast of Our Lady of Fatima,
Fatima Convent, Agra

14 PSLG Sisters' Convent blessing at Gulauti

15 Archdiocesan Day on the Family, Pastoral
Centre. Agra Priest's Annual Retreat - 2nd
batch

20 Conclusion of Priests' Retreat

23 Visitto Delhi
Departure to Bareilly-Kathgodam
Holy Mass, Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee,
Diocese of Bareilly, Kathgodam
Arrival in Agra
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council Meeting,
Pastoral Centre, Agrai Holy Mass, Feast
of St. Jude, Kaulakha, Agra
30 Archdiocesan Consultors' Meeting
REGIONAL YOUTH CONVENTION

The next RYC is being organised from 29th
Septto 2nd Oct 2017, at St. Anslem's School,
Jaipur The theme is ‘Grow in Faith - Live Faith'.
This year along with Fr. Dominic George
(Diocesan Youth Director) & Sr. Deodita,
PSOL (Diocesan Youth Lady Animator) 35
youth from various parishes, missions and
institutions are participating in it. Please keep
them in your valuable prayers, that they may
have a growing experience of faith,

—Team Agradiance

26

27
29
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Shepherd's Voice

"The Church a Communion and Mission"'

The Church is the "sign and sacrament of
salvation", The Church is the communion of
faith and missionary by nature. Faith
experience, faith expression and faith
proclamation are central to Christian mission.
Christian mission consists in living one's faith in
Christ and witnessing to the same in the midst
of the world and in the life context of people.

The month of October announces Mission
Sunday which falls on October 22nd this year.
It is Pope Pius XI in 1926 who announced
World Mission Sunday based on the missionary
mandate given by Jesus Himself: "Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
that T have commanded you" (Mt. 28:19-20).
This is the missionary command to spread the
Good News of Salvation through faith in Jesus.
To go and to proclaim the Good News to all,
in all times, in all places, in all one's life, is the
command. The truth of the Good News is that
God loves the world, He loves all and He imvites
us to love Him above all and to love our
neighbor as we love ourselves. Mission is an
ongoing movement of reaching out to one
another with the love and compassion of Christ
through forgiveness, reconciliation, peace and

peace and. fellowship among all and thus
experiencing God's own rule over one's life.
This is the experience of God's Kingdom, Jesus
proclaimed: "Repent and believe in the
Kmngdom!"

As much as the power of evil spreads
around unabatedly, the Power of Good by one's
personal repentance, penitential spirit, acts of
penance, reconciliation and loving service can
overcome evil of all kinds, Therefore, Christian
mission in our times takes a new turmn of
courageously fighting evil with the power of
forgiving love of Good by the goodness of one's
heart, rejecting all forms of evil, immoral and
corrupt practices. Where sin abounds, the
grace of God abounds all the more.

St. Therese of the Child Jesus, whose feast
we celebrate on October 1st, is the Patroness
of the missions along with St. Francis Xavier.
Herlife is an inspiration to draw more and more
people to Christ. For, she said, "There is just
one thing to be done here below: to love Jesus
and to save souls for Him, so that He may be
more loved"! Her childlike simplicity, utter
Iumility, constant self-sacrifice and a boumdless
love of God and trust in Him were some of her
most outstanding virtues any Christian can
imitate. She offered it all for the conversion of

Imﬂmnﬂumofcxmmngm

sinners and the salvation of souls. Her "little I
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Fﬂj" of performing small duties with greatest
I | love of God, is worth imitating, in order to
defeat the power of evil that prompts power,
pride, riches and honour. The mission proper
is to draw more and more people to
repentance of the wrong and leading them to
righteousness, reconciliation and peace.

Mission in modern times consists in
countering materialism, consumerism,
utilitarianism, that tend to exclude God and
religion, principles of justice, ethics and
morality. It consists in the concern of the
marginalized, victims of injustice, violence,
terrorism, ethnic and caste bias. Causing the
change of heart of terrorists, criminals, violent,
corrupt, addicts and immoral persons so that
they may change their lives and spread
goodness, justice, peace and fraternity.

World Mission Sunday observed every
year is meant to sensitize all Christians of the
necessity and urgency to generously
contribute towards the works of alleviating
the suffering of the others, to support human
development projects. It is this mission that
is at the heart of Christian faith. By being kind,
generous and selfless in service, one
expresses one's solidarity with the brothers
and sisters who are in greater need.

With our special prayers offered on
Mission Sunday, we join the missionaries in
the field of service, we feel a sense of
communion and compassion, and find ways
of supporting them in the task of spreading
the Good News through humanitarian
services.

Mimsion, witnoesing and evengsiization go

of supporting the common cause of t'rn
Church spread world over. This is known as
Universal Solidarity Fund that is regulated by
the Pontifical Missionary Organization
(PMO), consisting of Holy Childhood
Society, Society of Propagation of Faith and
Society of Sts. Peter and Paul.

While Missionary Society of Holy
Childhood aims at animating children toreach
out to children, the Society for the Propagation
of Faith deals with general purpose of
maintaining missionary endeavours and
services carried out by the frontier (men and
women) missionaries and catechists. The
Society of Sts. Peter and Paul reaches out to
the Formation Houses and Seminaries.

Mission Sunday collections pooled
together are meant to support poorer
territories, Dioceses and institutions, of which
the Archdiocese of Agra has been a
beneficiary all along. Mission Sunday
collections form the part of the Universal
Missionary Fund. Reaching out to the
temporal needs of the people is an integral
part of the missions - to reach out to the least
and the last with corporal works of mercy.
Pope Francis explains that "it is the most
precious service that the Church can render
to humanity and to all individuals who are
secking the profound reasons tolive their life
to the full". However, if the teaching, the life,
the promises, the Kingdom and the mystery
of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God, are
not proclaimed, there is no true evangelization.
Christ is at the centre of the Church. Mission
is central to the Church. Therefore, the
mission of Christ and Christis of the mission

Itogcthcrandaresummadupincmmacts
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May God bless you.
world. :
Mission Sunday collections and the rﬁ?@ﬁu@\
the missions go a long way to support the *H Albert D’Souza
activities of the Church. {Archbishop of Agra)
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OBITUARY
Fr. Anthony Perunneparampil, TOR (1952-2017)

Fr. Anthony Perunneparampil was
born on 1 September 1952 as the son

of late Mr. Joseph and late Mrs.,
Thresiamma Perunneparampil of
Erumely in the Diocese of
Kanjirapally, Kerala. His siblings
are: Thomas (Kerala), Joseph
(Kerala), Mariakutty (Germany),
Aleykutty (Italy), Fr. James, SDB
{USA), Mathew (Germany), Fr.
Jose, SDB (Guwahati), John
(Kerala) and Dominic (Mysore). After
attending primary school at Erumely,
Anthony joined Sacred Heart Apostolic School,
studies at St. Berchmans' High School, close-
by. Thereafter, with great zeal to spend his life as
a Franciscan missionary, young Anthony, who
was a nephew of the late Very Rev. Fr. Anthony
Ramanattu, TOR, joined the Order as a
candidate in 1969. Entering the Sacred Heart
Novitiate at Bhagalpur on 19 June, 1971, Br.
Anthony made his First Profession on 20 June,
1972, After Profession, he was sent to Franciscan
Training Institute, Ranchi, for studies at St.
Xavier's College where he graduated with a BSc
degree in 1976. Thereupon, he joined St. Albert's
College, Ranchi, for a two year program of
Philosophy. Br. Anthony made his Solemn
Profession in the Seraphic Order on 31 May,
1977. Then, he had his program of regency at
Hasimara Mission in West Bengal. Returning to
Ranchi, he joined Si. Albert's College for
Theology. Br. Anthony was ordained a deacon
in June 1982. The Sacerdotal Ordination of

Deacon Anthony was officiated at St.
Francis Church, Gokhla, on 16
December, 1982 by Most Rev.
Urban McGarry, TOR, Bishop of
Bhagalpur, assisted by Very Rev.

Fr. Aloysius Kattady, TOR,
Minister Provincial. Fr. Anthony
celebrated his First Solemn

Eucharist of Thanksgiving at Our

Lady of Perpetual Help Church,

Poreyahat, on the following day and
after a few days at his home parish in
Kerala,

The first assignment of Fr. Anthony was as
Assistant at Dorma Parish in the Archdiocese of
Ranchi. In January 1984, he took up the
assignment as Vice Principal of St. Francis School,
Deoghar. During the long 35 years of his ministry,
Fr. Anthony served the Order with great
dedication in several areas such as education,
pastoral ministry, formation and financial
administration. He served the Archdioceses of
Ranchi, Agra and Changanacherry and the
Dioceses of Bhagalpur, Dumka, Jalpaiguri,
Darjeeling, Simdega and Meerut. The institutions
and parishes which had the benefit of his valuable
service are located at Dorma, Deoghar,
Poreyahat, Jamtara, Bhagalpur, Hasimara,
Mathura, Bhukumunda, Trivandrum, Shamli,
Noida, Khora, Baraut and Milak-Khanam.
Simple, sociable and joyful as a Franciscan, Fr.
Anthony cared for others more than for himself
all through his priestly life. He was exemplary
and fully dedicated to his prayer life, available to
the needs of the fraternity and fully committed to
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the mission of evangelization even in the most
difficult areas. Fr, Anthony was always close to
the people he served, especially in his zealous
pastoral ministry, and they have a special place
for him in their hearts. Many young friars whohad
Fr. Anthony as their Rector at the Minor Seminary
in Gokhla remember him as an affectionate guide
and father. The Silver Jubilee of the Pniestly
Ordination of Fr. Anthony Perurmeparampil was
celebrated with due solemnity during the Province
Day gathering held at Franciscan Ashram,
Bhagalpur, on 28 July, 2007.

Fr. Anthony served for a few years at St.
Anthony's School and Parish in Khora as Vice
Principal and Parish Priest with residence at
Shanti Niwas Friary, Noida. In December 2016,
he was transferred to St. Francis School, Baraut,
as Vice Principal, Treasurer of the Friary and for
Pastoral Ministry. However, when at the request
of Most Rev. Francis Kallist, Bishop of Meerut,
the Order took up the task of establishing a new
parishin Pajawa Sub-station of St. Mary’s Parish
at Milak-Khanam in Bilaspur under the District
of Rampur, Fr. Anthony was assigned to this new
venture. Thus, Fr. Anthony was installed in his
new mission by Very Rev. Fr. John Kochuchira,
TOR, Minister Provincial, on 30 May, 2017.
During the short period of over three months,
while staying at Milak-Khanam, Fr. Anthony
worked very hard to get the new mission
organized with the help of Fr. Shinoj
Kizhakemuriyil, Regional Minister and Fr. Jose
Thottunkal, Regional Treasurer,

The call of the Lord came too soon on 15
September, 2017, the Feast of Our Lady of
Sorrows who sent "Sister Death" to accompany
her beloved son Anthony to heaven to reward
him for his dedication in establishing God's
Kingdom. Fr. Anthony got up in the momning and

had his coffee as usual. As he was not feeling
well, Fr. Martin Rawat, Parish Priest, celebrated
the Mass. When Mass was over, Fr. Anthony
told him that he had severe pain in his hands and
legs. Then Fr. Martin went and brought a doctor.
At the doctor's suggestion, Fr. Anthony was
taken to a hospital in Bilaspur. As they reached
the hospital, Fr. Anthony suffered a massive heart
attack and left for his eternal reward at about
9:00 AM. The Friars in the Region were informed
by Bishop Kallist that the body would be brought
to Meerut and therefore, Frs. Shinoj
Kizhakemuriyil, Jose Thottunkal and Abraham
Koladiyil rushed to Meerut. In the afternoon, the
body of the deceased Priest was brought by Fr.
Martin and the Sisters to the parlour of FSLG
Generalate in Meerut where Bishop Kallist
prayed the Office for the Dead and blessed the
body. Thereafter, the body of Fr. Anthony was
taken to St. Mary's Parish at Mayur Vihar, Phase
111, where the parishioners of Khoda and Mayur
Vihar paid their respects to him and prayed for
him. We are ever greatful to Bishop Kallist and
Fr. Martin Rawat for their loving concern and
timely support to Fr. Anthony. After embalming
at Delhi, the body was taken to Patna by flight
on 16 September, accompanied by Frs. Shinoj,
Jose and Abraham, and reached Bhagalpur at
6:00 p.m. by road. On Sunday, 17 September,
several priests, religious, parishioners and friends
paid their respects to Fr. Anthony who was a
former teacher of Mt. Assisi School, and prayed
for his eternal repose.

Fr. Anthony Perunneparampil's funeral held
at St. Francis Church, Gokhla, on 18 September,
2017, at 10:00 a.m. was officiated by Most Rev.
KurienValiakandathil, Bishop of Bhagalpur,
assisted by Very Rev. Fr. Jose Thekkel, Vicar
Provincial, Most Rev. Peter Goveas, Bishop -
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Elect of Bettiah, Very Rev. Fr. N.M. Thomas,
Vicar General, Fr. Jose Chackalakal and Fr.
James, SDB and Fr. Jose, SDB, brothers of Fr.
Anthony. 50 Friars and Priests concelebrated.
Fr. Marianus Hansdak, TOR, served as the
Commentator. A touching homily was delivered
by Fr. Jose Chackalakal, who had studied with
Fr. Anthony from their school days at
Changanacherry. The Church was full to capacity
with Priests, 100 Religious, 20 members of the
and girls of the schools, and friends. The
devotional music was rendered by the choir of
CTC Sisters. At the end of the Mass, condolence
messages were given by Most Rev. Kurien
Valiakandathil and Most Rev. Julius Marandi,
Bishop of Dumka. This was followed by a few
words of appreciation and gratitude by Pr. James
Perunnerparmpil, SDB, representing the farmly.
The Vote of Thanks was given by Fr. Jose
Thekkel who thanked one and all present

especially Bishop Kurien, Bishop Julius, Bishop-

Elect Peter Goveas, Fr. N.M Thomas, Vicar
General, the Family Members, Priests and
Religious of Bhagalpur and Dumka, and all who
had made it possible to give a fitting farewell to
dear Fr. Anthony. Thereafter, the body of the
deceased Franciscan Missionary was blessed by
Bishop Julius. At the cemetery, the grave was
blessed by Bishop Kurien and the final prayers
were offered by him and Fr. Jose Thekkel.

In the sad demise of Fr. Anthony
Penunneparampil, the Order has lost an authentic
Franciscan, the Church has lost a truly dedicated
life for them. Fr. Anthony has tanght us not only
how to love God and establish his kingdom
through self-less service, but also how to die in
the hands of Mary, the Mother of God, without
troubling others. May the exemplary life and
apostolic dynamism of Fr. Anthony
Perunneparampil ever inspire us. May God grant
him the reward of eternal blessedness.

Courtesy Fr. Shinoj K., Khera Khurd
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Is Mary a
Mediatrix?

The term
"mediatrix" means
" afemale mediator.

Before addressing
| this title, let it be
confirmed at the
outset that Mary's
mndmunndﬂcsnutﬂulaicthewmds of Saint
Paul regarding the mediating priesthood of Jesus
Christ, when he writes: "For there is one God:
and one mediator of God and men, the man
Christ Jesus" (1 Tim 2:5)

Christ is the one mediator between God and
men because He is both fully God and fully
human. Since He offered Himself as a perfect
sacrifice to God, He alone can redeem mankind
from sin.

However, Saint Luke records that the Holy
Simeon prophesied to Mary that she too would
suffer with Her divine Son:"so that the inner
thoughts of Mary will be revealed-and a sword
will pierce your own soul too” (Luke 2:35).

The Fathers of the Church identify the "piercing
sword" in Mary’s soul as the moment when Mary
beheld her dying Son on the cross, even more,
when she held his cold, lifeless body in her arms,

Her quict and maternal presence with Christ's
high priestly sacrifice envelops her into the
sacrifice of Christ in a unique way. Consider this,
the Son of God acquired His flesh and blood
from her flesh and blood. Jesus could die forus,
because she gave to Him a body.

Jesus and Mary at the cross are the

Mary,

The Mother of All Graces

redemptive Adam and Eve.
Eveonce lookeduptoatree
in order to seize its fruit
unlawfully. Now, Mary as the New Eve, beholds
the tree on which hangs the "Fruit of her womb."
She does not claim rights over this Fruit, but
willingly offers It to the Father. The New Adam
hangs suspended on the wood for every sinner.
The New Eve stands by in sorrow.

Mary's mediation is based on her intimate
union and consent to the Passion and Death of
Christ. Moreover, we find in Scripture that Jesus
comes to the world through Mary, literally. St
Elizabeth and her baby. St. John the Baptist are
filled with the Holy Spirit when St. Elizabeth hears
the voice of Mary. Jesus works His first miracle
at Cana at Mary's request. Furthermore, Mary
is present at Pentecost when the Holy Spirit is
poured out upon the Apostles. Just as Mary's
voice was the instrument that carried grace to
Saint Elizabeth, so Mary is the personal
instrument by which grace flows to us from
Christ. St Bernard of Clairvaux called her the
"aqueduct (channel) of grace.”

‘What about the Scripture?

We do know that the sanctification and
confirmation in grace of Saint John the Baptist
while still in his mother’s womb occurred through
the mediation of Mary's audible voice. "Forbehold
as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in
my ears, the infant in my womb leaped forjoy. *
(Luke 1:44, D-R)

(Sirach 24:24-25) "I am the mother of fair
love, and of fear, and of knowledge, and of holy
hope. In me is all grace of the way and of the
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truth, in me is all hope of life and of virtue", Mary
is the "Mother of Fair Love" and "in [her] is all
grace." Here then is an Old Testament prophecy
of Mary's title as Mediatrix of All Graces.

As discussed above, Our Lady's presence at
the Lord's Conception, Nativity, Life, Death,
Ascension, and then Pentecost reveal her

Does Mary mediate Sacramental Grace?

As for sacramental grace, Saint Cyril of
Alexandria, when addressing the Fathers of the
Council of Ephesus (AD 431) stated that the
grace of Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Orders
flow through Mary to the Church.

Just think about the seven sacraments and
you'll agree with me:

1. Baptism removes the stain of Eve/ Original
sin (Mary is the New Eve). It gives us the Holy
Spirit (the Spouse of Mary), and unites us to the
death and resurrection of Christ (Mary mediates
under the cross).

2. Confirmation is the sacrament that confers
the grace of Pentecost to each one of us. Mary
is the Spouse of the Holy Spirit and she was
present at the Pentecost.

3. Holy Eucharist is the Body and Blood of
Christ. This flesh and blood of the Eternal Logos
were derived from the womb of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. No human Mother? No Body and Blood.

4. Penance/ Confession is the application of
Christ's merit and blood to the sinner. Mary's
mediating presence under the Cross confinms her
rolein this sacrament.

5. Extreme Unction/ Sacrament of the sick is
the sacrament that prepares the believer for death.
Christ gave Mary dominion over the "hour of
death" and over Purgatory by her desire todie a
human death, even though she remained without
gin. She desired to die in order to be conformed

more perfectly to Christ. This is also foretold in
Ecclesiasticus 24:45, "I will penctrate to all the
lower parts of the earth, and will behold all that
sleep, and will enlighten all that hope in the Lord".

6. Holy Orders is the mystery of the
priesthood, and Christ became the High Priest
of Humanity by virtue of His Incarnation.
However, Mary was absolutely necessary for His
assumption of the human nature. No Mother?
No Incamation? Again, Mary's presence at the
Cross also affirms her role here, since Christ
manifestly exercised His priesthood on the Cross.

7. Holy Matrimony was raised to the dignity
of a sacrament at the Wedding of Cana. Christ's
miracle and blessing at the Wedding of Cana
occurred through the direct mediation of Mary.
‘Thus, she too is the mediatrix of the sacramental
grace of Holy Matrimony.

So then, it's easy to see that Scripture links
Mary to all seven of the sacraments. While some
oppose the position that Mary is the mediatrix of
sacramental grace, I see every reason to affirm
that she is the mediatrix of sacramental grace.

The Second Vatican Council (Lumen
gentium, 61-62), says:

... in suffering with Him as He died on the
cross, she cooperated in the work of the Savior,
in an altogether singular way, by obedience, faith,
hope, and buming love, to restore supernatural
life to souls. As a result she is our Motherin the
order of grace.

In the words of St. Bernardine of Sicna:
'Every grace that is communicated to this world
has a threefold course. For by excellent order, it
is dispensed from God to Christ, from Christ to
the Virgin, from the Virgin tous."

According to Pope Pius XTI, "we know also
that all things are imparted to us from God the

Conid. on page 15
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Dogs will not enter the Kingdom of Heaven (cf. Rev 22:15)

On the night of 3rd

September, I was finding

difficult to sleep. There was

something that did not allow me

to sleep. Immediately a thought

flashed theough my mind - "Dog

is the Devil in disguise:' For 2 moment, the

thought became frightening and horrifying reality.

I got off my bed arcund 1:00 a.m. and started to
pen down my thoughts.

From my childhood, I was afraid of dogs. I
never dare go near to them until I knew that they
are harmless. Once a
puppy bit my sister; one
of my closest friends
was bitten by a dog in
the seminary. From that
time onwards, he too
never dared to go near
the dogs and used torun
away from them. Once
I was also bitten by a
wayward dog and was
under medication. Whenever I paid a visit to the
people, I had to face this animal first and foremost
and then only I was allowed entry into the houses.
These are some of my bad experiences with the
dogs.

Quoting Rev. 22:15, A parishioner asked me
once, "Father, it is written that outside of the
kingdom are the dogs and sorcerers. Why is it
written like that?" I replied to her that the people
who behave like dogs will be outside the kingdom
of God. I quoted Mt. 15:26, saying -that Jesus
called the Gentiles dogs, not all Gentiles. She was
satisfied with the answer, I was not. From that
time onwards my encounter began with the dogs

more closely. I observed that many a people are
fond of dogs. They bring them up as pets. Ithas
become a fashion, I would say. But the reality I
encountered was something different. They are
well fed, and well treated. Even the home people
would not get such treatment. Some dogs eat
only meat and drink milk. They are totally non-
vegetarian. One of our parishioners told me that
her dog will gobungry if it is not given meat and
milk (Bhookh Fladtal!). Out of sympathy she
feeds her pet with only meat and milk. They enter
people's bedroom, and play with the emotions
and feelings of the
people. Thousands of
rupees are spent on
them for their up-keep
and why not, even lakhs
for food and medication.
Some people are
addicted to their dogs
and without them they
cannot exist, eat and
sleep. Thus this animal
takes advantage of human feelings and
sympathies. Seeing all these tamaashaas, people
are led to say that if there is another birth on
carth, they would ask God to make them
domestic dogs!!! A heavenly, luxurious life
indeed!!!

On the other hand, the dogs are enjoying
which belongs, by right, to the human beings.
People outside have nothing to eat and drink;
finding hard to meet both the ends. How can a
man feed the dogs well, when his children are
starving? The man with plenty (the rich) could
do that. Iam reminded of Ps. 49:12 which says,
"In his riches, man lacks wisdom,; he is like the
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beasts (dogs) that are destroyed."How true it is
that the rich do not know how to make use of
their riches! Again it is said in the Parable of the
Prodigal Son, "He (the Prodigal Son) would
gladly have filled himself with the pods that the
pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything"
(Lk. 15:16). Our Lord Jesus said to the
Syrophoenician (Canaanite) woman, "Let the
children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the
children's food and throw it to the dogs" (Mk.
7:27). The Lord is saying to us feed the children
who are hungry and thirsty first. The reply of the
woman is amazing and striking the chord: "Sir,
even the dogs under the table eat the children’s
crumbs” (Mk. 7:28). Yes, the dogs supposed to
eat what is left over; what falls from the children's
table. But the reality we encounter is otherwise.
The prodigal son was feeding himself with the
pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave
toward our needy brethren!

We have closed our eyes to see the reality
and continue feeding our dogs and have ignored
our own people in need. The dogs will not enter

the kingdom of heaven; our needy brethren will.
The people, who declare in public, T willdoor I
will give' for the charitable purposes, have turned
their back and shown their long faces (charity
has been swallowed/ is withdrawn), Is it not like
the dog's behavior: it vomits what has been eaten
and then eats what it had vomited? If this is the
case, ] have a big question to put forward: Are
these dogs a devil in disguise (just like cows,
monkeys and other animals and birds in the pagan
religions) to take away our human feelings toward
our fellow, needy brethren and thus to violate
the second greatest commandment of the Lord:
‘Love your neighbor as yourself”

Some people might argue that dogs are kept
for safety' sake. The Bible says not to put our
trust in horses (even dogs) and princes, but trust
in the Lord. The Lord protects, not the dogs.
Let us put our trust in the Lord and care for the
brethren in need. Otherwise the dogs would
become devils incarnate in our homes and in our
lives to castus into the fires of hell.

Fr. Xavier
St. Patrick's Church, Agra Cantt.

Contd. from page 13
Greatest and Best, through the hands of the
Mother of God".

Pope Leo XIII says: "may He hear the
prayers of those who beseech through ber, whom
He Himself willed to be the mediatrix of graces”.

Itis also true that St John Paul IT, who lived
in our time, repeatedly referred to the Mother
of Jesus as the "Mediatrix of all graces” and
has prolifically taught the doctrine of Our Lady's
"Maternal Mediation" throughout his

Pope Benedict XTIV says Mary is like "a
celestial stream through which the flow of all

graces and gifts reach [us]".

For Pope Pius IX, "For God has committed
to Mary the treasury of all good things, in order
that evervone may know that through her are
obtained every hope, every grace, and all
salvation."

As a conclusion, we can categorically state
that our Marian Devotion is scripture based and
subsequently upheld and defended by the
Popes, the Saints and the Fathers and of the
Holy Catholic Church. Let nothing disturb and
discourage us!

Fr. Vineesh Joseph
Courtesy: Internet Sources
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MILAWAT

What is it? How does it
work? Why is it happening?
There are many more questions
keep ringing in our ears and
indeed some of us are in a state
of puzzle, trying to find out the cause for it. The
meaning of the Hindi word "Milawat", is
adulteration, impurity, inter mixture, interfusion
etc. We take an example of milk which we
purchase for our daily consumption from the milk
man. In spite of paying him the best price
assuming pure milk, one is (rapped with the
'milawat’ of water in it. Today, Milawat has
spread its wings in every sphere of life and eating
the human being like the earth worm not been
able to diagnose until a person has turned a victim
of it.

There is nothing left in this globe without the
"milawat". From the very beginning of the creation
we see it working. God saw all that He made
and indeed it was very good(Gen 1,31). But
when God created human beings and gave them
command over the creatures the story takes a
different turn. The great fall of Adam and Eve
reflects milawat of greed, attachment, betrayal,
denial and deceit. Instead of owning the
responsibility, they tried to play the diplomacy
and passing the buck to one another. God had
to pass the judgment against all the three;Satan,
Adam and Eve, (Gen 3,14-24) The story of Cain
and Abel illustrates the ‘milawat’ of jealousy,
anger, selfishness and power which over takes
the blood relationship between two brothers,
causing enmity resulting in cold blooded
murder(Gen 4,8). Sammuel anointed David, a
young shepherd lad to reign over Israel. He was
50 courageous that it didn't take much time to

bring down the Philistine head, a stone was slung
at him and struck the forehead of Goliath (1 Sam
17, 49). The man chosen for a noble cause on
account of 'milawat' commits sin against
Bathsheba (2 sam11,17), gets Uriakilled(2 Sam
11,17). Thereafter we see the intervention of God
followed by repentance and transformation in
David.

Why did Judas betray Jesus? It was precisely
on account of the 'milawat’ in his conduct and
attitude, handed over Jesus to enemies for thirty
silver coins. He wasn't sincere in his dealing and
even at the last supper, knowing the fact that he
was to cheat Jesus asked the question- you mean
me, Master do you?"(Mt 26, 25)

Jesus invites us to be childlike in every aspect
of ourlife. "Let the children come to me and do
not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven
belongs to such as these" (Mt 19,14). What
happens to these little children as they go further?
Obviously they get into 'milawat’ and factors like
background, external environment, and peer
group pressure, social media have an influence
to such an extent that the childlike nature
disappears and gradually wickedness creeps, in
leaving the parents shattered.

Today we find the milawat everywhere. The
rivers are affected. The rivers carrying fresh water
at the commencement are gradually reduced to
mere drainage with contaminated liquids. We have
the best example of river Jamuna. One could
hardly believe that it is a river or a ganda nala.
The air we breathe is no longer fresh, but milawat
of all kinds of pollutants. Lot many commodities
today have a milawat sold in open markets. The
heart breaking video clippings in social media
reveal the dirty works of some countries
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manufacturing commodities like rice, cabbage,
fish etc from plastic. India has become a safe
haven and dumping ground for them to sell cut
their goods, for the slow death of Indians.
Today political parties are, to alarge extent
affected by milawat. There is so much of
contradiction in what they proclaim and act.
Parties turn out to be circus companies where
by elected representatives’ change sides at the
cost of those people who have elected them from
their respective constituency. Tarnished image,
losing credibility and with a opportunistic mind
set the politicians have miserably failed to fulfill
the mandate entrusted to them. The government
policies are more likely be influenced by milawat
of divisive agenda. The political process taking
shape today is against every fundamental, hurnane
of every Indian, preserving common good. We
find milawat in press and media. Fake and false,
manipulated and distorted news being telecasted,
making the people believe what is not true.
Milawat in love and relationships is inevitable
today. Boys and girls get trapped into a nexus of
love drama for extracting money, property,

pleasure, wealth efc., leaving no room for genuine
love. Hearts and minds are polluted and

contaminated. Hence marriages are broken and
divorces are on rise, the bond between the two
no longer sustains the due to lust, greed and
selfishness.

Are the religions also affected by Milawat?
Certainly yes. Influence, power, money, position,
nepotism, regionalism etc become serious
concerns for milawat. Survival of the fittest theory
is truly applicable where by the powerful and
influential get rooted down and the rest struggle
for the survival.

The milawat has led to the erosion of values
in human beings. People learned to wear
hypocrisy and duplicity to hide their iniquities.
Hence, Jesus wrightly speaks about milawat ina
person which occurs from evil ideas which lead
him to do all kinds of immoral things (Mt.15,19).
Jesus vehemently condemned the teachers of the
law and Pharisees (Mt.23,13-28), called them
hypocrites, blind guides, brood of vipers and
white washed tombs because there was milawat
in what they preached and practiced before the
people. The time has come for a revolution

DATES TO REMEMBER leading to great transformation of heart and
OCTOBER minds, as Pope Francis in all his exhortations
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Meet Our New Priests...

AnﬂwnyMarinJudzAbrahm
B0 My name is Anthony Maria

" " Jude Abraham. I am called and
£1"  knownasJude. My parents are
Y. Mr. Abraham and Mrs.
- Annamary. I am the lastamong
the three children of my parents,
having an elder sister and elder
brother. I belong to the Holy Ghost Parish,
Archdiocese of Bangalore. I completed my
schooling from St. Alphonsus High School,
Bengaluru in the year 2004.

My mottois : "What I am is God's gift to me;
what I become is my gift to God".

My life is a gift from God. I was declared to
be critical and almost dead in my mother's womb
during the sixth month of her pregnancy, but I
was miraculously saved through the prayers of
my beloved parents, who interceded to St. Jude,
the Patron Saint of Hopeless Cases. From my
very childhood I have experienced the great love
of God and often through my own parents and
through various religious people, including my
Parish Priest, Late Rev. Fr. Wilson, I was inspired
and I had a preat desire o be at the service of
the Lord by becoming a good priest. I admired
and still do admire priests: the men of God. As I
completed my SSLC, I decided to join the
Seminary. By the grace of God, I met Rev. Fr.
Joseph Rodrigues, the then newly ordained priest
of the Agra Archdiocese, who inspired me and
promoted me to join the Archdiocese of Agra.

I was welcomed and accepted at tiR St.
Lawrence of Brindisi Minor Seminary, Agra. I
started the formation in the year 2004, under the
able guidance of Rev. Fr. Joe Thykkattil (the then
Rector), Rev. Fr. Jacob Palamattom (the Vice

Rector) and all the staff there. I completed my
Minor Seminary formation along with the
Intermediate studies. I was promoted for a year
of Spiritual Orientation (2007-2008), and then
from 2008 to 2011 pursued my Philosophical
studies along with B.A. from June 2011 to May
2012, at St. Francis Xavier Regional Seminary
(MVP), Etmadpur, Agra.

Ihad a wonderful year of mission experience
at Anup Nagar, under the guidance of Rev. Fr.
Peter Parkhe. This year helped me to deepen
my faith and especially strengthen my vocation.
am very grateful to my Archbishop, Most Rev.
Dr. Albert D'Souza and Rev. Fr. Peter Parkhe
for the guidance, love and care I received during
my regency period. The following year, due to
an injury and operation of my left knee, I had to
be under medication and regular Physiotherapy
and so that year, I did not go for my Theological
studies. In 2012-2013,1 was in the Archdiocese,
and during this time, I was gifted with a great
privilege and was asked to be of some help to
Rev. Fr. Rogimon Thomas, in looking after my
younger brothers (7 Minor Seminary Brothers)
who were pursuing their 11th and 12 at St.
Paul's Inter College, Agra.

From 2013-2016, I was sent to St. Joseph's
Regional Seminary, Allahabad, for my Theological
studies, On August 7th, I received the precious
blessing from God: I was ordained Deacon by Most
Rev. Raphy Manjali, the Bishop of Allahabad.

After completing my Theological sudies, I
returned to the Archdiocese of Agra, and from
December 2016, I was asked to render my
services at St. Lawrence's Minor Seminary, St.
Mary's Church, Pratappura, Agra, and St.
Michael's Mission, Anupnagar.
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I'am very happy to be a part of our mission
Diocese. I always pray to the Lord and Master
who has called me to be His own from my
mother’s womb itself! I firmly believe, He does
have a plan for me. May I always be ready to
acoept His will and fulfill all that is required of me
by my loving Master. As a priest of God, I would
always walk in the footsteps of my Lord and serve
Him by serving His people.

I sincerely acknowledge the love and
guidance of our beloved Archbishop, all the
priests, religious and all the faithful of Agra
Archdiocese. In a very special way I remember
and thank St. John's Parish Community,
Firozabad and the Holy Family Community of
Bharatpur for supporting me with their valuable
prayers throughout my formation,

I numbly request you all fo remember and pray
for me and my companion Rev. Deacon Louis
Xess, that we may be fruitful in our ministry, as
we are very close to the altar of the lord, we are
greatly in need of your valuable prayers, we

assure you of our prayers.
Louis Xess
— I am Deacon Louis Xess,
Q and love to be called in short,
E as Blui. My parents are Joseph

and Mrs. Angela. We are 7
siblings in our family: I have
four sisters and two brothers.
I hail from Odisha. My native
Parish is St. Anthony's Church, Bodmal
(Rairakhol), belonging to the Diocese of
Sambalpur.

I completed my pre-primary and primary
education from my home Parish School, after
which I was sent to an Apostolic School, where
I stayed in the hostel and pursued my High

School studies.

During these days, inspired by the Missionarics
inmy native place, I aspired to be like one of them.
Once it so happened, when asked in the class
about our future plans for our life, my answer was
"1 want to become a Priest". Since then I oriented
all my aims and ambitions towards this very Call
from God and never turned back. At the
completion of my Intermediate in the year 2006,1
I was very warmly welcomed by Rev. Fr. Joe
Thykkattil (the then Rector), and Rev. Fr. Roy
Dolphus (the Vice Rector). After two years of
Minor Seminary Formation, I was promoted to
Masih Vidyapeeth, Regional Philosophate,
Etmadpur, for my Spiritual Orientation and

Idid my Regency under the guidance of Rev.
Fr. Sunil Mathew in Fatima Church, Ajay Nagar
Mission, Mathura.

From the year 2013-2016, I was sent to St.
Joseph's Regional Seminary, Allahabad, for my
Theological studies. At the completion of three
years on August 7, 2016, I received the Sacred
Order of Diaconate conferred by Most Rev. Dr.
Raphy Manjaly, Bishop of Allahabad. From last
December, I am back in my Diocese and
experiencing the missionary life in various places
like Btah, Anup Nagar and Aligarh.

I am happy to be in the Archdiocese of Agra.
I pray to Almighty Qod who has called me, to
be at my side, and direct me the way He wants.
As a priest, [ pray to the Lord that I may be an
instrument to win many souls for Him.

I humbly request you to keep me and my
companion, Deacon Jude, in your valuable
prayers, so that we may do the will of God. I
request your special prayers on October 1,
2017, the day of our Priestly Ordination.
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Bp. P.P. Habil Celebrated 4th
Anniversary of his Episcopal Ordination
Agra 28 Sept. Rt. Rev. P.P. Habil (Bishop
of Agra Diocese, CNI) celebrated 4th
anniversary of his Episcopal Ordination. A
special thanks giving service was organised on
28th Sept. at St. George's Cathedral, Agra. The
Agra Diocese CNI consists of whole of

Westem U P., Uttrakhand etc. Previously it was
a part of the Diocese of Lucknow. There are
46 presbyters (Pastors) working in Agra
Diocese.

Rev. Fr. Engene Moon Lazarus Secretary
Agra Clergy Fellowship participated in the
ceremony and wish Bp. Habil on behalf of the
Archbishop and the Archdiocese of Agra.
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Kishori Sangathan Day and the Nativity of
Blessed Virgin Mary Celebrated in
Cathedral Parish

-,
Kishori Sangathan day was celebrated on
Friday, 8 Sept. 2017, on the feast of the Nativity
of Blessed Virgin Mary, in Cathedral parish. The
celebrations began with the Holy Eucharistic
celebration at (6.00 pm in Cathedral. The
Archbishop was the Chief Celebrant. Many
priests were also present. The members of
Kishori Sangathan participated in the entrance
procession along with the Archbishop and the
priests. The Kishori Sangathan extended a warm
welcome to the Eucharistic celebration. The
members of the Kishori Sangattan organised the
Liturgy under the guidance of their animators Sr
Dorothy Tirkey and Mrs Nirmala John. During
the homily the Archbishop exhorted everyone to
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be very close to Jesus and Blessed Virgin Mary.
Special prayers were said for all the girl children.
All the members of the Kishori Sangattan
participated in the Offertory Procession. After
welcomed the new members into the Kishori
Sangattan by putting a blue scarf around their
shoulders and congratulated all the members of
the Sangattan.

After the final blessing there was a Marian
Procession in Cathedral campus in honour of
Blessed Virgin Mary. Everyone participated in
the Marian procession praying the Holy Rosary.
The members of Legion Mary Society organised
was concluded at the Grotto behind the Cathedral
Church. With the final blessings and distribution
of sweets the celebrations came to an end.

Fr. Joseph Pindikanayil

Cathedral Parish Pastoral Council
New Members Sworn in

i woaped L]

On Sunday, 3 Sept. 2017, the new Parish
Pastoral Council Members were sworn in in the
Cathedral Parish. Rev Fr Joe Thykkattil, Parish
Priest led the ceremony. There are altogether 54
members in the new Parish Pastoral Council.
There are Ex- officio Members, Elected
Members and Nominated Members. During the
Holy Eucharistic celebration the new members
took the oath. After the Holy Eucharistic

celebration the first meeting of the new Parish
Pastoral Council Members was held in the
Cathedral. Rev Fr Joe Thykkattil, Parish Priest
and President of the Parish Pastoral Council
presided over the meeting. He thanked the
outgoing Parish Pastoral Council Members and
extended a welcome to all the new members.
He also explained the duties and privileges of
meeting Mr Neville Milton, Dr A P. Antony and
Dr Leena Lazar were elected the Vice-President,
Secretaryand Joint Secretary of the Parish
Pastoral Council respectively. On behalf of the
pewly elected Office Bearers, Mr Neville Milton
addressed the gathering and thanked everyone
for electing them to the Office. With a concluding
prayer by the new Vice-President Mr Neville
Milton and with a Tea Party, the meeting came
to an end.

Fr. Joseph Pindikanayil
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Community Day Celebrations at
San Damiano Convent, Agra

17th September was a Blessed Day for the
San Damiano Community, Agra. It was the day
when all the Priests and Religious had a get
together and shared their fraternal love and joy.
On this auspicious day, the feast of the Patron of
our Convent, we remembered the Stigmata by
St. Francis.

Like an artisan selecting a precious marble,
the Holy Spirit chose the flesh of the Assisian,
Seraph St. Francis to be the first to receive the
Stigmata of our Blessed Lord. St. Thomas who
was in prayer and fasting on Mount Alveinia, just
prior to the feast of the Exaltation of the Cross,
had fasted for forty days in honour of the
Archangel, St. Michael. On the feast, he saw
what appeared to be a Seraph, with six shining
wings, coming down fromheaven. The vision flew

swiftly through the air and approached the man
of God, who then perceived that it was not only
winged, but also crucified; for, the hands and feet
were stretched out and fastened to a Cross; while
the wings were arranged in a wondrous manner,
two wings raised above the head, two
outstretched in flight and the remaining two,
crossed over and veiling the whole body. Afier a
mysterious and familiar colloguy, the vision
disappeared, leaving the saint's flesh with an exact
image of the Crucified Lord.

Thus commemorating the imprints received
by St. Francis, we the Franciscans, reminisced
on September 17th the Feast of the Stigmata of
St. Francis.

We, the Sisters of San Damiano Convent
celebrate the 17th September, every year, as our
Community Day. When all the Priests and
Religious of Agra Region come for a get together
in our convent. It started with a small prayer
service, where we emphasized the receiving of
the Stigmata by St. Francis from the Lord and
thus, he is called the Second Christ. After the
prayer service, we had a small game, which was
enjoyed by every one. And then, we moved to
the Banquet Hall for the Agape.

We, the San Damiano Community are very
grateful, happy and thankful to each one for their
presence and joining us in a spirit of warmth and
love. Sr. Sherly, FCC
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Kldnappedlndianpﬂmtl’i‘r Tom
Uzhunnalil freed after 18 months
7= Kidnapped Indian priest
Fr Tom Uzhunnalil has been
freed from captivity and
flown to Oman, the country’s
| government has said.

FrTumwashdmppe-d when his care home
in the Yemneni city of Aden was attacked in March
2016. Four gunmen posing as relatives of one of
the residents killed four Indian nuns, two Yemeni
staff members, eight elderly residents and a
security guard.

In May this year, a video was posted online
showing the priest in poor health, calling for help.
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‘M}'hﬂthmndm-anmdwnarahngqumkly
and I require hospitalisation as early as possible,”
he said.

Now the Omani government reports that it
has found and freed Fr Tom.

The sultanate said in a statement: “In response
to the Royal Orders of His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos bin Said and as per a request from the
Vatican to assist in the rescuing of a Vatican
employee, the concerned authorities in the
Sultanate, in coordination with the Yemeni
authorities, have managed to find a Vatican
govemnment employee.

“He was transferred this morning to Muscat
in preparation for his return home.”
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Divine Services in the Churches of Agra City

(1 Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception (1 St. Thomas' Church

(INear St. Peter's College),

‘Wazirpura Road, Agra-282 003 (U.P)
Phone: 0562-2524806

Sunday Masses: 6.30 (Eng.)

& 8.00 a.m. (Hindi)

Daily Evening Mass: 5.30 p.m. (Hindi)

0O Church of Pieta
(Emperor Akbar's Church)
(Near St. Peter's College), Wazirpura Road,
Agra - 282 003 (U.R)
Phone: 0562-2524806
Daily Evening Mass: 5.30 p.m. (Hindi)

0 St. Mary's Church
{Near Mother Teresa's Home)
Pratappura, Agra - 282 001 (U.P.)
Phone: 0562-2463505
Sunday Masses: 8.00 a.m. (Eng.)
& 5.30 p.m. (Eng.)
Saturday Evening Mass: 5.30 p.o. (Eng.)
First Friday Mass: 5.30 p.m. (Eng.)

(1 St. Patrick's Church
118, Prithvi Raj Road, Agra - 282001 UP.
Phone: 0562-2225266
Sunday Mass: 7.30 a.m.
Saturday Evening Mass: 5.30 p.m.
First Friday Mass: 5.30 p.m.

O Sts. Simon & Jude Church
(Near Canara Bank)
Kaulakha, Devri Road, Agra
Mobile: 8755984402
Sunday Mass: 7.30 a.m. (Hindi)

Clo St. Francis School

UPSIDC, Sikandra

Agra - 282 007

Phone: 9411058172

Sunday Masses: 8.00 a.m. (Hindi)
First Friday Mass: 6.00 p.m. (Hindi)

o

600D NEWS...

FOR YOU...!

Dear Parents/Guardians

If you are looking for a suitable
Christian Match for your son or I:'-::-
daughter, then be assured that your
search is now over. -

Just, click once and have Al
a proper and perfect match in '

a Christian family. A suitable

website -

www.arcmatrimonial.com has been launched by the
Catholic Bishops of U.P., Rajasthan and
Uttrakhand states.

Do visit this website before you finalise
anything for your son or daughter. If your have
any query, do contact us at :
arcmagra@gmail.com or
08081195486 (Fr. Tony)

The Agra Deanery

Bible Festival:2017

on Sunday, 8 Oct. 2017, 8 a.m, onwards
8:30 a.m. Holy Mass at St. Jude's Church, Agra
Lunch and Refreshment will be provided.
For more details please contact:
Rev. Fr. Xavier G (Secretary)
Agra Deanery Priests' Council
Mobile : 7599512415
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